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i!>nsinal ot tlfteiBiniature. 


CHAPTER 1. 

" )'.ii'.'land, with all thy faults I love thee still- 
.My cmititry ! Tlioii!;h thy dime 
He fickle, and thy year most part deform’d 
With dripping rains, or wither’d hy a frost, 

I would not yet exchange thy sullen skies, 

-And fields wiliioiit a flower, for warmer Jude, 

Ol’ '"'’ ten fruitage, and her fragrant bowers.^ 

Such was the exclamation of Arthur 
Herbert, as he stood gazing on a group of 
■cottage children who woi’c returning with 
their parents from the toils of the day. It 
was harvest-time, and the season mbre thaii 
eommonly productive. Health and hap- 
voL. I. B pincss 
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pmess beamed on each simburnt coimto- 
nance, hs they gaily carolled one of their 
provirjcial-songs, in Avhich each infant voice 
occasionaJly joined, and added to the peace¬ 
ful pleasure of .the scene. 

Herbert threw some sih^er among them. 
With honest gratitude they thanked and 
blessed him. Theirs was the language of 
nature, and it .spoke to the soul of one 
who.se real feelings, accustomed as he was 
from childluxHl to all the pom]) and parade 
of Eastern splcndom’, still accorded best 
wdth the unrestrained Ireedom of his na¬ 
tive isle. A glow of national ])ride tinged 
liis clieek, as he contrasted in his own mijul 
the ble.ssings of Engliuid with those of 
other nations. 

Herbert quitted it vhen only se\en 
years old, and, with his sister, who was 
much younger than himscOf, accompanied 
their father to India, on his being ap})oint- 
ed to a .situation of considerable im])oi-t- 
ance in tliat country. Their own mother 
was dead; but her place was amply filled 

by 
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by a lady of ex(iuisitc beauty and accom- 
plisluuents, who boeanie the wife of Mr. 
Herbert before he left Englaiiicl, and to 
whom Arthur had attached himself so 
iirmly, that he scenved to live only in her 
pixvicnee. This alfeetiou was as warmly 
returned by IMj-s. Herbert, who, when his 
father proposed sending him to England 
for the purpose of education, entreated so 
■earnestly that she might not be deprived 
ol' her hoy, that he, by whom her wishes 
Avore ever held sacred, immediately com¬ 
missioned a friend in England to seek out 
a ])ro])er person as tutor to his son, with 
the oiler of a liberal salary, as a compen¬ 
sation for his temporary banishment from 
his family and home. 

His little daughter required no other in¬ 
struction than what she received from Mrs. 
Herbert, who Avas admirably calculated to 
render her all that her fond father desired, 
had not the ]K‘rversity of her OAvn nature, 
and the envious jealousy of her disposition, 
13 a counteracted 



4 ORIGINAL OF THE MINIATURE. 

•counteracted the tender and excellent pre¬ 
cepts of her mother. Notwithstanding 
these unliappy defects in the character of 
Dorinda Herbert, she was not wholly de¬ 
stitute of good qualities. She idolized her 
father, and, next to him, the woman wdiom 
he prized above all earthly beings, anti to 
whose unremitting attention and maternal 
affection she was hci-self indebted for every 
happiness slie enjoyed. Yet this very ten¬ 
derness too frequently betrayed the little¬ 
ness of her soul, and called into action her 
grand failing. She could not bear to listen 
to the praises bestowed by her parents on 
some of her young associates; the instant 
any of them became distinguished by their 
caresses, Dorinda disliked them, and even 
at moments felt jealous of the watchful 
solicitude, the never-failing love, with 
which her brother was viewed by Mrs, 
Herbert. This unfortunate perversity made 
her espouse the cause of those whom her 
parents could only treat with mere civility, 

and 
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Mid the object of her brother’s dislike was 
sure of meeting witli a warm advocate in- 
Dorinda. 

Plain in her person, she, nevertheless, 
early became the magnet of general attrac¬ 
tion. Her father's high situation in India, 
his wealth, but, above all, the sweet and 
polished manners of his wife, joined to his 
own fascinating powers of conversation 
and deportment, made his house the con¬ 
stant resort of humble merit, splendid ta¬ 
lent, high birth, and anxious speculators; 
among, the latter were several who ear¬ 
nestly looked forward to becoming masters 
«if the fortune which, it was ivell known, 
was destined for JNIiss Herbert as soon as 
she had made her own election. 

The vanity of Dorinda induced’ her to 
believe that the homage she received was 
merely a just tribute due to her personal 
charms and her superiorraccomplishments. 
Not for a moment did she ever suspect 
that interest guided the actions, and go¬ 
verned the looks, of h^r numerous suitors. 

B 3 Dorindai 
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nol'iiidii had no confidant; the suspicions 
jealousy o^’ her mind forbade her cTijoving 
the delicious intercourse ofearly fricii ’ h.i]): 
and tlie total dissimilarity of taste', pur- 
snlis. :md fee lings of her brother, made all 
e-rmniunie-ations of a private nature Avilh 
liim quite impossible. 

Yet Dorinda wis only selfish in lu'r af¬ 
fections. She was a jdeasing companion, 
a considerate mistress, a humane and hbe^ 
ral benefactre'ss, whose heart was always 
alive to the distresses eif her fclloAV-crca- 
turcs, and whose hand Avas ever open to 
relicA'C the necessities of those less fortu¬ 
nate than herself. Her gifts Avere not the 
uHerinus of ostentatious cliaritv, but of 

O * 

native benevolence. Of modest Avorth, 
obscured by advt'rsity, Donnda Avas a Avarni 
patroness, provided that tiic object Avas not 
extolled by her parents, nor ])rotected by 
her brother. In the latter ca.se both the 
heart and purse of Dorinda were irrevo¬ 
cably closed against the siqiplicant. 

Kot so her brother. The sympathy 

which 
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which he expressed, and wliich he felt, tlic 
ardour with whicli he entered injto the con- 
eern*’ lofUlie unfortunate, the soft and gen¬ 
tle pity witli which h.e relieved tlieni, 
made him tiie idol of tlie circle in which 
lie moved, and the darling of his parents, 
llis countenance was a pas:-:|)ort to the 
I'.eart, yet it ])rocecded not so much from 
the regidar beauty of the features, as from 
the ineffable sweetness of their cxjn’cssion, 
and aconciliatingsmilewliich stamped them 
with goodness and affection. The tender¬ 
ness of his mild blue eyes, the rich hue of 
his chesnut liair, which waved in natural 
curls over iiis wcll-sh.a.pcd head, the sym¬ 
metry of his pliant limbs, the unstudied 
eh'gaiu'e of his manners, and the softiiess 
of his voice, Avhon speaking to those lie 
loved, hut particularly when giving orders 
to an iiiferior. made young Herbert imi- 
versall)' loved and esteemed. 

llis father lie regarded with filial vcnc- 
ration; to his wishes he always paid im- 
plieit ohcdicnee; hut Ids motiier-iii-law Avas 
]’. I the 
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.tlio object of his warme st affection. With 
her name, .w’ith her idea, an indefinable 
something was coupled, which seemed to 
bind him more closely towards her than 
even her near relationsliip. A'et this some-, 
thing, which occasioiKiily floiited aci'oss his 
mir.d, and wliich rendered her more dear 
to him, as being connected with the scenc.s 
of his infancy and of his native land, was 
so imperfect, so dim to his recollection, 
that he tried to dismiss it from his memory 
as often as it intruded on his precious mo¬ 
ments of scarce seclusion; while the par¬ 
tial fbndne.ss with Avhieh she treated him, 
but, above all, the half-drawn sigh, tlie 
starting teitr whkh sometimes rushed into 
her eyes wlien they w'ore alone, as she 
pressed him tenderly to her bosom, soon 
called into action all the watchful affection 
and tender sympathy of young Ilerhert’s 
nature. Every year which added to his 
height and beauty increased also the ami¬ 
able perfections of his mind, and the vir¬ 
tues of his heart. The pride of his father 

was 
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was gratified at the improvement of his 
son’s personal and mental qualifications;, 
but the cliarm.. which endeared* him most, 
to the heart of his fatlier was his excessive 
love for his mother—a love which well ac¬ 
corded with the feelings of Mr. Herbert, 
to Avhoin his wife was as sacredly dear as^ 
on the first day of their nuptials. 

The death of JMr. Herbert deeply af¬ 
fected his .son; but. the solemn, bequest of 
liis father, who dying consigned to his care 
mid protection his disconsolate partner, 
called upon him for exertion. All selfish 
considerations vanished on -beholding the- 
deep and sincere sorrow of liis naotheiv- 
He thought not of liimself^—to alleviate 
her distress, to soften her anguish, was all 
he studied; and so strongly did he re¬ 
semble his fatlier in person and voice, thart 
ISIrs.'Herbert would sometimes start from 
her couch as from a dream, scai'ce believ¬ 
ing that the object of her lamentation was^ 
no longer alive to sooth and console liera& 
liie was wont to do. 

As-- 


R 5 
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As soon as the affairs of ISTr. Herbert 
could be properly arranged, his widow, 
much to the satisfaction of his children,, 
]>ro|X)sed returning to England. Dorinda 
was elated at the idea of visiting a country 
of which she had both read and heard so 
much, and which ap])eared to be so dear 
to her parents; while her brother looked 
forward to their departure witli-an impa¬ 
tience which, considering the friendly con¬ 
stancy of his character, created some de¬ 
gree of surprise in the minds of his tutor 
and ISIrs. Jlerbort. His young compa¬ 
nions, and the various objects of his bounty 
(the latter of whom lie had secured against 
suffering aiiy pecuniary loss by his ab¬ 
sence), were inconsolahle when infimned of' 
the dojirivation they had to sustain. I 'ni- 
.versiilly beloved and esteemed, the vrhole 
circle of their acquaintance regarded the 
departiire of ]Mrs. Herbert .and Arthur a.s 
a ])ublic misfortune, while those who ha.d 
vainly hoped to ensure the hearts of the 
bn'ther and sister, and to enjoy tkeii* splen¬ 
did 
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dill fortunes, were most loud in expressing 
the severity of their grief and mortifica¬ 
tion. 

Herbert felt regret at quitting a few in¬ 
dividuals, and lamented that he could not 
carry them with him to England ; but this 
painful feeling decreased as the vessel 
In-ought them nearer, and nearer to the 
v'liite cliffs of Albion, and as Arthur re¬ 
membered the solemn injunction of his fa¬ 
ther, who, ill his last moments, secretly 
gave into his care a packet, the seals of 
Avhich were to remain unbroken until tlie 
])enod Avhen his son should have arrived 
in England. This mysterious bequest, to- 
gether witli his innate love for the land 
whicli gave him birth, and a strong and 
iudeniiable curiosity to behold, if possible, 
a spot, of the name of which he veas igno¬ 
rant, but which circumstances had, when 
a boy of only six years old, deeply im¬ 
printed on his mind, contributed to lessen 
tiic sorrow he would otherwise have felt 
on bidding an adieu, probably an eternal 
B G one. 
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one, to the luxurious scenes of Hindostah, 
and the companions of his boyhood, in 
whose society he had passed fifteen yeai-s 
of his existence. 

The fatigues and tenors of the voyage, 
tlie terrible sickness attending it, and which 
was heightened by the irritation of a mind 
nervously sensible to the approadi of dan¬ 
ger, when the safety of those she loved 
\vas involved, made Mrs. Herbert seriously 
indisposed; and though, on leaving the 
ship, she regained her cheerfulness and 
presence of mind, yet Arthur besought 
her to travel slowly, lest her constitution, 
always delicate, but now debilitated from 
the heat of the climate, should suffer by 
the eagerness which she betrayed to reach 
X-ondon as early as possible. 

Dotingly fond of young Herbert, his 
mother silently acquiesced in his wish, 
while the beauty of the country through 
wliich they passed, the variety of its fo¬ 
liage, its vivid green, the cheerful looks 
of the peasantry, the beauty of the women, 

and 
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and the cleanliness and comfort of the cot¬ 
tagers, were all subjects of separate admi¬ 
ration to Arthur and his sister, who, deeply 
engaged in gratifying their curiosity, saw 
not the silent tear of anguish which stole 
down the faded cheek of their mother, on 
once more beholding the diversified b'eau- 
ties of her native country—beholding them 
still rich and flourishing, blooming and un¬ 
changed, while she returned the shade of 
what she was—a widow, deprived by death 
of a I-asband whose undeviating tender¬ 
ness had been the cliarin of her life, and 
whose society alone had power to still the 
plii-enzy of despair, and lull to rest the 
quick and agonized feelings of an inno¬ 
cent mind, wdiich liad been vitally wound¬ 
ed by the cruelty and injustice of a near 
relation. 

They stopped at the principal inn to 
dine. The next day would enable them 
to reach town in time to receive the visit 
of Mr. Glendore, who was a particular 
friend of tlie late IMr. Herbert, and to 

whose 
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whose kindness and hos}>italitv his Avidow 
was indebted for luiAdiig ])rocnred for her 
a house, and every tiling suitable for the 
reception of tlie family tif a person of her 
importance. 

jVrthur liad strolled out after the cloth 
was'removed, and the sight of the pea¬ 
santry returning from their labours, fa¬ 
tigued, yet happy—hungry and thirsty, 
yet merry and uncoirnilaining, called forth 
the exclamation we have before noticed; 
and giving Avay to tlie natmid liberality 
of his disposition, he bestowed on them 
the means of satisfying their wants and in¬ 
creasing their hilarity. The finc-ncss of 
the evening induced him to return to tlie 
inn, in order that he might pei'suade his 
mother to enjoy its beauties in the o{>en 
air. She, however, declined his proffered 
kindness, yet insisted that Dorinda should 
take the opportunity of surveying some 
ruins which were near the town. 

Miss llerbcrt had just finished a sketch 
of them, and had entered the building, 

Avhcu 
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when her brother proposed that she slioidd 
sing, to try the eiiect among the ruins, 
I^orinda had scarcely concluded when the 
soft tones of a flute struck her ear, and the 
second ]>art of the song was sung in a. 
fine manly voice, which was evidently at 
no great distance from them. 

Dorinda felt alarmed. The retiredness 
of the place, the stillness of the hour, 
made her cling to the arm of Arthur lor 
protection; but her fears dis])ersed Avhen 
she saw two elegant-looking young men 
come from behind the o])posite pillars, 
Avlio, bowing as tliey ])asscd, Avere (piickly 
out of sight, but not Ix-fore Herbert h.ad 
canght a glance of the features of the 
younger, Avhose UKairnful liabit ill accord¬ 
ed Avith the mirthful expression of a coun¬ 
tenance animated and handsome. 

To the restless and iiupiisitiA'c mind of 
Arthur this stranger seemed to possess 
some claim to his acipiaintance; he cosdd 
liardly conA'ince himself but that he had 
met Avith him before; perhaps tliis wry 
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being was connected with that chain of 
indistinct ideas whicli occasionally floated 
across the memory of Herbert, and which, 
though broken in parts, it was his con¬ 
stant but vain endeavour to unite. 

Dorinda’s thouglits were occu})ied by. 
the landscape into which slie meant to in¬ 
troduce the sketch she had taken, while 
those of her brother v/ercdull of imaginary, 
scenes—imaginary beings; they wandered 
back to the time of his childhot)d, to his- 
sixth year; he saw the grounds of an an¬ 
cient castle—he rambled over the gently- 
sloping lawn with a tall and graceful boy, 
a few months vounerer than himself^—he. 

o 

stooped to place their little vessel on the 
clear surface of the river which ran through 
the castle garden—a form of indescribable 
sweetness now swam before liis sight—it 
pressed him tenderly to its snowy bosom 
—it parted the bright ringlets from liis 
forehetwl, and kissing his cheek, united 
his hand with that of his young companion. 
So strong was his imagination, that he 

thought 
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tl'.ought he heard again the well-known 
words—“ Dear boys, may you cherish 
through life tliis pleasing afiection for cacli 
other! may neither time nor circumstances 
have power to disunite you!” 

So completely was the mind of Arthur 
absoi'bed by this favourite day-dream of 
bis riper years, that he w'as not conscious 
of his return to the inn, until a question- 
from Mrs. Herbert once more recalled hijn 
to himself. 

The next morning they proceeded on. 
their journey without suffering any in- 
c-onvenience; and having arrived in town, 
proceeded to the house in Dover-street 
which had been provided for them by Mr. 
(ilendore, who, witli his second son, was 
wailing to receive them. 

“ \V elcome to England, my dear ma- 
ilam,” cried the former, as he supported 
Mrs. Herbert to the drawing-room, Avho,. 
faint and unable as she then was to re-, 
strain her tears on meeting with the justly- 
esteemed friend of her late husband, yet 

felt 
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felt cl leered by tlie ])]easure v/l -’ch lic ina- 
iiifested on again beholding her. 

“ Welcome to Kngiatid!'’ rotK idod 11 eu- 
ben Cllei'dore. as be extended his hand 
towai’ds ^\rt]u!r, ulio, charmed instanta- 
neourly with the oyjcn, afTeetlonate eonn- 
tenaiice and friendly warmth of lleuben, 
returned the ])ressr.re. saying tlsat he 
should consider their jnecting as a hajipy 
omen, since the first persoii introduced to 
liim on his arrival was oiio v.lio, lie was 
convinecd, vrould autliorisc lilm to give 
W'uy in future to the impression of tii’st 
ajipearanees—“ 1 elaim your friendslii}).” 
continued Arthur, not only for myself, 
but for my sister. Although edueat^'d in 
India, we are natives of this haiijiy isla.nd; 
'our hearts arc Kuglisli; and if our man¬ 
ners savour too much of biastern indolence 
and ease, Ave will trust to your goodnes.s 
and example to render them in time 
wholly Ihiglisii.” 

lleubcn made a suitable and flattering 
reply, lloth broth.er and si.ster were high- 
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ly i’i’prcsscd in liis favour; and Mr. Gleii; 
dorc expressed Iiis hope that,the young 
men would feel for each other the same 
regard which had for so many ) cars sub- 
bisled between their fathers. 

P]-oinI.shig to call next day and intro- 
iluce ]\Irs. tdendore, he shortened his vi¬ 
sit, to the regret of Dorinda in particular,, 
who had, in the course of an hour, disco- 
vei’cd a something’ in the conve-rsation and 
manners of his son more suitc'd to her 
taste than slie had ever found in those of 
any of tlie young men who daily resorteil 
to the table oi’ her deceased parent, and 
who, making it tlieir study to please, and 
call forth her smiles, nevertheless fiiled to 
interest h.er half as much as this animated 
stranger had done, though he had even 
paid licr no other attention tluui what 
good-breeding called i'or—‘‘ To-morrow%” 
said she, “ I shall see him again^—to-inor- 
row'^ Avill likewise introduce me to his 
mother and sisters. If they are like him, 
1 sliall bestow on them every mark of my 

liivour. 
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favour. I only hope that neither Arthur 
nor my mother will make a pet of this 
young man, and spoil him for becoming 
my friendJ’ 

Her brother, as well- as Mrs. Herbert, 
was too well aware of the contradictori¬ 
ness of Dorinda’s nature to hazard the ex¬ 
citement of her displeasure. They therefore 
repressed their feelings, and spoke of Ileu- 
ben with an affected indifference, which« 
had the desired effect. In proportion to 
their coldnes.*!, sljo became warm in. his 
praise; and at lengtli, lialf-angiy with 
Artlmr for not being of lier opinion, al¬ 
though she would have been whollj'- so if 
be had, she retired to-her chamber, leaving 
her mother and brother vexed at her per¬ 
versity, though neither could refrain from, 
smiling on seeing how well tlieir mutual 
plan had succeeded.. 


CHAP 
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CHAPTEK II. 


The return of JMr. Glendore was anxiously 
looked for by his wife and their daughter 
Alicia. Both were delighted to learn that 
the long-expected family was arrived, and 
that the morrow would introduce to their 
knowledge three beings whose fortune and 
rank in life rendered them of sufficient im- ‘ 
portance to ensure, without any otlier re¬ 
commendation, the good opinion of Mrs. 
Glendore, and to excite in the bosoms of 
her daughters a very natural curiosity to 
discover if the wealthy Herberts possessed 
)nore pleasing attractions to endear them 
to the liearts of young, romantic, and 
highly-cultivated minds, than the advan¬ 
tages of birth and riches. 

Mr. Glendore had no sooner quitted the 
room, than Alicia seated herself on the knee 

of 
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of llouben. and twisting her fingers iii 
ihe light curls which waved over his lair 
and glowing cheek, inquired, Avith a look 
of arch A’ivacity, if Miss Herbert Avas hand¬ 
some—handsome enough to outriA’al Vir¬ 
ginia Sedlev? 

“ i\Iy dear Alicia," said Iier mother, 
■“ your sister IMarian lias so cried up that 
girl’s person, that really 1 AT'rily believe 
she has made you all as mad as herself. 
^Xotliing goes doA\ni but Virginia Sedley. 
All our acquaintances are frights, unless 
they are like ^'irginia Sedley, JMcrcy on 
me! the girl AA'ould be Avell enough, only 
that you and IMarian luiA'e spoiled her, by 
eternally praising her before her face, until 
at length slie gives credit to all your flat¬ 
tering nonsense, and actually thinks her¬ 
self a beauty." 

Miss Herbert,” exclaimed lleuben 
hastily, cannot boast of any personal 
channs; but she seems a good-natured, 
agreeable girl, and certainly j)aid me great 
4.ttention. She has the air and manners of a 


womau 
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v.'Oinan of fasliioii; and I hope, iMieia, that 
you and ISlarian will not atteinj)t to .s])oil 
hci\ Ihit are you not dyinf^, iny dear 
si.stcr, to know something of lier brother? 

I am convinced that you have made up 
your mind to con{)uer liim at first siglit. 
'Ki\y, Alicia, that blush is truly becoming 
—it adds to the lustre of your eyes; look 
to-monwy as you do now, and I think 
there is some chance of your succeeding.” 

Mrs. Gleudorc lauglicd heartily at the* 
visible confusion of her favourite (i uightcr 
—“ In truth, lleuben, all that I hope is, 
tliat my Alicia may captivate tliis rich 
young friend of your father’s. Could I 
but SCO her raised to a situation in life wor¬ 
thy of her, and which she is formed to 
sliinc in, I slmuld die happy, lloth of 
you, my children, have now a chance of 
improving not only your own fortunes, 
but those of your family. Do not let the 
<.)])pci'tunity pa.ss by. Cidtivate the friend¬ 
ship of die Herberts; it may lead to wealth 
.and honours. But teU us, Reuben, what 

kind 
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kind of woman is Mrs, Herbert? Yoitr 
-father Sixw her before she went to India, 
and described her as being then in her 
twenty-second year, and handsome and 
eiiffaffinff. That is rather better than four- 
teen years ago, and the heat of tlie climate 
may have destroyed her beauty.” 

“ Beauty, my dearest mother,” said her 
son, “ is in a great degree a mere matter 
of taste. For instance,” and he smiled 
ai chly at Mrs. Glcndorc, “ you will, I am 
confident, discover many pcrlcctions in 
the person of Miss Herbert which my bad 
taste will prevent my seeing; and I, on 
the contrary, have abeady found out that 
her mother-in-law, though nearly seven- 
and-thirty, with a frame much impaired, 
jtnd a constitution gi-catly debilitated, still 
retains a certain charm of voice, look, and 
air, which, though they may fail to call 
forth the Avild sallies of youthful passion, 
are sure to excite feelings of interest, af¬ 
fection, and esteem.” 

" Why, surely this cannot be Reuben, 

the 
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the wild, the gay, the mirth-loving Reu¬ 
ben Glciidore!” cried Alicia. “ Positively, 
mamma, he has lost his heart to tlje rich 
widow of governor Herbert, and prefers 
seven-and-thirty to blooming seventeen. 
You see, mamma, that you are nearer your 
wishes than you expected.” 

“ My heart you and Marian disposed of 
long since,” replied Reubem, forcing a smile 
of gaiety he did not feel. “ Our dear mother 
ilicn seconded your desires; circumstances 
seem to have changed those desires. 
ha, ha! wluit if the baby should slip his 
leading-strings, run alone, and finally be¬ 
come his own master?” Saying|his, he 
icl’t the room, to the no small chagrin of 
his mother, who, hov/ever, was soon com¬ 
forted by an assurance from Alicia, that 
she would pledge herself for the phability 
and obedience of her brother. 

BIrs. (illendore, whose sole study was to 
increase the slender fortunes of her children, 
lost no opportunity of enlarging their con¬ 
nexion among the affluent and high-born. 

voi,. I. c Penurious 
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Penurious in her rnoile of living, she 
grudged Qvery guinea spent in housekeep¬ 
ing, but she was lavisl) in articles of dress 
and ornan^ent for her tlu’ee daughters,whose 
fine figures and elegant movements had 
gained for them the epithet of the graces. 

Miss Glendoi-e was the beauty of the 
family. She was amiable and unobtrusive 
in her manners; and though possessed of 
a mind highly cidtivated, and of very su- 
])erior endowments to the generality of her 
sex, yet in conversation she n^as easy and 
affable, never assuming to hcTself the airs 
of a leai’ned lady, though in reality her 
stock of knowledge fur exceeded that of 
many of her male acquaintance. Ifcr 
mornings were devoted to study, and to 
the composition of various litcraiy produc¬ 
tions, which severally added to her fame; 
and her evenings were passed in the society 
of her friends, by whom she was beloved, 
respected, and admired. 

Miss Glendore was now in her twenty- 
fourth year; she had, early in life, been 

•attached 
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nttadied to a gentlcmtan of considerable 
merit, who was unfortunately killed in a 
duel, and for wdiose sake she had hitherto 
declined every proposal of marriage, none 
of wdiich had powder to wean her affections 
from her deceased lover. Notwithstand¬ 
ing this, her mother continued to look for¬ 
ward to the time when her daughter, 
w'eary of single blessedness, might be in¬ 
duced to ac’cept the hand of sir Godfrey 
IVilson, a man of large fortune, and a de¬ 
voted admirer of Miss Glendore. 

vMicia, the second sister, and favourite 
<hild of Mrs. Glendore, w'as just turned of 
uinetoen. Her features were not so criti¬ 
cally handsome as those of Juliana, yet 
many gave the preference to her style of 
beauty, which ut times displayed the al¬ 
luring softness of Miss Glendore, and at 
^)thers the fascinating animation of the 
graceful Mai'ian. 

The character of Alicia differed widely 
from cither of her sisters. She posses.sed 
all their united attractions; but at heart 
c 2 she 



28 ORIGINAL or THK MINIATURE, 

she was cold, selfish, and variable as the 
wind. With avidity she entered into all 
the interested plans of her mother—was 
govcnied by her in all her actions, and 
formed no acquaintance without her sanc¬ 
tion. She listened with engaging atten¬ 
tion to the conversation of persons whom 
she secretly despised, flattered their weak¬ 
ness, and, in short, always accommodated 
her manners to those with whom she asso¬ 
ciated. Conscious of her personal charms, 
she yet studied liow they might be' im¬ 
proved by art; and under the appearance 
of a pliant, gentle disposition, concealed a 
vain and haughty spirit, that could brook 
no rival near its throne, unless that rival 
was a sister. 

By nature a finished coquette, Alicia 
contrived to keep in attendance a train of 
admirers, without bestowing on one in 
particular any mark of decided preference. 
Her curiosity had long been raised to be¬ 
hold the son of her father’s friend, and the 
guarded replies of JNIr. Glendore to all her 

questions 
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ijnestions concerninghis family only served^ 
to increase it. She could not conceal her 
joy on being informed of their expected 
arrival; it would open to her a new field 
of amusement, and add to the importance 
of her parents, who would now be able to 
enrol on the list of their friends the rich 
family of governor Herbert. All that she 
had heard from her father of young Her¬ 
bert’s character excited her admiration, and 
she had half resolved to bestow on him- 
the enviable distinction of a favoured lover . 
an a])pellation which her sisters had already 
given to liiin in sport. 

IMarian, the youngest daughter of Mr.s. 
Glendorc, liad just completed her seven¬ 
teenth year. She was tall and’ elegantly 
formed; and though slie could not boast 
of regularity of feature, yet the dazzling 
fairness of her complexion, the heavenly 
blue of her large, expressive eyes, the silken 
ringlets of her light brown hair, and the 
pearly whiteness of her teeth, joined to a 
c d countenance 
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countenance beaming witli tenderne.ss and 
every leminine charm, rendered her a be¬ 
ing capable of inspiring the most lasting; 
attachment. She inherited the hereditary 
genius of her family. Her talent f(.»r poe¬ 
try was of the higher order, and her com¬ 
positions c\ inced the superiority of her 
mind, and were tlie effusions of a heart 
formed to give and to receive all the sweets 
of mutual affection. 

Diffident to an excess, and possessing 
the humblest opinion of her own person, 
IMarian sought to improve the powers 
of her lofty and soaring mind, and to- 
cultivate those talents for music and 
drawing which nature had given her, and 
wliich her more beautiful sisters neglected. 
Warm in her attachments, she allowed 
full scope to her fancy, whicli never failed 
to deck the object of her regard with every 
peifcction. Passionately fond of Iicr f'a- 
iniiy, she nevertheless preferred for a bo- 
som-fnond a young and lovely girl, whom 

circumstances. 
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circumstances, and a congeniality of taste 
and manners, had rendered mexpressivel;^* 
clear to jMarian. 

Virginia Sedley was only a few months 
younger than Marian Glendore. Their 
aequaintJinee commenced wdien they were 
iji their eleventh year, and never, perhaps, 
was affection more tender, or friendship 
more sincere, than that which subsisted 
between Marian and Virginia. The love 
thus begun in childhood increased with 
their growth; the happiness of each appear¬ 
ed to depend upo)i their not being divided, 
and the first wish of Marian’s generous 
heart was to see her friend become the 
wife of her idolized lleuben. 

JMrs. Glendore, for her own private rea¬ 
sons, did not oppose "diis long-cherished 
lioj^e of Marian. It was almost the only 
desii-e of licr youngest daughter which she 
had not determined to tliwart, Marian 
was never a favourite of her mother, and 
tlio weeping girl would confide this cause 
of domestic inquietude to the sympa- 
c 4 thizing 
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thizhig Virginia,, which she studiously 
' concealed from her more fortunate sisters, 
lest she should pain them by taking no¬ 
tice of the marked difference in the con¬ 
duct of htT mother towaitls them and to- 
wai'ds herself. 

Tlie extreme delicacy of her health made 
a constant residence in London highly in¬ 
jurious to the weak constitution of Marian. 
Tier father therefore resolved upon taking 
a house which belonged to a lady of the 
name of P.Iereditli, and which was only 
fifteen miles from town, in a retired and 
beautifid situation, and in tlio A'iciuity of 
several noblemen’s seats, with whom iVIr. 
Glendore, in his professional eaptreity as a 
counsellor, was ficquainted. It was here 
that the fatnily of Mr. (Glendore first be¬ 
came knov/n to Mrs. Meredith aiul her in¬ 
teresting Virginia Sedley. 

The health of Marian began to improAx* 
after a short residence at Meredith House: 
she therefore passed the chief part of her 
time in the country, in perfecting her edu¬ 
cation. 
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cation, and in cultivating the friendship, 
of Virginia, whose place of abode was only 
half-a-mile distant from the great house, 
as the common sort of people used to call 
the large and elegant mansion of Mrs.- 
Meredith. 

Mr. and Mrs. Glendore’s family consisted 
also of two sons; the eldest a captain in 
the navy, and Reuben, who was just pro¬ 
moted to a lieutenancy in the army. This 
young man, who was the darling of his 
piwents and the idol of his sisters, had re¬ 
ceived his education at home, under the- 
immediate direction of his father. His- 
chief companions were his sisters, the elder' 
of wliom assisted in forming his mind and 
guiding his taste. His spirits were natu-- 
rally high', his wit keen and pointed, yet 
never aimed at the failings of his acquaint- ^ 
ance. The goodness of his heart, and the 
sweetness of his temper, were unrivalled; 
his understanding was strong, and thb ver- 
siitility of his talents, his ready wit, ar.d ^ 
c5 mirtli- 
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mirth-loving humour, made him a delight¬ 
ful companion. 

Few young men, on their first introduc¬ 
tion to the world, could boast of more at¬ 
tention paid them by the young and old 
of both sexes thanlleuben Glendore. His 
society was sought after by persons of tlie 
highest rank, and through him his sisters 
were finst brought I'orward into v/liat is 
termed fashionable life, (fay, thoughtless, 
and always to appearance happy, R(*uben‘s 
real virtues Avere best kiunvii Avithin the 
circle (^f his domestic fireside. Fiider the 
mask of levity, he concealed a tenderness 
of heart Avhich Avould not suiter him to in¬ 
flict unnecessary pain on any liA ing crea¬ 
ture. He loved his family dearer than his 
existence; and though he sometimes ven¬ 
tured to differ from his mother’s opinions, 
,yct their little quarrels always ended in att 
embrace, and a promise, on his part, to obey 
her Avislu's. 

His .sisters had ctiual })OAVcr over him. 

Accustomed 
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Accustomed- from childhood to look up to 
Julianaas a second parent, and to be guided 
by her superior Avisdom, he found it diffi¬ 
cult, though now in his twentieth year, to 
shake offi his depcndance; in fact, he Avas 
only master of himself when, absent from 
home; and even then the idea of Miss 
(dcndore’s censure A’/ould occasionally cast 
a damp u})on his- gayest hours. Well 
coiiAunced of the suj)erior minds and solid 
judgments t)f his sisters, lleuben felt un- 
Avilling to enter into any thing like a dis¬ 
pute. His alxectiou iur them, and the na¬ 
tural yieldingness of his nature, made him 
submit quietly to his habitual tutelage; 
eA en in the important adair on Avhich his 
future happiness or misery depended, he 
had aHoAA^ed them to decide—to dispose of 
his hciirt, and to select his destined bride, 
Avithout his being permitted to have a dis-» 
senting \micc, had his inclinations been 
averse to the match. 

When a boy of ibiu-tecn, he became ac¬ 
quainted Avith Wrginia Sedley, then ui 
c 6 her 
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her eleventh year: she was a tall, hand¬ 
some, lively girl of her age; as thought¬ 
less as himself, and the declared favourite 
of his whole family. 'I'liis was sufficient to 
ensure tlie notice of Keuben; the friend 
of his sisters jnust of course be his; and 
Virginia scx>n shared the affection of llcu- 
lx?n, in common with Ids sisters. Time 
improved the personal attractions of Miss 
Sedley; and if Reuben was not actually 
in love with ‘\’'irgiuia, be co-btinly looXed 
forvrard to their union with no svaiptoms 
of dislike, tl'.ough it v.as far from liis in¬ 
tention to make her his wife until he had 
seen more of the \'. orld, and ac(pnrcd that 
rank in the army which would enable him 
to provide for the necessary or imaginary 
v/ants of a gay, extravagant young v,-o- 
man. Circumstances had changed the si¬ 
tuation of Virgijiia, and with it the ijicli- 
nations and plans of a part of his family. 
An unforeseen event had occasioned a dis¬ 
covery, to him perfectly unexpected and 
unwished-for; it had placed his intended 
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bride in a rank of life above his own, and,, 
w'hat was still more amazing, and contrary 
to the w'cll-known amhitious views of his 
mother, tliis very exaltation had operated 
witli licr to the disadvantage of Virginia. 

He was i)i liOndon when this commu¬ 
nication W'as iiRide to him hy JMrs. Glen- 
dore, and at the same time he received the 
agreeable account of Mrs. Herbert being 
on her return to l^higland. This intelli- 
genc(' was I'ollowed up by the arrival of 
his father and mother with Alicia. Ma¬ 
rian was unwell, and Juliana remained at 
fijeredith House, to watch the sick cham¬ 
ber of her sister, lieu ben gathered from 
the conversation of his mother the reason 
of the extraordinary change in her wishes 
inspecting himself and Virginia; she had 
gained a title, but she had lost what con¬ 
stituted her charm in the eyes of the old 
lady, tlie fortune which it was privately 
imagined she w'ould one day inherit. 

Reuben listened to his mother with ge¬ 
nerous indignation; his heart spurned at 

the 
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the mercenary motives of her conduct, yet 
respect and filial affection kept him silent.. 
At that moment ^^irginia (forsaken by her 
adopted mother, with the possibility (>f 
her beitig also neglected by Alicia, ^vhose 
conduct took its colour from that of her 
mother) was more dear to the soid of 
Reuben than she had ever been before. 
Had he been his own master, ho woidd 
have immediately set out lor Meredith 
Cottage, to have congratulated her u])ou 
tlie discovery of her rank; but he was in 
tliis instance, as in many otiu rs, witldu ld 
from giving wav to his natural feelings, bv 
the complete ascendancy which his family 
maintained over him. 

Nothing now was talked of but the 
splendid fortune of go\crnor Herbert’s 
children—of the style in which they would 
live—and of tlie additional cousccpicnce 
which it must give to Mr. Glendore and 
his family, to be on terms of close intima¬ 
cy with that of Mrs. Hei-bei-t. Mrs. (ilen- 
dore had already begun to throw out hints 

of 
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of the probability of Miss Herbert’s attach¬ 
ing herself to Reuben, and of tlie advan¬ 
tages resulting from such an alfiance. 

Alicia, half-seriously, half-jcstingly, se¬ 
conded her mother; but as this was al¬ 
ways done in the absence of Mr. Glondore, 
Rcniben only laughed at their anxiety to 
dispose of him to the highcnl bidder. His 
motlier scarce allowed herself breathing¬ 
time, so eager was she to procure e\'ery 
tiling snittible Kir the acconnuotiation and 
j ecejirion of the M'ealthy widovr of gover¬ 
nor Herbi'i’t. They arrived, and tlms was 
one of Mrs. Glendore’s Jirclent wishes ob¬ 
tained. 


CHAPTia? HI. 

The next morning IMrs. Glendore and her 
daughter were most llatteringly received 
by Mrs. Herbert and JDorinda. The stu¬ 
died 
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died elegance of Alicia’s dre>s, her fine' 
figure, jtnd that fascinating manner for 
winch the sisters were famed, had its due 
effect on each of the Herberts. Dorinda 
had s\ifli<!icnt discernment to perceive the 
cringing homage paid by Mrs. Glendore, 
and to contrast it with the easy polish of 
her daughter’s deportment; yet, accus¬ 
tomed in India to the most servile adula¬ 
tion, she was not displeased to receive it 
from the mother of lleuben. A sympa¬ 
thy of feeling and ideas appeared to exist 
between Miss Herbert and Alicia. ^Vu 
liour had scarcely elapsed when they were 
as familiar as old acquaintai\C“e, while their 
brotiiers seemed equally friendly towards 
each other; and the first visit concluded 
by an invitation to the (illendores to dine 
next day in Dovei>street. 

At this second interview all ceremony 
was banished by every one present, ex¬ 
cepting Mrs. Glendore. That lady, not¬ 
withstanding the affable and conciliating 
behaviour of Mrs. Herbert, could not for¬ 
get. 
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get, in her presence, the meanness of lier 
own origin, and the vast differentfe which 
education and birth liad made betvvecn 
them; not tliat Mrs. Glendore was ac¬ 
quainted with eitlier the name or family 
of Mrs. Herbert before her marriage, but 
her husband had repeatedly assured her 
that she was related to several people of 
rank in England; and the exterior of Mrs. 
Herbert, j<dned to the dignihed sweetness 
of her behaviour, justified the assertion. 
Slie could not contain her delight, on re¬ 
ceiving the grateful thanks of the fair in¬ 
valid for the services she had rendered, in 
procuring for her a house, and every thing 
suitable for her reception; Mrs. Herbert 
also condescendingly requested that JMrs. 
Glendore would add to the debt she already 
owed, by giving her opinion and advice 
on several little affairs of domestic import¬ 
ance, and finally recommend to her the 
dressmaker and milliner of her daughter. 

Alicia laughingly replied, that she filled^ 
those hig'h situations herselfbut that she. 

would 
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■would be kippy to attend ]\Iiss Herbert 
to macfeiuie Lindaiiiiro, Avhose taste in 
those matters wuis unrivalled. 

Dorinda said that she should esteem her- 
scli' greatly indebted to Miss Cilendore for 
her offer; aiid it was agreed that the next 
inoniing ISiiss Herbert and her brother 
should call fur Alicia and lleuben, who 
were to accompany them to several exhi¬ 
bitions then open. Mr. Glendore was iii:- 
vited to pass an hour or two with Sirs. 
Herbert, vvdio said she wished to consult 
with him upon some private concerns. 

Whatever the nature of these concerns 
might be, they had a visible effect upon 
the shattered nerves of jNlrs. Herbert, and 
her cliildren, on their return, found her 
low and dispirited, while the traces of re¬ 
cent tears Avere still visible on her counte¬ 
nance. The affection of Arthur was in¬ 
stantly alarmed, lest his mother had been, 
attacked by a nervous disorder to which, 
she was occasionally subject; but she as¬ 
sured him that her discomposure pi-oceeded 

from. 
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from the conversation which had, passed 
between tier and Rlr. Glendor^-^^*' That. 
«>;ood man,” Stiid she, “ was intimately ac- 
(piainted with the most secret affairs of 
your beloved father, and has proved him¬ 
self trustworthy. We have been talking 
over past events; and that, and the recol¬ 
lection of the irreparable loss I in particu¬ 
lar have sustained, by the death of my 
only protector and dearest friend, have 
nearly overcome me ” 

“ iMy mother!” exclaimed Arthur, em¬ 
bracing her tenderly, “ I grant that your 
loss is irreparable. Such a man as my fa¬ 
ther c.annot be forgotten by one who loved 
like you, and who knew his value; yet, 
Avhile I live, my dearest mother, it shall 
be my study to lighten your loss, to pro¬ 
tect, comfort, and console you; nor shall 
any thing, excejd the hand of the vVl- 
mighty, have power to separate us. 

I not indebted to you for all the atten¬ 
tions, the nameless tendernesses, of a mo¬ 
ther? How often have you quitted the 

brilliant 
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brilliant circle of your own drawing-room 
to steal look at my slumbering form i 
how often have you hung over me, with 
breathless solicitude, when tlie fiush of 
fever crimsoned my cheek, while your 
quick-dropping tears cooleil my burning 
forehead! and how many excuses have you 
framed to hide my boyish irregularities,, 
and sivve me from the just re})roof of my 
father! Ah, my mother, can I do less 
than devote to yon a life which your own 
tenderness has saved, and which is onlv 
valuable to me as it can benefit you I” 

Mrs. Herbert ])ressed him to her bosom, 
then extended her liand towards his sister 
—“ My Dorinda,’' said she, “ I rejoice to 
.see that you are likely to meet with an 
agreeable companion in Alicia (dendore. 
I doubt not tliat her sisters are equally 
pleasing. My Arthur will also find a 
friend in her hroiker, who seems an ami¬ 
able young mini; and I am happy that, Jis 
my health ivill for the present prevent my 
going into company, you wdll be able to 

enjoy. 
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oiijoy, iiiitlcr tJie protection of tliat^tamily, 
all tlie aniiiscincnts of town, ^^ish you 
to cultivate their good opinion; their so¬ 
ciety promises you many })leasures.” 

“ I hope also, mamma,” replied i)orin- 
da, “ that you will participate in them, 
f am (juitc delighted with Alicia; she is 
by far the most sensible and well-informed 
•girl I have yet met with; and, with your 
pennission, I should like to make her a 
present of one of my best Indian chains, 
as an t iniest of my esteem.” 

“ You are at liberty, my dear girl, to 
act as you think proper. To-morrow we 
arc to spend the day with them. I sliall 
select some articles for ]\Irs. Glendore and 
her daughters, which I hope tliey will 
think worthy of their acceptance. I am 
under inlinite obligations to their father; 
and judging of his feelings by my own, 
I cannot prove my sense of them better 
than in acts of kindness to his children. 
JMake what addition you like to the chain, 

my 
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111)’’ clcAr Dorinda; I never wish to check 
the liheJ^ility of your inclinations. It is 
iiiy intention to give each of the IMiss' 
(Ilendores a set of Kasteni ornaments, to 
wear with the drc'sses ivhich I purjiosely 
brought over for them.” 

'riiis unexpected display of Mrs. Her¬ 
bert’s generosity completely iron the heart 
of Mrs. (lleiidore. It produced an instan¬ 
taneous effect on the organs of her sight. 
She became blind to whatever foibles she' 
before suspected her of jiossessing; and as 
slie cast an admiring look at the costly 
})rcsents, she thought the giver one of the 
most perfect of her sex. 

A few particular friends had been in¬ 
vited to meet the widow of governor Her- 
bert; among them was a doctor iieding- 
ficld, a ])hysician, with whose amenity of 
manners Mrs. Herbert was much pleased; 
nor was he less charmed by the svvectnc.ss 
of hers. He advised her not to remain 
•any time in London, but to try the bene- 

ficiai 
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jRcial effects of l\cr native air, 
afllnued, would, in all probabilitjjfentii'cly 
'restore her to the blessings of Isealtli. 

“ If that is your o])inion, doctor,” cried 
IVIr. (dendore, “ it will make me extreme¬ 
ly happy if my dear friend wdll conde¬ 
scend to become my guest at Meredith 
PIousc, which is situated near the place of 
her nativity; and if the restoration of her 
healtli depends upon piire air, good nurs¬ 
ing, and the sinccrest affection, every 
member of my family is disposed to afford 
licr the two latter; and for the former, it 
is not to be found in any spot more salu¬ 
brious tlian at-I am cou'/inced 

that Blaritm would never have lived had 
v/e not taken her there.” 

^Micia, meanwhile, drew sucli an ani¬ 
mated picture of tlie beauty of the situa¬ 
tion, and dwelt with such pride and plea¬ 
sure on the cluxracter of her sisters, that 
Mrs. Herlrcrt, whose secret inclinations 
w'crc already there, consented, to the great 
joy of Mrs. Glendore, to become her guest 

f<)r 
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.foi month. She, nevertheless, felt a re* 
luctance >^,0 leave town without her chih 
dren liaving partaken of its gaieties. Do* 
rinda, liowcver, who, in the course of a 
few days, had concei%'ed a strong aifection 
for Keuben, and who was delighted by 
the description which ^Mieia had given of 
Juliana and JMarian, felt an ardent desire 
to behold them, as well as to be under the 
same roof with their brother. She there¬ 
fore instantly seconded the wishes of Ar- 
thur, who (Untreated that his mother would 
only consult her own health—“ liesides, 
mamma,” said she, “ my friend informs 
inc that the town is quite thin at this sea¬ 
son of the year, and that every body of 
a*iy consequence is in the country. The 
winter is tlie proper time to enjoy the fes¬ 
tivities of London.” 

Mrs. Herbert, with whom the air of 
town had always disagreed, consented to 
quit it in tlie space of a week; and in the 
mean time lleuben proposed to pay a visit 
to iMeredith House, to apprise his sisters 

of 
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of tlicir unexpected pleasure; -and he/hvit 
ed young Herbert to accompany iiim, to 
which the latter readily assented. 

It was a matter of joyous exultation to 
the quick-sighted Mrs. Glendore to per¬ 
ceive, in the dark eyes of Horinda Her¬ 
bert, whenever they rested on Reuben, a 
language which the old lady translated to 
her own satisfaction. She consulted with her 
favourite dang] iter, who agreed in think- 
iiig that the rich heiress already felt a par¬ 
tiality for her brother; and as Mrs. Glcn- 
(lore placed implicit confidence in the dis¬ 
cernment of Alicia, she suflered herself to 
believe that Reuben was the happy man 
destined to become master of Miss Her¬ 
bert and her splendid fortune. She seem¬ 
ed even half inclined to quan-el with Ali¬ 
cia for not making it her chief study to 
captivate the heart of Arthur. 

“ It will be your own fault,” said she, 
“ if you do not secure him to yourself. 
Could I but see you his wife, enjoying 

VOL. I. u all 
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tliy luxuries of his immense wealtli, I 
should be contented to die to-morrow. Con- 
siilt his taste, my Alicia, in every tiling; 
watch his very looks when you are in the 
countr)', and be always at his elbow to an¬ 
ticipate his wishes.” 

Alicia promised obedience — “ But, 
mamma,” said she, laughingly, “ perhaps 
the pensive and learned Juliana may bet¬ 
ter suit his 1300 }% or the graceful and po¬ 
etical Marian. You will then have him 
for a son.^’ 

“But he will not be your husband,” 
replied her mother gravely. “ Juliana 
is not likely to be estranged from her 
books; and woe be to^MM*ian if she pre¬ 
sumes to play off any of her sentimental 
airs to catch the attention of Mr. Herbert!” 

** You forget, mamma,” cried Alicia, 

that the heart of Marian is already dis¬ 
posed of.” 

“ True,” said Mrs. Glendore; “ I forgot 
it, because it is a subject which I do not 

wish 
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wish to remember. The obstinacy 

lian in that affair has cost me/lnany a 

pang.” 

“ Alas! my dear mamma, it is in vain 
to war against destiny. Marriages, you 
knoAV, are made in heaven, at least so our 
old nurse tells me; and who knows but 
it may be ordained, mamma, that I should 
become Mrs. Herbert ? I assure you that 
he has already paid me some very flatter¬ 
ing compliments, and a month’s residence 
at Ma-i^dith House will most likely decide 
the important subject.” 

Alicia, in this instance, only asserted 
what w^as true. In fact, she had studied 
more deeply the character and taste of 
Arthur Herbert than she chose to ac¬ 
knowledge, even to her partial mother; 
as, in case of the failure of her ph n, her 
pride would be hurt by its being made 
public. The attentions of a girl like Ali¬ 
cia Glendore could not remain unnoticed 
by a young man accustomed to receive 
them from all the females who used to fre- 


u 


quent 
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.<4v<iiiL>tlic. governor’s house. His vanity 
(tor ivheiG is the being who does not pos¬ 
sess more or hss of this pernicious quality?) 
was gratified by the apparent preference of 
a mind siqicrior to any he had yet met 
v ith. The accomplisluncnts and general 
hnowledge of -.Vlicia made lior society de- 
‘•irable. and he -was alst) much attached to 
her Irotiur, as, indeed, were all who were 
ac(juainted Avith Heuben (iJendore, 

-V week had already elapsed since his 
arrival in F.ngland, and the packet given 
him by his father remained unopened. 
His time had been so completely occupied 
by the Clendores, that this singular be¬ 
quest, from a parent whom he loved and 
revered, laid quite escaped his memory. 

Keturninghomc one evening, alter hav¬ 
ing passed the day witli his iiiscinating 
friends, and been more than commonly at- 
t(;ntive to Ali(;>a, he ordered his servant 
to bring, him a small trunk, in which was 
.some otto of roses, a bottle of Avhich he had 
promised to carry to Alicia the next niorn- 

ing. 
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i'liis trunk also contained tli i Vine- 
"ift of the governor, wliicli no sooner luel 
the eye of his son than he re]'iroaclied 
himself severely for his neglect. Hastily 
breaking the seals, he discovered a letter 
addressed to liiinself, and a morocco case. 
Checking his first impulse, which was to 
examine the contents of the case, he un¬ 
folded the letter, and read as follows:— 


“ 5 Iy dear and best-beloved Ar¬ 
thur, long before this will be perused by 
} oil, the hand that writes it will be moul¬ 
dering in the dust, and the heart wliicb 
now beats witli the strongest feelings of 
paternal love and confidence will have 
ceased to tlirob. I have passed tlirough 
life, my son, with the single exception of 
one circumstance, without having perform¬ 
ed any action which need call a blush upon 
tlic cheeks of my xVrtlmr, Yet this one 
circumstance, my beloved boy, has poi.son- 
ed the happiness which would othei'wiae 
D 3 have 
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my lot. It lias turned iny pu¬ 
rest pl^a^ures into pains, and the dreadful 
idea of having injured the peace, and de¬ 
stroyed the repose, of an innocent and un¬ 
offending creature, has haunted my ima- 
gination in my hours of domestic bliss. 
1 have not courage to tell my son what 
may diminish his respect for the memory 
of his father. Should, however, any thing 
occur, during your residence in England, 
to make such a disclosure necessary, my 
excellent fi iend Glendore is in possession 
of my fatal secret; but remember, my son, 
as you respect the strict injunction of a 
dying parent, remember that no motive of 
curiosity must prompt you to pry into the 
failings of him who gave you being—re¬ 
member that it must be only strong neces¬ 
sity ; that nothing less than its being es- 
jiential to your own future happiness must 
tempt )mu to apply for an explanation to 
my friend. Should your heart be as su.s- 
ceptible as mine, it will point out to you 
my meaning, and render a disclosure ine¬ 
vitable. 
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vitable. In that case I appeal tb^ , our 
filial tenderness for iny excuse. 

“ The enclosed miniature is the resem¬ 
blance of one whom I have deeply injured, 
I am unknown to her, perhaps even by 
name; but should chance conduct you 
into her presence, should you find her in 
want of a friend to watch over and to di¬ 
rect her steps, be you that friend, my Ar¬ 
thur, that natural protector, of which my 
conduct deprived her. Should she be in 
need of that fortune, for the loss of which 
she is also indebted to my rashness, re¬ 
member that you have more than suffi¬ 
cient. The genuine benevolence of your 
nature, and the delicacy of your mind, will 
teach you how to bestow the gift. I know 
of no man better calculated than yourself 
to do a favour, and yet make the receiver 
appear as if he conferred the obligation. 

“ The object for whose welfare in life I 
am thus anxious, and for whom I feel the 
affection of a father, has a claim of the 
tenderest nature upon your honour and 
© 4 liberality. 
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lilJi^^Tlity. I liavc said enough—mv son 
'\dni’liis boyliood has ever synipatliized 
Avith the unfortunate, anticipated tlieir 
wants, and relieved their miseries. The 
misfortunes of this amiable female cannot 
fail to interest a heart over alive to the 
distresses of a fellow-ereuiure. 'J'he con¬ 
fidence I have thus reposed in your ho- 
•nuur, your i)rudvncc, my dear Arthur, 
must be known only to iiovrself, unless, 
as 1 have before stated, your own liappi- 
ness shoidd be involved in the disclosure; 
jMr. Glendore will then explain to you 
this seeming mysterv.” 


“ Mystery indeed!” exclaimed young 
Herbert, closing the letter, and taking up 
the morocco case, in expectation of behold¬ 
ing the likeness of one old enough to be 
his mother; but what was his surprise on 
seeing the miniature of a beautiful girl, 
evidently not more than fifteen! lie gazed 
on the smiling featui’cs with a new-born 

feeling, 
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feeling', by iio' means favourable to the se¬ 
cret wishes of Alicia Glendore, 

Tlie painter had evidently gloried in the 
subject—it was a masterpiece of art—the 
ivory, in shoi-t, seemed to breathe, and the 
snowy skin to blush at the ard(#lt gaze of 
Herbert. 'J'o nature alone this lovely girl 
appeared indebted for the unadorned 
Avitchery, of her person. Her eyes Avere 
of the darkest hazel, bril'iaiAt, yet tender ; 
her (h-ecian -features Avere expressively 
soft, •}'«-1 an arch smile Avhieh played about 
her small and beautiful mouth, told, th.at 
Avhen animated, she AA'as equally captivat¬ 
ing. Her light ehesmat hair AvaA'ed OA'cr 
h.er forehead, and, parting, discovered tlie 
Avell-curved eyebrows; Avhile some of the 
elossv ringlets fell Avith graceful negli- 
gence over her shoulders, exquisitely form¬ 
ed, and partly veiled her bc;soui, half rising 
above the muslin frock, giving fair promise 
of its futiu'C symmetry. 

As if spell-bound, Arthur continued to 
hold in his hand the singular gift of his 
n 5 deceased 
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(J.eceasecl parent. The longer he viewed 
it, the more familiar part of its features 
.seemed; they reminded him of a well- 
known face; yet it was highly improbable 
that any relationship should exist between 
this sw(^ girl and the person he thought 
of. In what manner could his father, who 
was famed for every endearing quality, 
every generous feeling, have injured so 
lovelv a creature? Yet that he had in- 
jured her was past a doubt, since the go¬ 
vernor himself had said so. 


“ Ah!” he cried, “ my father needed 
not to have enjoined me so solemnly to 
protect and succour, if necessary, a being 
whose exterior must be a passport to eveiy 
heart But how, without knowing her 
name or place of abode, can I fulfil his 
ivishes? It is evident that Mr. Glendore 


could direct my search; but him I am for¬ 
bidden to apply to, unless my own happi¬ 
ness should demand the inquir)'. Strangely 
incomprehensible! how can the happiness 
of my future life be anywise connected 

with 
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with this sweet girl ? and yet my father 
tells me that she lia& a claim of the strongesf 
nature upon my honour and liberality; 
that he felt for her the affectionate solici¬ 
tude of a parent. Gracious Heaven! per¬ 
haps he was really her father, and this 
lovely maid claims from me the protecting 
care of a brother.” He paused; his eyes 
still rested on the miniature; an unplea¬ 
sant feeling entered his heart; it seemed 
as if he could willingly give up half of his 
fortune to be assured that no such rela¬ 
tionship existed between them. Again 
he read over the letter of his father, and 
again he contemplated his singular be¬ 
quest. 

“ I am foolish,” said he, “ to be thus af¬ 
fected about a being who may, by this 
time, have lost the magic of youthful 
beauty. This may be only the resem 
blance of a female, now old enough to be 
my mother; and yet, how my father could 
love, deeply injure, and be unknown to 
her, perliaps even by name, is a mystery 
D 6* which 
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whicli I cannot define. Sacred, liovvcver, 
be his commands—old or vouni!:, the 
original of this miniature cannot fail to in¬ 
terest my humanity.” 

Ho clo.«ed the case; it was not. however, 
consigned to the trunk, but careiiilly ))Ia- 
ced, with tlie Ic'ttcr, in a ])rivate drawer of 
his writing-desk. 

The next morning he accompanied bis 
moilicr and sister to Mr. Glendor(''s. 'j'lie 
former was sliown into the study, while 
himself and Dorinda were conducted by 
Ken ben to the drawing-room, .\rtlnir 
presented Alicia with the delicious })er- 
fume which lie had promised her, and 
which became of double value as being 
his gift. She, howcA’cr, observed that his 
eyes were languid, and that his vivaeity 
seemed forced. As if by sym})athy, hers 
was immediately affected. vShc sighed 
deeply as she expressed a fear that he was 
unwell, and wished her brother to post¬ 
pone their intended journey to Meredith 
House until next day. To tliis, however, 

Arthur 
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Artluu- would not consent, assuring her 
that her fears wore groundless, as he was 
periectly well. 

They were no sooner gone than IMi^s. 
tdendore, taking advantage of her hus- 
hand’s absence, said—“ lleiiben, you Avill 
tell your sisters that we shall be with them 
in three or four days, and that I shall ex¬ 
pect to hud cA'cry thing proper for the re- 
(X'ption of such a guest as Mrs. Herbert, 
Desire Marian, if she is able, to see that 
old Jenny gets the best and second best 
roojus thoroughly aired for Miss Herbert 
and her brother; and do you mind, lleu- 
ben, that he is made perfectly comfortable. 
Let Jenny know that she need not be 
(pfite so frugal in her housekeeping, and 
not to spare tlie poultry, or any thing else, 
while the Herberts are witli us. The best 
we have is but poor fare for them, accus¬ 
tomed, as they have been, to every luxury. 
Yet 1 think, Ileuben, that INIiss Herbert 
seems far happier Avhen she is with us 
than at her own home.” 


“ Very 
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“ Verj’^ likely, my dear mother, as she 
is evidently attached to Alicia.” 

“ To say not a word of a little penchant 
for her brother,” cried Alicia, gaily. “ Come, 
Reuben, confess. Did you ever see a wo¬ 
man improve more than she does upon a 
further acquaintance ?” 

“ I really cannot tell,” replied Reuben, 
carelessly ; “ all that I know is, that she 
appears a sensible and accomplished girl, 
and has certainly taken a great fancy to 
us.” 

“ I wish, Reuben, that I could perceive 
a similar fancy in you towards her,” said 
Mrs. Glendorc. “ I should have thought 
that her wealth and condition in life, with 
the evident partiality she feels for you, 
would have made you quite proud of your 
conquest.” 

“ And so I am, mother, certainly,” re¬ 
plied Reuben, lauglring, “ proud as you 
could wish me to be. Dorinda would be 
a very agreeable companion, with whom 
I should like to trifle away an idle hour, 

did 
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did I not feel too much esteem for Mix 
Herbert, and too great a regard for Ar¬ 
thur, to sport with the peace of his sister. 
But, in good earnest, mother, I am not 
so vain as to impute the flattering conduct 
of Dorinda to any other cause than the 
general kindness she seems to entertain for 
us all.” 

“If you should be mistaken, Reuben,’' 
said Alicia, 

Reuben took up his hat.—“ I hate to 
be piagued, Alicia, and shall therefore go 
and stroll down Bond-street before I call 
for Herbert. Have you any other mes¬ 
sage, mother, for my sisters ?’’ 

“ None, my dear boy; only remember, 
Reuben, how dearly I love you, and how 
anxious I am to see you rise in the peril¬ 
ous profession which you have chosen. 
Remember how much depends on your 
present conduct, how much you will be 
able to do for your sisters, should you but 
take advantage of the partiality of Miss 
Herbert. It is better to have a rich wife, 

though 
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.though a plain one, than a jiennyless 
beauty. As you are too young to judge 
for yourself, l>e guided, iny dear son, hy 
me. You have not seen A'irginia since 
the discovery of who ivas lier father. 
Poor girl! 1 pity her; and had slie been 
less vain, less tlunightless, I might still 
have been induced, notwithstanding her 
want of fortune, to receive her as my 
daiightcT. But I am terribly afraid that 
she has deceived us all, and that the seeds 
of jmde, vanity, and dissipation, are too 
thickly sown in her nature for us to era¬ 
dicate. If I thought, Ileidien, that you 
still continued to look upon ^brginia as 
your future wife, I should be miserable.” 

Bcuben loved his mother too dearly to 
bear the idea of her being miserable on his 
account. He laid down his hat, and seat¬ 
ing himself by her side, ailectionatcly 
kissed her. 

“ You need not be uneasy, mother,” said 
he; “ I am neither going to marry Vir¬ 
ginia, nor any one else, at.present. You 

and 
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and my sisters have managed me as you 
please; yet had I, a few months back; 
been as hasty as yourselves, I should, by 
this, have been too firmly engaged to Vir¬ 
ginia to have receded with honour. 1 
thought it impossible that my sisters could 
e^"er love her less than they did then, and 
must confess, that should Virginia prove 
undeserving of the affection they have 
shown her, it will give me real concern.” 

“ Virginia's self can alone diminish our 
attachment,” replied Alicia. “ The ten¬ 
derness we bore her was founded on her 
supposed virtues. Should we discover 
that they were only the creation of our 
own brains, however dear it may cost us, 
we must be compelled to own ourselves 
deceived. I do not, however, say that 
this is exactly the case, although I have 
seen much to discommend in Virginia 
since the death of her father.” 

“ I always thought her proud and scorn¬ 
ful,” said Mrs. Glendore; “ but since that 
event took place, she has carried herself 

with 
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with as haughty an air as if he had left 
her a large fortune, instead of not even re¬ 
membering her name in his wilL” 

Reuben started from his seat—“ I must 
be gone ” said he, trying to force a smile 
on one of the most amiable faces in the 
world, “ or Miss Herbert will accuse me 
of loitering.” 

In a moment he was out of sight; the 
accustomed kiss which he always bestow¬ 
ed on his mother and sister was forgotten. 
The heart of Reuben was full of sympa¬ 
thy ; it throbbed with a tenderness which 
the beauty of Virginia had foiled to create, 
but to which her misfortunes alone had 
given rise. 

Reuben was evidently dispirited w^hen 
he arrived at Mrs. Herbert’s; and Dorin- 
da, whose curiosity was immediately excit¬ 
ed to a painfiil degree, at seeing so novel 
a circumstance as Reuben Glendore out 
of spirits, became in her turn pensive and 
absent. 

The dinner over, the young men rose 

to 
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to take leave. Mrs. Herbert embraced 
her son.—“ My dearest Arthur,” said she, 
“ I can hardly spare you, though I hope 
to be with you in a few days. Tell the 
Miss Glendores that I and Dorinda al¬ 
ready love them; that our thoughts will 
be at Meredith House; and that, if possi¬ 
ble, I shall see them this week. I shall 
be uneasy, however, if I do not receive a 
line from you by to-morrow’s post; and 
be careful, my Arthur, not to expose your¬ 
self to the night-air.” Then turning to¬ 
wards lleuben, and giving him her hanck 
which he instantly raised to his lips—“You 
know not,” she continued, “ my dear sir, 
liow necessary to my peace is the presence 
of my beloved Arthur; if you did, yon 
W'ould wonder that I could so readily con¬ 
sent to his accompanying you. I think 
you are not quite so old as he is; however, 
I shall entrust him to your care—pray do 
not let him go out in the damp of the 
evening." 

Hcuben promised all she wished, then 

hurrying 
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hurrying after his friend, leapt into tlie 
chaise; Avhicli in a few hours conveyed 
them to the estate of one of the most cc- 
oentric characters in England. 


CHAPTER IV. 


Mrs. Meredith was the widoAV of a rich 
brewer, who, having amassed a (■(insider- 
able fortune in trade, left his wife in ])os- 
session of a clear estate of six thousand a- 
year, which, with sundry h^gacies be¬ 
queathed her by different relations, toge¬ 
ther with her own rigid economy, laid ac¬ 
cumulated to eight tliousand. Notwith¬ 
standing the largeness of lier income, Mrs. 
IVIeredith, though childless, preserved the 
strictest parsimony in the regulation of’ 
her household. jMeredi'th House, Avhich 
had been built by lier husband upon a 
krge and handsome scale, she had let to 
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IMr. Glendore for seven years, residing 
herself in a small white cottage, which had 
been fitted up by ]\Ir. Meredith as a com¬ 
fortable alpde for a widowed sister of his 
wife. 

This sister died, and Mrs. Meredith im¬ 
mediately resolvctl to let the great house, 
and remove herself to the cottage. Fond 
of society, tliough she always contrived 
that it should cost her little, she visited 
all th.e ncigh.bouring' families, lecommcnd- 
ed to them, as servants, tlie sons and 
daughters of her tenants, and distributed 
tlieir charit)’^ to such objects as she tiiought 
in need of it. lly this means, and with 
little expence to herself, she gained what 
she was most desirous of, the character of 

a humane and benevolent old Avoman. 

> 

Having seen a great deal of the world, 
and knowing something of every body 
and every thing, she was a pleasing and 
entertaining companion. Her voice was 
uncommonly persuasive, and as she was 
always profuse in her offers of serving 

those 
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those who, she w’as well aware, did not 
want her assistance, and of making little 
presents where the return would be dou¬ 
ble to what she gave, she in general con¬ 
trived to make herself a welcome guest 
wherever she went. 

Her family consisted of herself, and of a 
young lady Avhora she had brought up 
from a child, three women-servants, a 
coachman (for she was obliged, by the will 
of her husband, to keep her carriage), and 
a man who served in the double capacity 
of gardener and footman. The females, 
except one, w'ere daughters of her tenan¬ 
try, to whom she gave small w'ages, made 
them live hard, do just what they w'ere 
bid, and if they were docile and quick, 
got them into good places, and took others 
to whom she acted in the same manner. 
Their parents, grateful for this show of 
kindness in one so rich, never failed to 
caiTy her the earliest produce of their gar¬ 
dens. Their richest cream, their best but¬ 
ter, or even their poultry, w ere ahvays at 

her 
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lier service; thus she wKs sure to be a 
gainer by what they deemed her affability 
and condescension. 

This singular being was a strange mix¬ 
ture of pride and meanness. Mrs. JNIere- 
dith at home, and Mrs. Meredith abroad, 
were two distinct ch£ffact€rs. At home, 
even while she resided at the great house, 
she rose by five in the morning, saw to 
the milking of her cows, feeding of her 
pigs, SiC .; then went into her garden, 
weeded the walks, and frequently took the 
young girls to help her to pick up the stones 
from her fields. She was a constant vi¬ 
sitor to the kitchen, generally attended to 
the cooking, and saw that the provisions 
were not wasted. As she sometimes 
spent a few days in town, she entrusted 
the management of her femily, during her 
absence, to the care of an elderly female, 
who was called the housekeeper, but who, 
in fact, was any thing, according to the will 
of her mistress. The carriage was no 
sooner out of sight than the holidays com¬ 
menced 
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'Mienccd at JNIerMith House. Order and 
regularity were* banished ; the young fe¬ 
male servants, with Virginia at their head, 
Kinged at pleasure all over the apartments 
of JMeredith House. Its fields and gar¬ 
dens were the scenes of their innocent 
mirth; nor was obedience or labour 
thought of until the return of Mrs. Mere¬ 
dith. It was then that Mrginia would 
playfully throw her graceful arms round 
the neck of the old lady, and beg her not 
to be angry if all was not finislud that 
she had left orders to be done, as she alone 
was to blame, but would willingly help 
the maids to make amends for lost time. 

Mrs. Meredith w’as of a cheerful di.spo- 
sition. She loved children, and Virginia 
more than any. Kissing her fair and 
blooming cheek, she would only say— 
“ You are a bad girl, my \'irginia—a sad 
romp. You spoil all my maids; but j^ou 
will know better when you are .older.” 

She then laid aside her outgoing clothes, 
])ut on an old, black, quilted petticoat, a 

rusty 
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rusty, silk gown of the same dismal hue, a 
shawl quite in unison with the gown, and 
an old beaver hat, without a morsel of 
nap to tell w hat it once had been. The 
silk stockings w^ere exchanged for cotton 
or wwsted, and the laced cap for a plain 
one. A pair of the legs of some old black 
stockings w^ere drawui on her arms; and 
thus equipped, witli her long stick in her 
hand, she sallied forth to see wdiat depre¬ 
dations her youthful charge and her com¬ 
panions had committed, during her ab¬ 
sence. 

In taking upon herself a responsibility 
of such importance as the care and educa¬ 
tion of Virginia Scdlcy, Mrs. IMeredith 
iras impelled at first by two nu'tivcs—tlie 
probable advant;ip;es w'hich ivould result 
to herself from the natural gratitude of 
Virginia’s father, and the praise wdiich the 
generosity and kindness of the action 
would call forth from cvciy person ac¬ 
quainted w'itli it. ,'J'he connexion cOm- 
•Kienced in the following manner. 

VOL. I. E Providence 
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Providence ordained, that just at the pe¬ 
riod when Virginia lost her mother, Mrs. 
Meredith w^as on a visit to a family, only 
a sliort distance from the estate of her fa¬ 
ther. Tlie deprivation of a parent’s pro¬ 
tecting care was attended by circumstan¬ 
ces of the mo.st painful nature; and Mrs. 
Meredith, though unknown to lord de 
Morvillo, v/aited on him, as soon as de¬ 
cency would permit, to condole with him 
on his misfortune, and to propose to take 
charge of his infant daughter, tlien only 
two years old. The persuasive voice and 
soothing manners of Mrs. ^leredith, aided 
by his own private reasons, made his lord- 
ship close immediately with her offer; 
and after the necessary' arrangements, 
Virginia was consigned to the ])rotection 
of her new friend, with an allowance of 
two hundred a-vear for her board, educa- 
tion, and clothing. 

. According to the wish of lord de Mor- 
ville, Virginia was to be brouglit up as 
Miss Sedley, tlie daughter of a gentleman 

abroad; 
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abroad; her education was to be simple, 
her dress plain, and every care taken to 
withhold from her knowledge the rank of 
her father. 

Mrs. Meredith agreed to these singular 
terms, from a supposition that time would 
effect a change in the intentions of lord 
de Moiwille. In this, however, she was 
mistaken; his lordship continued obsti¬ 
nately bent upon the system he had at first 
adt)pted. '^I’lie quarterly allowance was 
paid to tlie very day on wliich it became 
due; but from the hour of his daughter’s 
(juitting de Monille Castle, he had de¬ 
clined seeing her, notwithstanding the re¬ 
peated solicitations of INIrs. IMeredith, that 
he would honour her by a visit, and be an 
eyewitness to the personal improvements 
of his child. 

The cold, unfeeling conduct of lord de 
Morville strengthened the claim which 
V^irginia had upon the aflection and hu¬ 
manity of JNIrs. JMeredith. In proportion 
as she felt convinced that her lovely charge 
E 2 was 
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was abandoned by lier natural protector, 
«he redoubled her endeavours to bestow 
on her an education suitable to her real 
rank, yet avoid incurring any heavy ex- 
pence. llccollecting that her brother’s 
eldest daughter liad been governess in a 
nobleiiian's tlimilv, but was now returned 
I'.ome, ti)r tlie purpose of superintending 
the studies of a younger sister, JVIrs. Me- 
ix'dith wrote to her brother, and invited 
Miss.^Ieredith and'W'inilVed to taken]) 
their residence with her, olfering to find 
them in clothes and other necessaries. 

IMr. Meredith was in a situation of life 
which ivadc' him catch at c\cry 'le.'' of 
reincmb.Mi’.ee (T kindness ironi so rich a 
relation. Miss Meredit); also rejoi. :d at 
an invitation .so unexpected, and, with 
AX inifred, hastened to oh' y the welcome 
.Miiiimons of her aunt. Tlie eccentriciiies 
of Mrs. Meredilh's character Avere well 
known to her ekk'st niece; siie the’efore 
studied how to win her good op.inion; and 
being naturally of a steady, economical. 
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y.lacid disposition, she soon obtained her 
desire. 

I'he task of instructing I^Iiss Sedley iir 
tlie various accomplishments of fashion¬ 
able cdiiration became a matter of pleasing 
amusement to Mi.ss Meredith. Her aunt 
made h.er occasional little presents, as an 
incentive to continue her exertions; and 
thus was a governess of no mean abilities* 
procured for Virginia at a cheap rate, and 
at the same time increasing tlie fame of 
]\Irs. Meredith’s goodness of heart, in tak¬ 
ing under her protection her two nieces. 
It also gave to Virginia a companion in 
AVinifred, more suitable than tliose she 
had hitherto associated with- 

The erroneousness of the old, saying, “ a 
woman caimot keep a secret,” was fully 
verified in Airs. Meredith.. Alost sacredly 
had she preserved tliat confided to her by 
lord de Riorville, yet slie could not avoid 
throwing out hiiiis to Air. Clendore and 
his familv, of the fortune which she scri- 
E 3- ously 
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ously believed Virginia would one day in¬ 
herit These were not lost on the merce¬ 
nary mind of his wife, who therefore did 
not attempt to check the fondness of her 
daughters for INIiss Sedley; neither did she 
oppose their united wishes to see their 
idolized friend become, Itt a proper period, 
the wife of Reuben; firmly imagining, as 
she did, that she was to be Mrs. Mere- 
tlith’s heiress. 

Mr. Glendorc, who loved his own re¬ 
pose too much to contradict the usual plans 
of his wife, suffered her and his daugh¬ 
ters to have their own way. It was sel¬ 
dom or ever that he ventured to dispute 
with ]\Irs. Glendore. She was a good 
wife and a good mother; the faults she had 
were too deeply rooted for him to eradi¬ 
cate; he therefore generally contrived to 
retreat to his study when he saw her dis¬ 
posed to be severe on the conduct of others 
—an amusement to which she was but too 
much inclined, and which the natural 

lenity 
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lenity of his disposition precluded him 
from enjoying. 

With the appearance of Virginia he was 
as much pleased as liis daughters. The 
blended likeness of both her parents, which 
was 'visible in her highly-interesting coun¬ 
tenance, made li^jj^nstantly suspect whose 
child she was. Taking, therefore, a proper 
opportunity, he questioned Mrs, Mere¬ 
dith so closely, and testified so much pa¬ 
ternal solicitude for her young charge, 
that she frankly acknowledged his sus¬ 
picions were just, but that he Avas the only 
person to whom she had divulged the se¬ 
cret. 

Mr. Glendore bestowed on her the 
warmest commendations for h.er generous 
protection of the lovely girl. He approved 
of her conduct as much as he rc])robatcd 
the injustice and cruelty of lord de Mor- 
ville’s. He also was in possession of a 
secret, but he meant not to re|xiy the con¬ 
fidence of Mrs. Blcredith, by divulging 
what he had never even breathed a hint 
E 4 of 



so ORIGINAI, OF THE MINIATURE. 

of to his own wile. He applauded tlie 
honour with which tlie old lady had kept 
her word, and gave his, in return, to hold 
her communication inviolable. 

Mrs. Meredith smiled—“Of course you 
except jMrs. Cleiulore ?’’ said she. “ IMau 
and wife arc but one."’ 

“ In this instance, ’ he replied, return¬ 
ing lier good-natured smile witli one equal¬ 
ly pleasing, “ we are two distinct beings, 
1 liavc my own reasons f()r particularly 
wishing l^lrs. (ilendoreto be kc]>t i)i igno¬ 
rance of all that concerns IMiss Heuley.” 

“ Well, you know best, most assured¬ 
ly,” said the did lady. “ My } oung charge 
is naturally high-minded, and 1 arn by no 
means desirous that she should become ac¬ 
quainted with the rank of her father, un¬ 
less he increased her allowance. AVhat, 
Mr. Olendorc, is two hundred a-year for 
the board, education, and clothing of a 
nobleman’s daugliter? Had I not acted 
witli tin; iriost rigid economy, and pro¬ 
cured lor lier the insjtructions of my niece, 

I could 
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I could not have made it answer. I am 
in hopes,, however, that as she grows older, 
h^rd de INIorvillo will remember that her 
cxpences will increase, and be induced to 
settle sometliing on her for life.” 

“ Ijord de JSIorville is a cold-hearted, 
unfeeling scoundrel!” replied Mr. Glen- 
doj’o, quite off Ifis guard; “ he was a bad 
husband, and he is a bad father. I anr 
much mistaken if he ever adds a guuiea 
to the sum which necessity alone compel¬ 
led him to advance for her maintenance.. 
The iMinighty has proved his Avatchful 
care of JMiss Sedley l)y placing her under 
your pi’otection; and God grant that she 
may never stand in need of any assistance 
from her fatlier!” 

j^Irs, IVieredith perceived thatJMr. Glen- 
dore knew more of his lordship than he 
chose to avow, yet she was too polite to 
question him on a subject Avhich he, from 
that hour, evidently avoided. Next to 
her money, she loved Virginia Sedley above 
all earthly things. She had brought her 
E 5 up 
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up from the nge of two years—she had 
witnessed the gradual improvement of a 
person lovely and fascinating, without be¬ 
ing assisted by the aid of dress or orna¬ 
ment—she had experienced from her a 
thousand little acts of affection, wdiich 
made amends for her thoughtless mischie¬ 
vousness and monkey-tricks-and when she 
hindered tlic maids, stole the cream from 
the dairy, or plucked some of her finest 
fruit, wliich was intended for the miirket, 
the old lady’s anger was quickly disarmed 
by the tears and kisses of the beautiful 
penitent. 

\'irginia, meanw'hilc, ignorant of her 
rank, obeyed with cheerful alacrity the 
orders of Mrs. Meredith. She assisted the 
old lady and her maids to weed the gar¬ 
den, feed the poultry, and do many little 
domestic affairs. The plainness of her 
dross never gave her a moment’s concern; 
tliough sometimes, of a Sunday, when she 
accompanied Mrs. IMcredith to church, 
she thought how much she should like to 

have 
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have her straw bonnet trimmed the same 
as the Miss Lambtons, instead of the single 
piece of green ribbon which tied her own, 
and which was to last her a stated time. 
Sashes were also deemed unnecessary; and 
in order to save washing, Virginia seldom 
A\'ore any other dress than grey stuff, ex- 
ce])t Avheu she Avent to church. 

The arriA^al of tl>c Miss Merediths gaA'e 
a neAV tuni to the mind and inclinations 
of our heroine. In the youngest, Avho was 
a year older than herself, she found a sen¬ 
sible, wcll-inf(jrmed, good-natured com¬ 
panion, Avho often, though unintention¬ 
ally, made her blush at her oavu ignoranee,. 
Proud and haughty by nature, she deter¬ 
mined soon to rectify this fault. Conscious 
of her oAvn superior talents to those of 
Winifred Meredith, she learnt Avith eager¬ 
ness the lessons given her by her sister, 
and made such rapid progress in her stu¬ 
dies, that she had no longer cause to blush 
at her own inferior knowledge. 

Under the tuition of a being so mild 
E 6 and 
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and conciliatory as Miss IMeveditli, \drf>i- 
nia ])ccanie acquainted with her own lan¬ 
guage in its native purity—spoke French 
and Italian with case and elegance—drew 
tolerably—and displayed all the rccpiisites 
of one who would excel in music. Hy 
dint of the most persevering entreaties, slie 
at la.st coaxed Mrs. JMereditli into a pro¬ 
mise of buying an instrument. It was no 
.sooner obtained than Virginia forgot the 
delights of romping. Every moment of 
leisure was devoted to her iavourite study; 
and the old lady, for the first time in iier 
life, did not I’egrct having parted vrith her 
money. 

When the family of Mr. Glendore first 
took possession of Mcreditli House, she 
was taken by its singular owner to ])ay 
them an introductory visit. Virginia was 
then only turned of eleven; she was tall, 
and notwithstanding her embarrassment, 
attractively graceful. The polished and 
affable manners of the Miss Gkndcres 
soon dispelled her natural reserve ; tlic 

visit 
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visit was immediately returned, and from 
that day A^irginia seemed to have become 
a new creature. iVll the amiable traits of 
her character were now unfolded, as well as 
those little weaknesses almost inseparable 
from human nature. She loved Winifred 
31oredith, but she idolized the Glendores. 
'flic affection of Winifred, and the yield- 
ingness of her temper, made her wholly 
subservient to Virginia. She never differ¬ 
ed from her in opinion, or thought it pos¬ 
sible that her lovely frioid coidd do 
urong. 

Marian (flendore loved the favourite of 
her fiimily with an attachment bordering 
on romance, yet she saw her tailings, and 
strove to correct them. Only a few months 
oilier than Miss Sedley, she was gifted by 
nature with a mind and genius that made 
her capable of reasoning with solidity, and 
of adding practice to theory, llrilliant 
talent, cultivated taste, and sound judg- 
tnent, were accompanied by a tenderness 
of heart, and a warmth of expression, 

that 
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that never failed to subdue the hii>h spirit 
of Virginia, conquer her pride, and melt 
her into tears of grateful affection. 

The ambitious and aspiring soul of \’’ir- 
ginia had now a new incentive to prose¬ 
cute her studies. She wished to deserve 
the profusion of praise bestowed on her 
by the friends she loved deaiex* than her 
existence; perhaps also she wished to 
gain the praises of Reuben, who, lavish 
of his caresses to his sisters, would some¬ 
times venture to touch the glowing cheek 
of their idol, while his own ap})eared to 
borrow from hers some of its blushing mo¬ 
desty. 

The happiness of ^"irginia knew but 
one alloy. Surrounded by friends who 
seemed to idolize her—the constant com¬ 
panion of Marian, on M’hom she doted— 
the intended wife of Reuben, for such, 
from her twelfth year, she had been accus¬ 
tomed to hear herself called, still Virginia’s 
affectionate heart longed to know more of 
that parent whose distance from England 

prevented 
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prevented her from enjoying the svvTcts of 
paternal tenderness. Hut as she older 
grew, she could not eom})reliend what ob¬ 
stacle could hinder her from hcariHi>' i'rom 
him. The replies of Mrs. Meredith only 
served to inflame her curiosity. The good 
sense of Marian, to whom it was an equal 
mystery, and the deference Virginia al¬ 
ways paid to her opinion and advice, made 
her seldom start the subject to one who 
uniformly counselled her to wait with pa¬ 
tience, to enjoy the happiness within her 
reach, nor embitter present pleasures by 
anticipating future evils. To Winifred, 
therefore, she unbosomed herself; and as 
she w^ept at the coldness and strange want 
of affection in her father, found comfort 
from the sympathetic tears of Winifred, 
who thought and said exactly as she 
wdshed. 

The period ivas now arrived when the 
curiosity of Virginia was to be gratified 
at the expence of her tranquillity. On 
the eve of completing her sixteenth year, 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. IMeredith determined to celebrate her 
birthday Avitli more than usual festivity, 
as one expence ^vould also do for the nup¬ 
tials of her eldest niece, who, it was agreed, 
should bestow her hand on a friend of Mr. 
Glendore on that day. Virginia lamented 
lier inability to present her amiable in- 
stnictress ^vith any valuable mark of her 
gratitude—“ I am poor in every thing but 
affection,” said she, embracing her; “ but 
should I ever become mistress of a full 
purse, the first money I spend shall be de¬ 
dicated to you.” 

Mrs. Meredith had invited all the fa¬ 
mily of the Glendores to witness the mar¬ 
riage of her niece, and to partake of the 
wedding-dinner. In the evening ]\Irs. 
Glendore was to give a ball at JMeredith 
House, for which she had sent cards of in¬ 
vitation to all the neighbouring families. 

Mrs. Meredith had written to lord de 
Morville an accurate account of his daugh¬ 
ter’s studies; she dwelt on tlie improve¬ 
ment of her person, whicli, in order to 

please 
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])lease his vanity, she told him v.as very 
like his own—described her mode of pass¬ 
ing her time—and, finally, assured him 
tliat siie had not only, to the best of her 
abiiiti('s, brought up Virginia to be an or¬ 
nament to society, but to be an economi¬ 
cal and frugal housewife. She, however, 
solicited his lordship to make a further ad¬ 
dition of a hundred a-year to tiie two al¬ 
ready allowed her, as Miss Sedh y Avas 
noAV arrived to an age when the expences 
of her dress must necessarily be increased 
by her mixing Avith the world. 

Ilis lordship’s reply was short. He en¬ 
closed a hundred pound bank-note, but 
refused to settle the same on Miss Sedley 
annually. lie thanked Mrs. Meredith for 
the services she had rendered him in tak¬ 
ing charge of Virginia, and in keeping 
inviolate the secret of her rank. He of¬ 
fered to })rovide for two of her nephcAA'S, 
either in the army or the navy—complain¬ 
ed severely of his OAvn debilitated health 
—entreated lier to preserve the same si¬ 
lence 
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lence as ever—and begged her acceptance 
of a valuable repeating watch, as a mark 
of his esteem. 

[Mrs. Meredith very joyfully received 
this solid proof of lord de IMorville’s re¬ 
membrance, and did not despair of gain¬ 
ing at last her point with him. She in¬ 
stantly wrote to accept his proffered kind¬ 
ness for her nephews, who were immedi¬ 
ately rated as midshipmen, and sent out 
under the protection of two of his lord¬ 
ship’s relations. With part of the hun¬ 
dred pounds intended for Virginia, Mrs. 
JMeredith bought her an elegant dress, to 
be worn as bride’s-maid to her niece, to 
whom she also presented her wedding gai*- 
ments; but as she was fortunately engaged 
to a man of some fortune and good con¬ 
nexions, she thought she could do well 
enough without any further assistance from 
her. It w'as, however, generally supposed, 
that at her death her nieces would he 
handsomely remembered in her will. 

The young heart of Virginia was, for 

the 
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the first time, elated by the feelings of gra¬ 
tified vanity. Accustomed to the plainest 
habiliments from her childhood, she could 
not contemplate what she deemed the gift 
of IMrs. IMeredith without experiencing 
sensations of delight at the beauty of the 
lace and the fineness of the muslin. She 
hastened to array herself in what she so 
much admired, and what she thought so 
much became her. 

Her companion, Winifred, assisted her 
in what was noxo become the important 
aftair of the toilette. The glass of Vir¬ 
ginia, hitherto but little consulted, spoke 
also a new language to its lovely mistress, 
as she gazed on the finely-proportioned 
figure, the glowing countenance, the bril¬ 
liant hazel eyes, shaded by the long silken 
eyelash, which softened their lustre. Va¬ 
nity, that poison of the female mind— 
that canker of the heart, which corrodes 
its best affections, crept into the yet-inno- 
ceiit soul of Virginia, and by first teach- 
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ing her to compare her person with 
that of others, convinced her that slie was 
beautiful. iS. blush of pleasure heighten¬ 
ed the colour on her check. “ \A"hat,” 
thought Virginia, “ will be the opinion of 
Reuben on this wonderful difference in 
my appearance? will he not to-day join 
in the praise Avhich I am certain of receiv¬ 
ing from his sisters, or will he preserve the 
same careless air as usu.d ?” 

Eager to have lier dovibts removed, Vir¬ 
ginia hurried to the drawing-room, wdiere 
the bride and bridegroom were only wait¬ 
ing for the arrival of Mr. (ilcndore’s fa¬ 
mily. They came—Virginia’s Ix-soin b.eav- 
ed at their approach. The Miss ( ilendorcs, 
whispering, told her l!()';v lovely .'•lio look¬ 
ed—how much her dress became her. 
Marian adjusted a)Kl restrained .some of 
her rich chesnut curls; then pressing her 
li])s to the crimson cheek of Virginia, 
softly said—“ Relovcd I'riend of my soul! 
how I anticipate the blissful moment 

whichfc 
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which, I trust, is not far distant, when 
niy lleuben shall claim the hand of my 
dear A'irginia!'’ 

Miss Sedlcy returned the embrace of 
jMarian, 

“ You two girls are ahvays kissing,” 
cried Mr. Glcndore smilingly, as he threw 
an arm round each. “ When I was of the 
age of K euben, I should have taken such a 
sight as a fair challenge, and deemed my 
gallantry called in question, unless I im¬ 
mediately accepted it. Tlie young men 
of the present day are not much oveibur- 
thened udth modesty, and it is rather sur- 
jjrising, that since lleuben has become a 
soldier, he should keep by him any re¬ 
mains of such an old-fashioned commo¬ 
dity.” 

Keubcn pretended not to hear this speech 
of his lather, yet he appeiued to profit by. 
it; for never had Winifred Meredith ex¬ 
perienced trom him so much attention and 
gallantry as at this moment, ^"irginia 
sighed almost unconsciously; her eyes 

turned 
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turned on her own graceful form, reflect¬ 
ed in the opposite mirror; and though she 
loved '\\^inifrcd, yet she could not helj) 
feeling that Miss Meredith’s was not a 
face or figure to divide with her the no¬ 
tice of lleubeii Glcndore. Again she 
sighed; her eyes fell on the happy, joyful 
countenance of his friend, who in a lew 
minutes would become the husband of her 
amiable governess.^ Love, chastened by 
the purest esteem, was visible in everv 
feature of a face which affection rendered 
handsome. Had Virginia ever beheld tlie 
same expression illumine thatof Reiibor::' 
The ceremony began, and every light and 
trifling idea fled from the mind of A'ir- 
ginia. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER V 


Virginia, disappointed in the expectation 
sJie had formed of calling forth the admi¬ 
ration of Reuben, could not lielp betray¬ 
ing to Winifred her vexation when tliey 
retired to dress for the ball. 

"Winifred afforded her all the consola¬ 
tion in her power—“ It was but this morn¬ 
ing,” said she, “ that Alicia was telling 
me how happy your union with her bro¬ 
ther would render all the family—how 
much she longed to have you with them 
the next wdnter in town, that she might 
introduce you to her acquaintance as the 
destined bride of Reuben.” 

“ Such are the wishes of his sisters, I 
know,” replied Virginia; “ but to tell you 
a secret, Winifred, I have sometimes 
doubted whether Reuben’s affection was 

not 
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not too tranquil for that of a lover; and 
since I have witnessed the tenderness 
Avhieh beams on the countenance of your 
Tsister’s husband, I am the more convinced 
that my fears are just, llcuben is guided 
by his family in every thing; but 1 have, 
thank Heaven! tlie power of proving whe¬ 
ther I am abvays to be wooed by proxy. 
This very night will give me an opportu¬ 
nity to try the extent of Reuben’s attach¬ 
ment. But, hush! I think I Jicar tiie step 
of your aunt. I wonder who that letter 
came from Avhich she received to-day, and 
■which seemed to occasion her so much 
perjdexity. IMr. Glendore is evidently in 
her confidence. Yet why should I won¬ 
der at what cannot concern me?” 

“ Come, children,” said the old lady, as 
she entered, “ arc you not ready ? the 
carriage is waiting to convey us to Mere¬ 
dith House.—Virginia, this is your first 
appearance in jjublic. I have brought 
with me my jewel-box; select from it 
w'hatcvcr ornaments you like best. There 

will 
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will be several people of fashion at Mr. 
(Jlendore’s to-night, and I wish you to be 
seen to as much advantage as if you were 
a lur(ts daughter” 

“ Ah, madam!” replied Virginia, grave¬ 
ly, “ you liave started a painful subject.” ' 

“ No matter,” cried the old lady, in¬ 
terrupting her; “ enjoy yourself this even¬ 
ing, my child; be as happy as the novelty 
of the scene will allow. To-morrow I 
have something of importance to disclose 
to yon.—If you like these diamonds, wear 
them.” 

Virginia, however, modestly selected a 
pearl necklace and bracelets, with which 
she adorned her neck and anns; and pla¬ 
cing in her bosom, which now thrabbed 
with additional curiosity, a sprig of myrtle 
and geranium, she followed Mrs. Mere¬ 
dith and her niece to the cari'iage. 

It \vas Virginia’s first appearance in 
company. Hitherto Vlrs. Meredith had 
restricted her from visiting at Mrs. Glen- 
doro’s on those evenings when she had 

VOL. I. r parties 
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parties. She was therefore only known 
to the neighbouring families by being seen 
at church. She now appeared to them 
with no envious veil to hide the blusliing 
beauties of her face. Immediately a num¬ 
ber of the young people crowded round 
to w^elconie. her introduction among them. 

** Remember, Virginia,” whis})ered Ma¬ 
rian, “ that you are engaged to dance Avith 
my brother.” 

Virginia had, in truth, almost forgotten 
it. She was charmed wdth the kind man¬ 
ners of the MissI..ambtons, aa'Iio, in parti- 
evdar, had expre.ssed their satisfaction at her 
being allowed to make one in their future 
parties, and gave her a strong invitation 
to their house, in which they AA'ere second¬ 
ed by their mother; while .sir Jam's 
Lambton, their eldest brother, a fine 
young man, just come of age, entreated 
so earnestly to become her partner; that 
Virginia was obliged to oAvn her prior en¬ 
gagement. He then pleaded for the pri¬ 
vilege of calling on her for the next 

dances,., 
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(lances, to which she assented, not a little 
pleased to be thus able to show Reuben, 
who ha<l only noticed her by a faraiUar 
nod cn pamiut, that she had gained so 
early the attention of sir James, who was 
esteemed care of the richest commoners in 
the county. 

Nothing could certainly be more unfa¬ 
vourable to the development of Virginia’s 
real character than the unbounded flattery 
which she this night received; it not only 
gave her just reason to believe all the par- 
tia’ fondness of tlie l\liss Glendores, but it 
led her to be still more dissatisfied with the 
calm affection of the man whom slie had 
been taught to kwdv up to as the future 
; artner of liei- life. The admiration which 
earned from the eyes of sir .lames Lamb- 
ton—hi.« marked attentions, as well as 
those of his cousin, lord Ellesmere, did 
not in the least disconcert the ever-cheer- 
fiil fc'aturcs of young Glendore; and Mr- 
ginia, who had borne for some time the 
{jointed r-iillcry of sir James and his sisters 
F 2 on 
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on the seeming carelessness of her future 
husband, and who felt inwardly piqued, 
thoughtlessly replied, that perhaps they 
had been misinformed as to the nature of 
her engagement. 

The glow of pleasure which instantly 
overspread the face of sir James, as he em- 
phatieally pronounced—I wish to 1 lea¬ 
ven I may!” flattered the vanity of Vir¬ 
ginia, and encouraged her to try that night 
the extent of a tenderness of wliich she 
had heard so much. She accordingly ex- 
c\ised herself from going down every dan<‘e, 
that she might converse with the INIiss 
Lambtons, who showcxl her nearly as much 
attention as sir James. The latter, of 
course, took every opportunity of being 
near her, and of pouring into her car the 
most delicate, and consequently the most 
dangerous adulation. 

Reuben passed and repassed where they 
were seated; he stopped once or twice, 
when addressed by the INIiss I.iambtons— 
his countenance was the same as usual, yet 

there 
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tlicre was a slight difference in the tone of 
his voice, as he spoke to Virginia ; and she 
thought that he cast on her a reproachful 
look, as he said—“ Do you not mean to 
dance after supper, Virginia?” 

“ I do not know,” said she, tumini; 
aside her head. 

“ Pardon me,” cried Miss liambton; 
“ you forget, my dear Miss Sedley, that 
you are engaged to my brother.” 

“ True,” replied AMrginia, confusedly; 
“ but I do not mean to dance after that.” 

Sir James, who had been absent, now 
advanced with some refreshment for Vir¬ 
ginia. Reuben conversed with him for a 
few minutes, without discovering any 
sym])tom that could betray the feelings of 
an offended lover; on the contrary, he in¬ 
quired if he could execute any commission 
for him in town, where he was going the 
next day. 

Virginia could not avoid testifying some 
surprise at the suddenness of his journey. 
She knew he was obliged to be in I.iondon 
F 3 that 
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that week; but wliat could liave occurred 
to hasten his departure? what could have 
changed his mind since yesterday ? She 
felt uneasy; a rnomentary thoughtfulness 
clouded the serenity of her brow; it was 
reinarked by sir James. \'irgiuia smiled, 
and allowed hi’u to lead her to the sup])er- 
rooiii. Here she had to encounter, for the 
hrst time, the altered glances of those she 
loved. The eyes of Juliana were bent on 
her with a scrutinizing look that made the 
blood recede from her cheek; turning, she 
encountered those of Alicia; their spark¬ 
ling aiiger recalled her faded colour, and 
with it a portion of her natural haughti¬ 
ness—“ xim I to he led, like lleuben, for 
ever in leading-strings ?” thought V^irginia, 
her proud heart swelling at the marked 
displeasure of Alicia. Tlie voice of ]\la- 
rian, who had taken a seat beside her friend, 
instantly disarmed the resentment which 
she felt towards her sister. Raising her 
eyes with timidity, she met those of her 
beloved Marian, which were suffused with 

tears— 
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tears—tears such as angels shed on behold¬ 
ing the weaknesses of human nature.—“ I 
liave done wrong,” was the immediate con¬ 
viction of Virginia; and-the flattery of sir 
James lost its power to charm for the re¬ 
mainder of the night. 

The next moniing, after the breakfast 
had been removed, Mrs. Meredith desired 
Virginia and Winifred to bring their work- 
baskets into her chamber. They were no 
sooner seated than the old lady, address¬ 
ing herself to Virginia, said—“ My dear 
girl, I have that to communicate, which, 
however it may shock your feelings as a 
daughter, 1 hope to see you bear like a 
Cliristian, remembering that we are all 
mortal.” 

Virginia dropped the work she had just 
taken; her countenance was pale, and her 
fonn trembled. 

Mrs. Meredith took her hand, and draw¬ 
ing her affectionately towards her, conti¬ 
nued—“ I was unwilling to damp the plea¬ 
sure of yesterday, or deprive you of the 
F 4 night’s 
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night’s amusement, by informing you of 
the contents of a letter I had received from 
your father’s executor.” 

“Ah, my God!” exclaimed Virginia, 
bursting into tears, “ my father, then, is 
no more! lie is dead—and never shall 
I be able to assure him of the love and 
duty which my heart has ever borne to¬ 
wards him!” 

Winifred flung her arms round the neck 
of her weeping friend, while her aunt, iu 
the most soothing accents, besought her 
to moderate her grief.—“ My dearest Vir¬ 
ginia,” said the old lady, in a voice sweetly 
persuasive, the benevolent tones of which 
spoke comfort to the oppressed heart of 
her young charge, “ this proof of annable 
sensibility reflects on you the highest cre¬ 
dit. Yet check the violence of your feel¬ 
ings, my love, and listen to what 1 have 
to disclose to you.” 

“ Ah, madam!” replied Virginia, sob¬ 
bing, “ I will endeavour to be obedient; 
but indeed you know not how dearly I 

had 
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had anticipated the rapture of being press¬ 
ed to the bosom of my father—of hearing 
l)im explain the singular reason that had 
prevented his writing to me—and why I 
was denied the sacred privilege of testify¬ 
ing my filial affection in the only way 
which his absence Iiad allowed me.” 

Mrs. IMcredith was affected by the dis¬ 
tress of the child she had reared from in- 
fiincy, and at that moment, had wealth- 
been requisite to allay the anguish of Vir¬ 
ginia, she would have parted with some 
of her hoarded treasure for that purpose. 
Clearing her voice, .she said—“ My dear 
girl, had your father lived, it is not likely 
that your affectionate wishes would ever 
have been gratified. The heart of youc 
father was prejudiced against you fronr 
your birth. By his orders,. Virginia, you 
were taught to lielieve that your ])arent 
was abi’oad—that an immense distance di¬ 
vided you, while, in reality, he has never 
been out of England.” 

Virginia started from the shoulder of 
F a ^^'^inifred. 
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Winifred in terrified amaze; slie pressed 
the hands of JMrs. Meredith to her bosom 
—she scarce seemed to breathe; at length 
she exclaimed—“ JVIy fatlier in England, 
and refuse to see me! Is it possible that 
for so many years the heart of a parent 
could be steeled against the voice of na¬ 
ture! Gracious Heaven! M’hat prejudice, 
what aversion, could he feel for an inno¬ 
cent and unoffending infant? Say, my 
dear madam, was I not given to your care 
when I w'as only two years old?” 

“ Yes, my Virginia; at tliat tender age 
you unfortiulately lost your mother. I 
had not the pleasure of being personally 
known to either of your parents; but hu¬ 
manity made me call on your father to 
condole with his misfortune, and to pro¬ 
pose to take you under my protection. 
My offer was accepted with gratitude. I 
received you into my family under cer¬ 
tain restrictions, and a promise which I 
have faithfully kept, but which I now con¬ 
sider myself as free from, namely, that I 

should 
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.should bring you up in total ignorance of 
your family connexions, nor ever drop a 
hint wliich could lead you to suppose your* 
self otherwise than what you seemed. All 
my applications to entice your father to 
visit us have been vain; he has declined 
every invitation, though I never presumed 
to notice or condemn the injustice of his 
conduct towards you. Little, however, 
did I suspect that, in his last moments, he 
would leave to the world so sad a proof of 
wanton cruelty—of cold, unnatural resent¬ 
ment! You have wept, my dear Virgi¬ 
nia, for one who never felt for you the 
common feelings of a parent—^who aban¬ 
doned you to the protection of a stranger, 
for such I was to liim—and who dying 
felt no wish to atone for his injustice, nor 
even mentioned you in his will. The tw'o 
hundred a-year which he allowed for your 
maintenance is left in my name; but f 
am in hopes that your brother, to whom 
the whole of his property devolves, will, 
F 6 as 
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as soon as he comes of age, provide for you 
as he ought to do.” 

“ And have 1 then a brother?” inquired 
Virginia mournfully; “ and will he, do 
you think, acknowledge me?” 

“ From the character of the young lord 
de Morville,” replied JMrs. Mereditli, “ I 
have every reason to expect that he will 
gladly avail himself of the opportunity of 
owning you as his sister. I mean to write 
to him to-day, after I have consulted again 
w'ith Mr. Glendore. Thus you see, Vir¬ 
ginia, gocul may spring out of evil; you 
have lost a father who disowned you— 
you may gain a brother who may be proud 
to claim you as a relation, and to love you 
as such. Henceforward, Winifred, you 
will remember that your friend, and my 
adopttxl child, is the daughter of an earl 
—let her be called in future by her title. 
The death of lord de JMorville absolves 
me from my promise of secrecy.” She 
then embraced Virginia, telling her that 
«he w'as going to call on Mr. Glendore. 

“ I.et 
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“ I iCt me be the first, my sweet friend,” 
said AMnified, “ to addi-ess you as lady 
Alrginia Sedley, and to congratulate you 
upon the discovery of your rank. Dry 
)oiir tears; to sorrow for the death of an 
unnatural parent is only a waste of time, 
I'lie father who could banish from his pre¬ 
sence, and estrange from his affections, an 
innocent and helpless child, who could 
voluntarily deprive himself of her filial at¬ 
tentions, is not worthy of her filial tears.” 

“Alas, Winifred! but must not some 
came exist to give birth to sentiments so 
uncongenial with the tender feelings of a 
parent? What avails the empty title of 
lady, when my father has cut me off from 
enjoying it?” 

“ Ah, but you forget the vast impo7't~ 
ance which some people attach to the sound 
of ‘ her ladyship.’ I expect every minute 
that you V'ill be visited by Mi-s. Glendore, 
who, dropping one of her lowest courtesies, 
will most condescendingly inquire after the 
health of the right honourable lady Vir- 
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giiiia Sedley. Even the learned Juliana 
and the witty Alicia will be gratified to 
announce to their frienda, that the intend¬ 
ed bride of their brother is sister to an 
earl.” 

In this instance, however, Winifred was 
wrong in her calculation of Mrs. Glen- 
dore’s humility. At first the discovery of 
Virginia’s rank had its due effect; but 
when she learnt that lord de Morville had 
not named her in his will, and that all her 
hopes of foitune must rest on the honour 
of her brother, she secretly resolved that 
her son should never unite liim.self to a 
titled beggar; and in the course of Mrs; 
Meredith’s visit her mind was as com¬ 
pletely made up as if she had dwelt on 
the subject for months. 

Miss Glendore and Marian, though dis¬ 
pleased at the conduct of Virginia at the 
dance, w'alked to the cottage, to witness 
what effect her unexpected exaltation 
would have on her mind, which was natu¬ 
rally high and aspiring, and, if necessaiy, 

to 
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to condole with her on the death of her 
father. They found her more deeply af- 
1‘ected by the strange nnkindness of him 
who gave her being, than, elated by the 
discovery of his nmk. The sensibility and 
good sense which she disjdayed—the gra¬ 
titude she likewise testified at their friend¬ 
ly visit, soon made the sisters forget the 
vanity and weakness of the preceding 
evening, and tliey quitted her with every 
semblance of their usual affection, 

.fVlicia had remained at home, by the de- 
sij-e of her mother, who, as soon as Mrs. 
Meredith had followed Mr. Glendore to 
his study, in order to consult with him on 
the propriety of addressing a letter to lord 
de Morville, immediately disclosed to her 
favourite daughter the revolution which 
had taken place in her sentiments. « 

Alicia, offended by the willingness with 
which Virginia had received the homage 
of sir Janies Lambton, as well as by the 
admiration her first appearance had excited, 
and feeling envious at the superiority, high 

birth. 
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birth, and a title, would now give to her 
lovely friend, yielded tlie more readily to 
the ungenerous suggestions of her mother, 
who counselled her to seek an opportunity 
to call forth the hasty spirit of V^irginia, 
and yet make the quarrel appciu* as if ori¬ 
ginating with her ladyship. 

“ This will easily be effected,” said IMrs. 
Glendore. “ The warm temper of A'^ir- 
ginia will not brook the slightest semblance 
of neglect from us, now that she has lost 
all claim to the fortune which Mrs. IMcre- 
dith so improperly led me to Iielieve would 
one day be her own. That old creature 
ought, in justice, to make Virginia lier 
heiress; but slie would die sooner than 
part with a guinea while living, and it is 
a bad speculation to wait for dead men’s 
slices.” 

Had not Virginia’s beauty called forth 
too much praise from the known admirers 
of the Miss Glendores, Alicia would pro¬ 
bably have shrunk with horror from the 
told and mercenary advice of her mother; 

but 
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but Virginia promised to be a rival of no 
despicable kind, and Alicia could not bear 
to yield to any one but to a sister. 

Notwithstanding the unfatherly con¬ 
duct of lord de Morville, his daughter re¬ 
mained close in the house until her mourn¬ 
ing was finished; she then paid her first 
visit to church, and from thence to Mrs. 
Glendore, who had been confined by a 
cold ever since the night of the ball. 

Virginia perceived a difference in her 
looks and manner the moment she address¬ 
ed her, and Winifred could scarce believe 
what she saw. Was it possible that Mrs. 
Glendore could treat with indifference the 
right honourable lady Virginia Sedley ? 

Tlie wonder was soon, however, at an 
end, when JMrs. Glendore began to con¬ 
dole with Virginia on the serious calamity 
which had befallen her in not being named 
in the will of her father—“ He must have 
been a bad man indeed,” said she, “ who 
could forget to make a suitable provision 
for his child. In what a deplorable situa¬ 
tion 
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tion has he left you, without a shilling to 
keep up your consequence! and what is 
to become of you, God knows, for I do 
not think Mre. Meredith will provide for 
you, at least while she is living. I really 
feel very much on your account, Virginia. 
But, my dear girl, do not suffer yourself 
to be misled by the flattery of sir James 
I.<ambton; he is a young man, and a very 
extravagant one; when he danced with 
you, he supposed, as did every one pre¬ 
sent, that you were in expectation of a 
good fortune. The discovery of your rank 
is against your settling well in life, as few 
men will choose to take a titled wife with¬ 
out a shilling to support that title.” 

Mortified pride, wounded affection, and 
a just sense of the intended insult, kept 
Virginia silent. 

“ I speak to you as I would were you 
my own daughter,” continued Mrs. Glen- 
dore. “ It is very natural that so young 
a girl should feel herself elated at disco¬ 
vering that her father was a nobleman of 

high 
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high rank; but without a fortune, Vir¬ 
ginia, the discovery is only an evil ; it 
may render you proud and ambitious, 
which will create you man^nemies, and 
j)revent your real friends from affording 
you that assistance they would otherwise 
do.” 

“ The discovery of my rank, madam,” 
replied Virginia, haughtily, “ is a circum¬ 
stance which seems likely to have so much 
influence on my future happiness, that I 
do not consider it in the light that you do. 
Ifad I continued in ignorance of it, and 
misled by the hopes of JSIrs. Meredith of 
one day being possessed of fortune, you 
would have been spared the painfid task 
of anticipating my errors and my disgrace, 
and I should have lost a lesson which I 
hope will sink too deeply into my mind 
ever to be forgotten. Yet trust me, ma¬ 
dam, that I do not regret my poverty, 
since it will be the means of enabling me 
to discern a roal friend from a pretended 
one.” 

“ You 
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“ You are warm, Virgini.%” said Alicia; 
“ my mother could only advise you for 
your good.” 

“ I am seiftble of her kind intentions,'’’ 
replied Virginia, endeavouring to check 
the starting tear. “ Among all my faults, 
I trust ingratitude will never be num¬ 
bered.” 

“ I hope not,” said Mrs. Glendore sharp¬ 
ly ; “ but you must try, Virginia, to con¬ 
quer that hastiness of temper which leads 
you to be offended at the gentlest reproof. 
Were I not concerned for your welfare, 
and desirous of seeing you do well in the 
w'orld, I should not take the trouble to 
caution you against those failings which 
will make you unliappy.” 

Mrginia rose to depart, followed by 
Winifred and Marian Glendore.—“ Dear¬ 
est Virginia!” cried the latter, throwing 
her arms round the neck of her indignant 
friend; “ dearest Virginia! why did you 
fan the flame already kindled in the bosom 
of my mother? You know the oddities 

of 
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of her iRituvc, and that slie seldom or ever 
forgives a fault, even in her children; Vt liy 
then did yon answer her so proudly, iny 
best-loved \'irginia?” 

The tears of Marian disarmed the anger 
of her friend.—“ I am ignorant of my 
crime,” she replied; “ unless, as I suspect, 
it is the loss of fortune. Oh Marian! my 
beloved Marian! I am not so blind but 
that I can see the alteration which has 
taken place in the manners of your mother 
and of Alicia. The loss of fortune, nay 
the loss of your brother’s love, would be 
trifling, compared to the loss of your af¬ 
fection.” 

JMarian pressed her fondly to her bosom 
—“ Frioid of my soul,” she exclaimed, 
mingling her tears with those of Virginia, 

do not anticipate an event liolly im¬ 
possible ! My affection for you can never 
diminish. Though all my family, though 
all the world, were against you, still w'ould 
my love remain strong and unchangeable. 
Vfill you bear, Mrginia, to hear uiipleas- 
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ing truths from my lips—you listen 
to them, and not give way to the impa¬ 
tience of your temper ?” 

“ Yes, Marian, from ym I can bear any 
thing.” 

“ Well, then, dearest Virginia, let us 
turn into this shrubbery. You do not 
mind Winifred Meredith, I know, her 
only fault is, that she sutfers her affection 
for you to mislead her judgment, which 
makes her yield even to your failings.” 

“ They are of so amiable a natui'e,” said 
Winifred, that I scarce wish them tube 
eradicated.” 

Marian shook her head.—“ The happi¬ 
ness of \’^irginia is too sacred to be trifled 
with,” replied she; “ it is dearer to me 
tlian my own. Fondly as I love her, I 
cannot help wishing that she was more 
perlect; for is not the peace of my brother 
entwined with hers ?” 

“ Whatever it might once have been,” 
said Virginia, in a faltering voice, “ it is 
so no longer, Marian. The loss of fortune 

has 
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has changed the wishes of your mother. 
* Few men will choose to take a titled wife 
without a shilling to support that title;’ 
those were her words; their meaning is 
but too obvious. I have lost the charm 
which alone induced your mother to wish 
me to become her daughter.” 

“ You are angiy, Virginia, and there¬ 
fore unjust. My mother’.s altered conduct 
does not proceed from the deprivation of 
your fortune, but from the natural fear 
of a parent, lest the happiness of a beloved 
son sliould be conlided to the care of one 
who prized the unmeaning gallantry of a 
stranger more than the steady attentions 
of an acknowledged lover, 'ro be candid 
witli you, my dear Virginia, even I, who 
am willing to make every allowance for 
the vanity of a beautiful girl like yourself, 
could not excuse your total neglect of my 
brother. I know that Reuben felt it; his 
hastening his journey to town was a proof 
of his secret displeasure. Juliana, who, 
you know, is one of the best and most con¬ 
siderate 
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sidcnite of liuman bciogs, was deeply Imrt 

by your thoughtlessness; and I-Hut I 

see that you are offended, Virginia; if I 
loved you less, I would not hazard your 
anger.’ 

“ I cannot comprehend that affection,” 
said Virginia, “ which seeks to give pain 
to the object it professes to love. 01' yonr 
attachment, my INIarian, 1 do not doubt; 
yet if I am a creature so })rone to err, how 
can you, who are far my superior in vir¬ 
tues, continue to love one so frail ?” 

“ Hecause,” replied I>Iarian, “ I have 
known you from a child; I have studied 
your cliaracter, and am convinced that 
you possess a heart and mind capable of 
every thing that is good and great. Were 
you less subject to passion, less governed 
by theim])ulseof the moment, you would 
be one of the most perfect of your sex.” 

“ Do you think, INIarian, that lieu ben 
really felt what you call ni} neglect of liitn ? 
I will confess to you that it proceeded 
from a wish to try the extent of his affec¬ 
tion. 
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tion, from a desire to prove whether his 
sentiments were his own, or those of his 
family.” 

“ I will not deceive you, my dear Vir¬ 
ginia. lleuben feels himself much hurt 
by your conduct, and the encouragement 
you gave to sir James Lambton. Yet he 
wishes not to fetter your inclinations. A 
further knowledge of the world may only 
serve to prove to you the value of my 
brother’s heart, and teach you to know 
your own.” 

They were now within sight of the cot¬ 
tage; Marian again embraced her friend, 
and promised to spend the evening with 
her. The spirit of Virginia was too sorely 
hurt by the altered manner of Mrs. Glen- 
dore and Alicia to conceal from Mrs. Me¬ 
redith her internal vexation. She had 
not been accustomed to dissemble her feel¬ 
ings, and in the present instance she found 
it impossible. 

Mrs. Meredith knew, full as well as 
^Irs. Glendore, the value of money, yet 

voL. I. o she 
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she never felt that the want of it lessened 
the worth of a deserving object. Virginia 
wjis the child of her adoption; she loved 
her tenderly, she even frequently deviated 
from her rules of economy to favour her 
amusements, and she now heard with clia- 
grin the complaint of her favourite, who 
seeined tortured by wounded pride and 
affection, far more than by the loss of for¬ 
tune. She counselled her, however, to re¬ 
strain her grief, as well as her indignation, 
and to wait patiently the reply of her bro¬ 
ther to the letter Avhich she had sent. 

“ Who knows,” said the old lady, “ but 
that the heart of his lordsliij) may be fa- 
voiwably inclined towards you? If so, 
what have you to fear ? his countenance 
and protection will put all to rights again.” 

“ Ah, madam ! I only ask for the affec¬ 
tion of my brother. 1 envy him not the 
wealth he may possess by my disinheri¬ 
tance; and if, in the generosity of his 
heart, he wishes to make amends for the 
unkindness ofiny father^ my gratitude to 

him 
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liim will be eternal. But never can I for¬ 
get the cutting indifference of Mrs. Glen- 
dore, or the evident alarm she is under, 
lest a titled beggar should become her 
daughter.” 

“ Nay,” replied Mrs. Meredith, “ for 
the matter of that, Virginia, it may not 
be the pleasure of lord de Morville that 
his sister should bestow her hand on the 
sou of Mrs. Clendore. The young man 
is very amiable, it is true, but he has his 
fortune to make, and his lordship may 
choose to dispose of you otherwise. Iilrs. 
Glendore, therefore, had no occasion to 
drop any hints on the subject—it was for 
lord de Morville, not her, to break off the 
match, if necessary.” 

A fortnight elapsed before the arrival 
of the anxiously-expected letter; but 
when it came, it well repaid th.e uneasi¬ 
ness of Virginia. I^ord de IMorville was 
from home when Mrs. IMeredith address¬ 
ed him, which had occasioned the delay of 
his reply. It was couched in the hand- 
G 2 somCjt 
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somest terms. lie thanked her for the 
maternal protection she had afforded his 
sister; lamented the fatal prejudice of his 
father, which had occasioned their separa¬ 
tion; and promised to pay her a visit, as 
soon as he could free himself from an en¬ 
gagement which he had made with a tra¬ 
velling friend. He wrote also to Virginia. 
11 is style was affectionate; he anticipated 
the happiness lie should en joy in recovering 
th.e society of so dear a relative, expressed 
his ardent v. ishes to behold her, and assur¬ 
ed her that he was ready at all times to 
promote her interest and welfare. 

V/bat more could Virginia desire from 
a brother to \vhom she was a perfect stran¬ 
ger? Yet Virginia felt that, had she been 
in lord de jMorviilc’s place, no travelling 
engagemeiit would have withheld her 
from personally expressing her sentiments. 
She reporused the letter, and tried to con¬ 
tent herself with its professions. 

She continued to visit, as usual, at the 
Glendores ; but this was not done with¬ 
out 
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out considerable pain. Accustomed to re¬ 
ceive from them the warmest demonstra¬ 
tions of affection, she could not liear, 
without a sigh, that all their thoughts 
were employed by the expected arrival of 
the late governor Herbert’s family. Ko- 
thing else was talked of but their immense 
riches, and the importance such a connex¬ 
ion would give to themselves. Even J\la- 
rian seemed to look forward to their ac¬ 
quaintance with impatience, and, as Vir¬ 
ginia thought, to lessen in licr usual atten¬ 
tions towards herself. The subject, how¬ 
ever, of the ball, and the consequent re¬ 
proof of Mrs. Glendore, were mentioned no 
more; but Virginia’s high spirit had not 
forgotten the angry looks of Alicia, or the 
insulting hints of her mother. From INIr. 
Glendore she continued to receive every 
mark of paternal kindness, but he had no 
voice in the domestic afiairs of his family. 
Of Reuben she scarce heard any thing. 
All but his father and Marian appeared 
purposely to avoid mentioning his name— 
G 3 


a cir- 
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a circumstance which continued to keep 
alive the pride of Virginia, and to lay the 
foundation of her future misconduct. 

Her rank was no sooner known than 
the cottage was crowded by the neigh¬ 
bouring families, some of whom were 
drawn thither by the magic of her title, 
others by the charms of her person. 
Among the latter number were the Lamb- 
tons. 

Sir James was a man of large fortune 
and great connexions; he was also his 
own mastei-. The beauty of Virginia had 
pleased his taste; her vivacity and spirit 
still more; and her being,portionless was, 
to him, a matter of small consequence; 
yet his esteem for Reuben Glendore with¬ 
held him from making any serious ad¬ 
vances. He, however, made his mother 
and sisters call frequently at the cottage; 
and as their invitations were pressing, 
Ml’S. Meredith could do no less than re¬ 
turn their visits—of course, Virginia and 
Winifred accompanied her. 


Sir 
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Sir James Lambton had been one 
among tlie number of Alicia’s danglers; 
it miglit indeed have been said, that if any 
preference was shown, it was to him. Ali¬ 
cia could therefore but very ill brook any 
alteration in the attentions of sir Janies 
in favour of Virginia; and though, at 
heart, he was inditferent to her, and her 
mind seriously disposed towards making 
a conquest of JVIr. Herbert, still sir James 
had once been her acknowledged admirer, 
and she could not forgive Virginia for be¬ 
ing tlie occasion of any remissness on his 
part. Glad of an excuse to find fault 
with her, .she made her brother tlie pre¬ 
text of a coolness which Virginia, though 
conscious of having acted weakly, still felt 
that she did not deserve. Almost sick 
of the nameof Herbert, which was now the 
constant theme of conversation at Mere¬ 
dith House, Virginia was not sorry when 
the letter arrived which called Mr. and Mrs. 
Glendore, with their daughter Alicia, to 
London, in order to prepare every thing 
G 4 for 
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for the reception of the late governor’s fa¬ 
mily. 


CHAPTER VI. 


Ai.icia had taken care to send her si.sters 
an early description of the Hc'rberts. She 
drew their characters according to her own 
wishes. Mrs. Herbert she esteemed, Do- 
rinda she admired, but Arthur—“ Oh, he 
was more than painting could express, or 
youthful poets fancy when they love.” 
In short, he was not only a model of 
manly beautj’-, but possessed so rich a 
mind, so delicate a taste, so sweet a tem¬ 
per, united to manners dangerously soft 
and persuasive, that Alicia pronounced 
him the most finished of God’s creatures. 
The curiosity, therefore, of Miss Glendore 
and IMarian was considerably excited to 
behold the man who had called forth such 

unqualified 
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unqualified praise from their sister. He 
came, and even the sober and sedate Ju¬ 
liana thought that the vivid picture drawn 
by Alicia was not too flattering; while 
the heart of Marian acknowledged that 
she had seen but one wdio coidd dispute 
w'ith Mr. Herbert the palm of personal at- 
tractions- 

Arthur was enchanted with the sisters 
of his fi iend, with their place of abode,, 
and all that concerned them. If the fine 
figure and striking features of Alicia had 
called forth his praise, how much more 
was he inclined to- admire the regular 
beauty of Juliana, the graceful ease of 
IMarian, and the sweet and tender expres¬ 
sion of her heavenly blue eyes! Only once 
had lie w'itnes.^cd any which could bear 
to be coinparcd wdth hers. For an hour 
or two the taste of Arthur fluctuated be¬ 
tween the sisters; his heart, how'ever, de¬ 
cided in favour of Marian. It seemed as 
if it coukl fearlessl}'^ confide to her its most 
secret feelings; and had not an unknowrr 
GO form. 
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form crossed his mind, whose magic influ¬ 
ence he blushed to own even to himself, 
Marian Clcndorc would have effected, in 
one evening, what Alicia eould not have 
accomplished in months. 

The next morning, Marian, who was 
still unwell, proposed sending a note to 
Mrs. Mereditli, to invite her and her fa¬ 
mily to spend the day with them. 

“ Herbert imd I will call there,” said 
, Reuben; “ we are going to take a stroll, 
and I want, if possible, to show him tlie 
old quiz in all her glory.” 

“ You monkey!” cried Marian, “ how 
can you be so cruel as to wish your friend’s 
mind to be prejudiced against Mrs. Mere¬ 
dith by a discovery of her singular oddi¬ 
ties ? Co, however; I arn pleased, Reu¬ 
ben, that you proposed it. Give my love 
to Virginia; I w'ould accompany you, 
but that my cold is worse.” 

Although the walk was short, yet Reu¬ 
ben cemtrived to give Herbert so laugh¬ 
able, yet so true a sketch of Mrs. Mere- 

dith’.s 
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dith’s singularities, that the wit and hu- 
inour lie displayed on the occasion had 
almost conquered the unaccountable agi¬ 
tation of body and mind which Arthur at 
fii'st felt on leaving JMeredith House. 
Reuben conducted him to the back of the 
cottage, by a lane which was only divided 
from tlie garden by a hedge of hawthorn 
and wild roses. Peeping through a small 
aperture, he discovered, to his great joy, 
the object ol' his visit, very busily em¬ 
ployed in weeding the walk next to them^ 
assisted by her niece and two young fe¬ 
male servants. The old lady had got on 
her black quilted petticoat, a short bed¬ 
gown, her woni-out beaver bonnet, with 
no cap, and the stocking legs drawn on 
her arms, to keep off the heat of the sun.. 

Notwithstanding the meanness of her 
appearance, there was a something about 
the expression of her countenance which 
found its way to the heart of Herbert. 

“ By Heaven!” cried Reuben, as he 
passed on to tiie front of the cottage, “ if 
G & ever 
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ever I knew so strange a being! Would 
you credit that she is in possession of a 
dear estate of eight thousand a-year, and 
yet lives and dresses in that beggarly man¬ 
ner ?” 

“ She must be an oddity, most cer¬ 
tainly,” re])lied Herbert •, “ hut her fea¬ 
tures are strongly marked by a benevo¬ 
lence Avhich ill accords with her penuri¬ 
ousness of living.” 

“ I believe the old quiz can be charita¬ 
ble sometimes,” said lieuben ; “ and, in¬ 
deed, I know that she is capable of doltig 
a kind action. She is also a most enter¬ 
taining companion; but she is so con¬ 
foundedly stingy, that I verily think, if it 
was not for the fear of having it made pub- 
bc, she would allowance her household 
to two meals a-day.” 

They now approached the front of the 
cottage, by a small lawn tastefully orna¬ 
mented with a variety of flowers, ileu- 
ben, with the familiarity of a long ac¬ 
quaintance, opened the glass-door, oppo- 



ORIGINAL OF THE IMIXIATUIIE. 133 

site to which was a sitting-room, where 
\"irginia was practising. No sooner had 
the toiies of her voice met the car of Her¬ 
bert than he felt a deadly sickness steal 
over him. His limbs trembled, and he 
knew that he was pale. Keiiben paused 
to listen to the following stanza, sung in 
a tremulous but sweet voice:— 

, *• With iliee were the dreams of my earliest love, 
T’very thought of my reason was tliinc; 

1 I my last humble prayer to the Spirit .above, 

Ti;y name sluill be mingled with mine. 

( 111 , blcssM iire ili,e lovers and friends who shall live 
'flic days of thy glory to sec! 

Ihit the next doaiest blessing thatileav’n c.an give 
Is the pride of thus dying for thee.” 

A mingled emotion of hope and fear 
fc»r a moment agitated the bosom of Heu- 
bcn. Recollecting his mother’s advice, 
and hearing a movement within the cham¬ 
ber, he stepped forward, followed by Ar¬ 
thur. Virginia uttered an exclamation of 
surprise and pleasure, as she hastened to 

give 
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give her hand to Reuben, who pressed it 
affectionately, and then turning towards 
his friend, introduced him to lady Virgi¬ 
nia Sedley. 

It was w’ell for the safety of Herbert's 
secret that a fourth person was not present, 
to witness his excessive embarrassment on 
discovering, in the young and lovely fe¬ 
male before him, the original of the minia¬ 
ture confided to him by his father. For¬ 
tunately for him, the visit of Reuben 
was a short one. He only waited to have 
his invihition accepted by Mrs. Meredith, 
who sent an apology for not being able to 
receive them in person. 

The first part of their walk was a silent 
one; Reuben was thoughtful, and Her¬ 
bert was actually unwell. The former, 
however, was incapable of long remaining 
serious. He attempted to launch out in 
his usual flow of humour, but, on Ar¬ 
thur’s making some inquiry concerning 
the family of Virginia, his heart got the 
better of his head, and he gave him a brief 

account 
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account of all that he knew concerning 
her. Tlie f?elings of Herbert underwent 
a variety of changes during the short and 
hurried narrative of his friend; yet, un¬ 
conscious that any engagement had once 
subsisted between him and Virginia, he 
noticed not the alteration in his manner, 
or the occasional pensiveness which at 
moments damped the ever-lively expres¬ 
sion of his features. 

lloth returned out of spirits to Mere¬ 
dith House. Reuben, however, rallied 
his to meet the inquiring looks of his sis¬ 
ters, while Herbert retired to his chamber, 
to muse on the strange fatality which Iiad 
thus unexpectedly conducted him to the 
very spot Avhich contained the object of 
his father’s solicitude. 

If the curiosity of Arthur had been ex¬ 
cited by the discovery of his parent’s dy¬ 
ing bequest, it was now raised to the most 
painful height, on finding that the being 
so solemnly and tenderly entrusted to his 
honour was the neglected mid disinherited 

diuighter 
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daugliter of the late earl de Mondlle; not, 
as he had once imagined she might be, in the 
wane of her charms, but glowing with the 
bright bloom of youth, health, and beauty. 
The unnatural conduct of her father too 
plainly betrayed that the fears of his own 
were realized. Yet wliat could have occa¬ 
sioned such cruel animosity towards a crea¬ 
ture formed to inspire the gentlest emo¬ 
tions, the softest affections ? 

The dinner-bell now rang, and Herbert 
descending to the dining-parlour, was in¬ 
troduced to Mrs. INIeredith and her niece; 
though, had it not been for the same be¬ 
nevolence of countenance, he would not 
have recognised, in the well-dressed per¬ 
son before him, the old gardcn-wommi of 
the moniing. 

This singular character now appeared 
to have a strong claim upon the politeness 
and attention of Arthur. Reuben had re¬ 
presented her as having performed for Vir¬ 
ginia the duties of a mother, and fully sup¬ 
plied the place of a tender parent to that 

interesting 
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interesting girl—to her for whom his own 
father had confessed so warm a regard. 
Was it then unnatural that the compas¬ 
sionate heart of the son should induce 
him to draw his chair close to that of her 
protector, to answer with willingness the 
many questions of garrulous old age, and 
to listen with respectful silence to all she 
said ? Such conduct could not fail of se¬ 
curing the good opinion of Mrs. ?Jeredith, 
wdio, when the ladies had retired, could 
hardly talk of any thing else but the en¬ 
gaging manners of Mr. Herbert. 

Virginia’s mind was occupied by a far 
different subject. The return of Glen- 
dore, and the tenderness which beamed 
in his eyes on their first meeting after the 
discovery of her rank, had awakened a 
train of pleasing reflections, connected 
wdth the days of happy childhood, when 
vanity and folly were only known to her 
by name. From this dream of innocent 
delight, she was awakened by Juliana, 
who eagerly questioned her as to her opi¬ 
nion 
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nion of Mr. Herbert. Virginia replied 
tliat she should be better able to form a 
judgment after she had seen more of him. 

“ You are not apt to be so tardy in 
forming your judgments,” said Miss Glcn- 
dore, while a smile of irony discomposed 
the beauty of her features. “ I should 
have thought that it required no hesita¬ 
tion to decide on the perfect symmetry 
of Mr. Herbert’s form, or the exquisite 
beauty of his countenance.” 

“ Perhaps,” interrupted the graceful 
Marian, “ our dear friend was too deeply 
absorbed by an object of less personal en¬ 
dowments, but of equal mental amiabili¬ 
ties.” 

Virginia sighed, and cast a look of grate¬ 
ful thanks on Marian, while Juliana 
frowningly desired her sister to take her 
seat at the piano *, and then, turning to 
Mrs. Meredith, read that part of Alicia’s 
last letter which warmly expatiated on the 
innumerable accomplishments and virtues 
of MislS Herbert. 

“ In 
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“ In a few days we expect to be with 
you,” said Alicia; “ you Avill then become 
known to one of the most amiable of hu¬ 
man beings. You will find her possessed 
of a mind soaring above the petty artifices 
of her sex, and disdaining to have recourse 
tp those little weaknesses which women 
of more beauty, but less greatness of soul, 
too frequently resort to as a trial of their 
power. In short, Juliana, Dorinda is the 
being I have so long imaged to myself as 
worthy to become your friend. Her mo¬ 
ther-in-law is equally attractive, though 
she is of a different cast of character; yet 
it is imjx)ssible not to love her, if you 
have once passed an hour in her society.” 

“ Upon my word,” said Mrs. Meredith, 
with a smile full of meaning, “ I think 
Miss Alicia promises rather too much on 
so short a knowledge of Miss Herbert. 
However, it is to be hoped that she will 
answer her expectations.” 

Herbert and Glendore now entered. 
The former placed himself between Mrs. 

Meredith 
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]\Iercdith and Miss Glendore, while Reu¬ 
ben carelessly threw himself on a couch 
by the side of Virginia. Casting a glance 
towards Juliana, he saw that she was too 
much engaged in conversation with his 
handsome friend to watch ids movements, 
and the eyes of Marian beamed with en¬ 
couragement. 

“ Have you been well, Virginia, since I 
last saw you ?” said Reuben. “ I forgot 
to congratulate you this morning upon 
your accession to a title; but you know 
that I am a sad thoughtless fellow, and it 
is ten to one if I ever remember to ad¬ 
dress you by the appella;iorj of lady. Vir¬ 
ginia and lady Virginia 8edlcy seem tome 
to be two distinct bc'ings, and to excite 
also distinct fet'lings.” 

“ You are not singular in your opinion," 
she replied, sighing with bitterness of spirit. 
“ I speak from experience. Mrs. Mere¬ 
dith has often told me that the great have 
their share of human ills, and I was far 
happier when I thought myself the cliild 

of 
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of Mr, Sedley, than I now am as the sister 
of lord de Morville.” She paused, and 
looking fearfully in his face, said, with a 
faltering accent—“ Yet surely, as no dis¬ 
grace can be attached to the discoveiy of 
my real situation, and as poverty is a mis¬ 
fortune, not a crime, I hope that I shall 
still retain, as friends, some of those dear 
companions of my youth, nor live to wit¬ 
ness their gradual desertion, because my 
father’s heart was prejudiced against me 
from my infancy.” 

“ The loss of fortune can only the more 
endear you, Virginia, -to the heart of a 
friend,” replied Glendore, playing with 
his watch to conceal the real state of his 
feelings. “ Here comes Marian to vouch 
for the truth of my assertion.” 

The deliaicy as well as the pride of Vir¬ 
ginia took the alarm. Her eyes met those 
of Reuben; they seemed to say—“And is 
Marian the only one of your family capa¬ 
ble of proving the truth of your assertion?” 

Ke felt the blush of shame tinge his 

cheek. 



142 OttIGINAt OF THE MINIATURE. 

dieek, and gladly availed himself of the 
approach of his sister to give up to her 
his seat, taking that at the instrument 
which she had just vacated. 

“Dearest Virginia,” cried Marian, “ does 
not my brother look handsome to-night? 
I thought also that he appeared happier 
than ho has done for some time. Oh 
that 1 dared hope yet to see my long-ehe- 
rished wishes realized!” 

Virginia affectionately pressed lier hand. 
A tear that would not be restrained fell 
on her glowing cheek. Ashamed at be¬ 
traying what she considered a weakness, 
after what had fallen from the lips of Mrs. 
Glendore, she assumed a gaiety she did 
not feel, and forcing a smile, said laugh¬ 
ingly—“ You wish me married and hap¬ 
py ; but few men, you know, will take a 
portionless beggar for their wife. Thus 
destined for an old maid, my IMarian, I 
must try to be happy and single—to 
make, in short, a virtue of necessity.” 

“ You play well, Glendore,” said Her¬ 
bert : 
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belt; “ there you have the superiority 
over me. Though fond of the science, I 
am no performer. Perhaps lady Virginia 
will have the goodness to accompany you.” 

“ Do, my dear triend,” whispered Ma¬ 
rian. 

Virginia rose. She felt the hand of Ar¬ 
thur tremble as he conducted her to the 
instrument. Instinciivoly raising lier eyes, 
she met his; the expression soothed and 
tranquillized her feelings, and she could 
not help wishing that such might be the 
language of her brother’s when they first 
met. Reuben had already selected the 
music, and called to Marian to take part 
in the following beautiful trio:— 

“ To sigh, yet feel no pain; 

To weep, yet scarce know why; 

To sport an liour with beauty's chain, 

Tlien throw it idly by; 

To kneel at many a shrine. 

Yet lay the heart on none; 

To think all other charms divine, 

But those we just have won: 

This 
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This is love—careless love, 

Such as kiudlelh hearts that rove. 

To keep one sacred flame, 

Tlirough life, unchill’d, uiimo\'d; 

To love, in wintry age, the same 
That first ill youtli we lov’d; 

To feel that we adore 
To such refin’d cxce.s.s. 

That though the heart would break vviih tiitif, 

We could not love with less; 

This is love—faithful love, 

Such as saints might feel above.” 

Herbert was so cliarmed with the per¬ 
formance, as well as by the composition, 
that he entreated to hear it again. After 
they had complied with his request, he 
said, with evident satisfaction—“ How de¬ 
lighted my dear mother will be Avith such 
enchanting harmony! She is uncommonly 
fond of music, and my sister, who plays 
well, received her only instructions from 
her. Will you not contribute, Miss Glen- 
dore, to increase the pleasure I already 
feel ?” 


Since 
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Since it appeared to be held in such 
bigli estimation by Herbert, Juliana for 
the first time felt mortified at owning that 
she had never made music her study. Vir¬ 
ginia now, by the desire of Keuben, took 
his place, yet not without some apprehen¬ 
sion lest she should fall short of Mr. Her¬ 
bert’s expectation. Her first attempt was 
in a duet w ith IVinifred Meredith; then by 
degrees gaining courage,- she ]>laycd and 
sung unaccompanied. Reuben was equally 
as })ai'tial as herself to music. He had 
chosen her songs, and listened to them 
with mute attention, while Herbert stcKxi 
rapt in deep meditation, his arms folded, 
and his fine blue eyes bent on the ground. 

V’^hat a model for a sculptor!’’ whis- 
pei-cd .Juliana to her sister. “ ^ever be- 
(bre have I witnessed in one form such an 
assemblage of graces! Should A licia h:ive 
been so fi)rtimate as to gain his affections, 
she may be considcrejd as the happiest of 
women.” 

What would Juliana have said, could 
VOL. I. H she 
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she but have taken a peep into that 
head whose symmetry she so much ad¬ 
mired—could she have witnessed the 
changeful movements of that heart, the 
possession of vvhicli even the grave and 
learned Juliana deemed invaluable, and 
which at that moment v.as agitated by 
feelings diametrically opposite to her 
wishes? Juliana was amiable, gentle, and 
affeclionate. Slie kn ed \'irginia, notwith¬ 
standing tlie weakness she had displayed; 
but her love was cold when compared to 
that of Marian, and she found it difficult 
to excuse an error in one from whom her 
imagination had banished every fault. 
She was indignant at the cruel conduct 
of lord de Marville, and sincerely pitied 
the pailful situation in which it hud pla¬ 
ced his unoffending child: but ])ity I'roin 
one whom Virginia had long regarded as 
ji sister was a sentiment of too cold a na¬ 
ture ; it was adding insult to injury—it 
was what a disposition like liers could not 
tolerate. 


Juliana 
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Juliana hoped to see the day, when, pu¬ 
rified by experience, the virtues of Virgi¬ 
nia would still rise superior to that fatal 
vanity which she herself had been in¬ 
strumental in creating, in common with 
all her family, with the exception of Reu- 
Ix'n. Yet Juliana was now become un- 
^villing to commit the happiness of his 
life to the prudence of her once-idolized 
friend; and had it been possible for her to 
have foreseen that the rejected and con¬ 
demned Virginia would, to the mind of 
Herbert, be an object of the most sacred 
tenderness, as well as of the first import¬ 
ance, even the mild and dovelike Juliana 
Glcndore would in all probability have 
betrayed a share of that irritability, that 
infirmity of noble minds, which she so se¬ 
verely condemned in others. 

Virginia was unconscious of the interest 
she had excited in the bosom of Mr. Her¬ 
bert, though she could not fail to observe, 
that whenever her eyes accidentally met 
his, they preserved one unvaried expres- 
H 2 sion 
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^iion of solicitous tenderness; they secmevl. 
to dwell on her features as if anxious to 
trace out a rcscnihlance, probably to some 
lady to whom he might lie atbichcd, or 
perhaps to a deceased friend, I'Voin what¬ 
ever cause it arose, Virginia could not be 
offended. It "was not the bold stare of 
fasliionable admiration, nor the ardent 
gaze of an adoring lover—it expressed 
more of the watchful kindness of a rela¬ 
tion ; and the heart of ^'^irginia, softened 
as it wj's by the sudden return of Heuben, 
by the pressure of his hand, and the affec¬ 
tionate though hurried tones of his voice, 
felt no inclination to trifle with another, 
or to yield to that vanity of mind which had 
filready given lier best friends an excuse 
to pass on the weakness of a night the 
severest censure. 

Mrs. Meredith, who had always in view 
her OAvn interest, and u ho had got a project 
in her head by which it might be forward¬ 
ed, as w ell as from a real partiality for Ar¬ 
thur, made them promise to dine with her 

the 
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the next clay. She then rose to depart^ 
having first accepted of the arm of licr 
young favourite, who, frrjin some private 
reasons, seemed just as much pleased witli 
the old lady as she was witli him. Marian 
was not suffered to stir out in tlie damp 
of the evening, and Juliana, for the nrst 
time, remained her unwilling companion. 

Reuben offered his arm to Virginia and 
Winifred; the Latter, however, had no 
.sooner quitted the house than she left 
them, under pretence of supporting her 
aunt, and Reuben found himself alone 
with Virginia. He became embarriussed. 
lie longed to address her in words conge¬ 
nial to his real feelings; but the remem¬ 
brance of the indifference with whic-h she 
had treated liim at the ball, joined to the 
dreaded displeasure of his mother, and the 
reproaches of his sisters, chained his tongue. 

The fineness of the night, the cleai-ness 
of the sky, studded with innumerable stars, 
and rendered still more beautiful by the 
mild lustre of the rising moon—the vil- 
H 3 lage 
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lage church, the distant woods, the lofty 
hill, on whose towering summit stood the 
ancient seat of tlie Lanxbtons, wore seve¬ 
rally noticed by Reuben as they became 
illumined by its rays. The last, however, 
seemed to tix liis atten.tion, and he gained 
courage to inquire if hcr(5;)inion remained 
tlie same respecting tluit family? 

“ I have been informed,” said he, “ that 
you visit there very fre(p5ently. Sir James 
is in London, I believe ?” 

“ Your informer should have been more 
correct in his statements,” replied ^’ir- 
ginia, haughtily. “ Sir James and his eld¬ 
est sister are on a visit to the father of 
lord Ellesmere, where they are to remain 
for some time.” 

“ It surprised me much, I confess,” said 
he, “ when I heard of his absence. He 
appeared so completely captivated, Vir¬ 
ginia, at the dance, that I expected every 
week to learn tha.t he lijid formally pro¬ 
posed himsclb been accepted, and so 
forth.” 


“ Indeed! 
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** Indeed! you forget, Reuben, or per¬ 
haps may not liave been informed, that 
* few men will choose to take a titled wife 
without a shilling to support that title 
and yet your informer might have been 
excused for quoting tlie words of your 
mother.” 

“ My mother!” bfistily exclaimed Reu¬ 
ben, off his guard; “ and is it true, Virginia, 
that my mother made use of such unge¬ 
nerous expressior.s ?” 

“ I am not in the habit of uttering false¬ 
hoods, Reuben.” 

“ nearest Virginia, pardon me; but I 
was unwilling to suppose that my mother, 
with all lier eccentricities, could breathe a 
sentiment so unworthy of heivst*!!’. 1 know 
her })rejudiees are strong—her dislikes 
eternal; but you Avill tbrj. H^e it, Nb'rginia 
—will you not? She must have been ex¬ 
tremely displeased bei'bre she would make 
such a speech. Perhaps, also, you your¬ 
self were warm; I know she is casUy pro¬ 
voked.” 

u 4 


“ No 
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“ No matter,” replied Virginia, proudly, 
though at the same instant her throbbing 
heart denied tlie affeeted indifference; “ it 
is of no consequence, Reuben. A little 
more experience will make me wise; and 
a fe’,v more such lessons will not only 
teach me to knoAv myself, but to appre¬ 
ciate justly the professions of the world. 
The face of things is changed since my 
first introduction to your family. It was 
then believed tliat I should either become 
the heiress of jMrs. Meredith, or inherit 
from my father a handsome independence. 
Virginia, and lady Virginia Sedley, are two 
distinct beings, and seem to excite also 
distinct feelings. Your own Avords, Reu¬ 
ben, are but too applicable to my situa¬ 
tion.” 

“ Heavens, Virginia!” said he, looking 
intently and anxiously in her tearful eyes, 
“ do not apply them to any of my family, 
but least of all to myself. 1 haA'e known 
you from a little girl—have been accus¬ 
tomed to consider you as the selected 

friend 
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friend of niy sisters—to look upon you as 
one of them—to love you as such; and 
can you utti-ibute to me feelings so base 
and despicable?” 

“ No, lleubon—no, not to you !” re])licd 
'v'irginia, in a voice scarcely audible; “ not 
for an instant could I couple 'vvith your 
name an unworthy sentiment; but it is 
vain to deny tiiat the chain which linked 
us together in the sweetest amity is nearly 
broken—the charm is dissolved which 
blinded the eyes of a part of your family 
—my poverty has robbed me of my imagi¬ 
nary attractions, and brought to light only 
my failings—the heart of Marian still re¬ 
mains unchanged, but she must yield to 
domestic importunities—mother no 
longer loves me, and those of her children 
who dare to dispute her commands, or 
differ from her opinion, will become, like 
me, the object of her hate—the heart of 
my Marian, I know, will be the last to 
relinquish its chosen (Hend, while mivie 
may break at our separation; but it shall 
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never betray, even to her whom I love 
dearer than life, its real feelings.” 

“ Virginia,” cried Mrs. Meredith, who, 
with Herbert and Winifred, were a con¬ 
siderable distance before them—“ Wrginia, 
you will take cold if you walk so slowly.” 

Virginia quickened her pace. 

“ A moment only,” said Reuben, ear¬ 
nestly ; “ only a moment. In a few days 
my mother will be down—I may not 
again have an opportunity of speaking to 
you. ^"irginia, you know how dearly I 
Jove my mother—my sisters—you know 
the unlimited pow’er I have suffered them 
to acquire over me—you know also that 
I should be miserable under her displea¬ 
sure, and unhappy if condemned by my 
sisters; yet still, Virginia, be just to me. 
Were I my own master, 1 would not re¬ 
press my sentiments. Promise me, that 
should you ever stand in need of assist¬ 
ance or advice, or any thing that I have 
the power to bestow, you will remember 
tliat I am your brother s^jll—that I have 

the 
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the first claim upon your confidence. Pro¬ 
mise that you will not withliold from me 
that at least—more it would be criminal 
in me to ask.—You are not , angry with 
me, Virginia?” 

“ Angry with you ! oh no—I can never, 
llcuben, be angry with you," said Vir¬ 
ginia, turning from him her face, wet with 
tears of humbled pride and blighted affec¬ 
tion. “ I have a brother, llcubcn, who 
may be inclined to receive me as a sister, 
and to become my natural protector. I 
may not always be the thing I now am. 
I may—^but, no matter what I may be, I 
shall never forget that you are my adopted 

15ROTHE11.” 

]More she could not say—her heart was 
too full, and she feared lest she should be¬ 
tray the extent of an attachment which 
had growm with her grow'th, but which it 
was now her duty to repress. 

lleuben pressed with tenderness the soft 
hand of Virginia. His situation at that 
moment was far from enviable. In the 
H 6 hours 
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hours of happy and innocent childhood, 
he had often kissed the fair and glowing 
cheek of her whom he had been taught 
to regard as the future partner of his life. 
In pressing his lips to those of Virginia, 
his heart felt not the throb of passion. 
He loved her, because she was the idol of 
his family—he thought her beautiful, be¬ 
cause he eternally heard that she was so; 
but now that she was fortuneless, depend¬ 
ant upon the charity of a brother, whose 
soul might be as cold and unfeeling as 
that of his father—now tliat she w'as no 
longer the dearest friend of his sisters— 
the adopted daugh.tcr of his mother, lleu- 
ben felt an interest in her fate, an anxiety 
for her happiness, to which, in her prospe¬ 
rous days, he had been a stranger. Had he 
now been commanded to make choice of 
a wife, he would have claimeil the hand 
of Virginia in preference to that of any 
other woman; but feeling conscious of 
the change which had taken place in 
the intentions and opinions of his mother, 

lie 



ORIGINAL or THE MINIATURl:. la? 

he had too much honour to breathe even 
a hint of an affection which her misfor¬ 
tunes had strengthened and increased. 

Virginia was again called by IMrs. Me¬ 
redith. i\gain she quickened her pace, 
and joined them at the door of the cottage. 
The young men were invited to supper; 
but Keuben felt that he could not iin- 
niediately recall his mirthful spirits, jmd 
therefore excused himself; while \'irginia, 
pale and unhappy, smarting under the 
unkindness of those she loved, complained 
of' a headache, and retired to her chamber. 
Winifred soon followed her friend, and 
learnt the painful subject of her private 
discourse wjth Reuben. 

Pride, for that night, was banished from 
the bosom of \"irginia. She thought only 
(d’ the happy days she had once passed 
with the beloved family of Reuben; she- 
felt convinced that she must give up all 
claim to his Invid; and that conviction 
seemed to render him more dear to her. 
She wept bitterly on the neck of the sym¬ 
pathizing 
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pathizing Winifred, who would fain have 
counselled her to hope; hut Virginia knew 
that to hope would be vain. When once 
Mrs. Glendore took a dislike, it was an 
eternal one. Even lieuben had acknow¬ 
ledged that the displeasure of his mother 
would render him miserable, 'J’hat con¬ 
fession annihilated every hope of Virginia.. 
She was too generous, too noble, to form 
a wish that could interfere with the peace 
and tranquillity of Keuben Glendore. 

“ No, Winifred,” said she, wiping aw^ay 
her tears, “ I have no longer any hope; 
the foolish trial of my power, which 1 so 
vainly made at the dance, must have les¬ 
sened me in the estimation of Reuben. 
He is authorised to give up a woman who 
could act so weakly; and w'ere he not, my 
affection for him is too sincere to allow him 
to hazard the enmity of his mother on my 
account.” 

Winifred was too fiimly attached to 
Virginia to agree with her on this point; 
she, however, forbore to differ from her in 

opinion, 
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opinion, well knowing how impatient she 
was of contradiction; she therefore delayed 
giving utterance to her sentiments on the 
conduct of tlie Glendore family, until a 
more favourable moment, when Virginia’s 
self might, fi-om still further experience, 
be inclined to adopt her ideas. 


CIIAPTEIl VII. 


At length the ringing of the village-bells 
])roclaimed the arrival of Mr. and Mrs. 
(glendore—“ They are come,” exclaimed 
Virginia, with a sickening dread of un¬ 
known evil, “ and with them that para¬ 
gon of perfection. Miss Herbert—she Avho 
has supplanted me in the affection of my 
childhood’s earliest friends.” 

“ I long to see her,” replied Winifred, 
“ though I have akeady made up my mind 
to dislike her.” 


“Xay, 
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“ Xay, that would be unjust, iny dear 
Winifred; and should she prove at all like 
her brother, you would tind it dlfiicult 
even to treat her with indifference.” 

“ I am glad, Virginia, that your idea 
of liim is so favourable—it is mutual. I 
have paid great attention to the looks of 
Mr. Herbert, and have read in them a lan¬ 
guage which would flatter the vanity of 
any woman.” 

“ Indeed, Winifred! have a care, my 
friend, how you study the looks of one 
so young and handsome as ]\Ir. Herb-crt.” 

Winifred blushed, and felt glad to hciir 
the sound of her aunt’s footste})s. 

“ Come, my children,” said tlie old lady, 
*• will you not go with me, after dinner, 
to welcome the return of your friends ?” 

Virginia would have excused herself, on 
the plea of indisposition, but was deterred 
by an unwillingness to testify any feelings 
of resentment towards Mrs.Glendore,unless 
her conduct should again call them forth. 

She 
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She therefore prepared to accompany Wi¬ 
nifred and her aunt to JMeredith House. 

Virginia had n< t seen lleuben since 
their moonlight wai ^ and felt embarrass¬ 
ed at the idea of mec ing him once more 
in the presence of so keen an observer as 
his mother. She was sL- nvly folloAving her 
})rotectress througli the hall, whem she 
was met by Mr. Glendore, ^^dlo, embracing 
lior with all his wonted kindness, said— 
“ I was just coming to fetch you, my dear 
girl; I want to introduce you to a highly- 
vahied friend of mine.” 

He then led her into his study, where 
Mrs. Herbert was seated. 

“ Here, my dear madam, I have brought 
you my little favourite, the lady Virginia 
Sedley. Now tell me if she is not the 
image of your niece ?” 

JMrs. Herbert appeared to sufTor consi¬ 
derable agitation. She extended her hand 
towards Virginia, who sprung forward, 
and instinctively raised it to her lips— 
“ Your ladyship must excuse my present 

c!noti<'n,” 
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emotion,” ftiintly murmured ISIrs. Her¬ 
bert, “ as it proceeds from your striking 
resemblance to a beloved relative. Mr. 
Glendoi'e bad prepared me against being 
too much surprised; but my nerves are 
weak, and I feel nearly overcome.” 

Mr. Glendorc would have supported her, 
but Virginia in an instant rented .die head 
of Mrs. Herbert on her bosom, and be¬ 
sought him to fetch a glass of water. 

They were alone—Mrs. Herbert opened 
her eyes—she turned them on Virginia’s 
expressive face. Gently prc'ssing her to 
her heart, she kissed her check—“ Sweet 
girl,” said she, “ I thank you for your at¬ 
tentive kindness to a stranger. I am iKd- 
ter now.” 

“ Oh, lean on me still, dear madam!” 
replied Virginia; “ you know not the hap¬ 
piness I feel in being able to render you 
any assistance.” 

Mr. Glendore returned; Virginia re¬ 
ceived the water, and presented it to the 
lovely invalid, who cast a look on her 
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good-natured friend which he well under¬ 
stood. 

“ I have not deceived you,” said he, 
smilingly. “ You will fnd, upon a fur¬ 
ther intimacy with my little favourite, 
that she fully answers the description which 
I gave of her.—Virginia, you have often 
been the subject of my })raisc, because I 
felt conscious that you would not disgrace 
it.—But come, my dear madam, are you 
sufficiently recovered to go with us to the 
drawing-room ?” 

“ 1 will follow yon, my friend, in a few 
minutes,” replied Mrs. Herbert. 

IVIr. Glendorc then taking the hand of 
Virginia, conducted her to the apartment 
Avhere his family and their guests were 
assembled. 

The sight of Mrs. Herbert had created 
in the mind of Virginia the most delight¬ 
ful ideas. The expression of her counte¬ 
nance, pale yet beautiful—tender, though 
full of anguish, seemed to promise to our 
sanguine heroine the protecting kindness 

of 
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of a steady friend. Always guided by tiie 
impulse of first impressions, Virginia felt 
that Mrs. Herbert would become more 
and more dear to lier from every interview, 
while the same quickness of decision made 
her form a far different opinion of her 
daughter-in-law. 

Mr. Glcndore, anxious to procure for 
her the esteem of Dorinda, had endea¬ 
voured to ensure it, by bestowing on her 
the M^armest commendations before their 
introduction. This liad occasioned Miss 
Herbert to inquire more fully of Alicia 
concerning the favourite of her father. 

The replies of Alicia weve guai-deJ, } et 
she gathered from them sufficient to alarm 
one who had already devoted her heart to 
Ileuben Glcndore. At length the dreaded 
fair one met her impatient sight, and Do- 
rinda’s scrutinizing eyes eagerly ran over 
her form and features, to trace out tiuilts, 
which, however, she could not discover. 

The sable hue of her crape dress, through 
which the snowy bosom and the fine-turn¬ 
ed 
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td arm were partly visible, only served 
ns a contrast to the delicacy of her com¬ 
plexion, while the crimson on her cheek 
grew deeper, on feeling that she was the 
object of general attention. The redun¬ 
dant rii'.glets of her glossy hair were merely 
restrained by a comb from falling over her 
beautifully-turned shouldws; she wore 
no ornanienis, not even a flower in her 
bosom, blinple in her attire, easy and 
graceful jn her motions, lovely anel capti¬ 
vating in luT ])erson, Virginia, even to 
the jaundiced eyes of Dorinda, appeared 
an object formed to excite the affection of 
the jr.en, and the envy of the Avomen. 
'IT' hand of Virginia was placed hy ISfr. 
(dc'iulore in that of Miss Herbert. Ti»c 
coldness of its pressure—the criticising 
look—the forc-'.'d attempt at friendliness, 
was but too obvious; and Virginia felt 
that V lir’c the daughter-in-law of Mrs. 
IT -bert was next to an impossibility. 

'furning from Dorinda, she met the 
eyes of Arthur, wdio, though seated by 

Alicia, 
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Alicia, evidently seemed to watch with 
solicitude the impression her first aj)pcar- 
aiice would make on his sister. How 
different was the expression of his hand¬ 
some features, irradiated as they were by 
the kindest feelings! He rose, and obliged 
her to take his place; then inquiring if she 
had seen his mother, he hastened to learn 
her opinion of one for w'hose welfare he 
W'as tenderly solicitous. 

Alicia immediately questioned Virginia 
as to her sentiments of ]Mr. Herbert. The 
tone of her voice, the restlessness of her 
looks, betrayed a more than common ii; 
terest in her reply. She seemed satisfied; 
and bestowing on her once-loved friend a 
smile of former affection, entered into con¬ 
versation with her upon the subject of her 
brother’s long-delayed visit. She appeared 
to feel so sincerely what must be the pain¬ 
ful suspense of Virginia, and to enter so 
minutely into her situation, that Virginia, 
lulled by this semblance of kindness, for¬ 
got that Alicia had ever acted otherwise. 

Her 
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Her spirits rose in proportion to her new¬ 
born hopes of returning love; and by the 
time that Herbert entered with liis mo¬ 
ther, she had become animated and happy, 
notwithstanding that she perceived Reu¬ 
ben still continued by the side of IMiss 
Herbert, who occasionally cast towards 
her the cold, repulsive glances of inquiring 
tear. 

.Juliana also smiled upon her; even 
!Mrs. Glendore addressed her with good¬ 
nature, for she was in one of her happiest 
m<X)c]s; and the presence of Mrs. Herbert, 
w!u)se tender, expressive eyes were rivet¬ 
ted on her, made the buoyant heart of Vir¬ 
ginia throb with all its wonted felicities. 

Ry degrees Dorinda cast aside her re¬ 
serve ; Reuben remained near her, and 
Virginia appeared not to court his notice. 
It was not her beauty, though of the most 
fascinating order, that was cjipable of ex¬ 
citing the envy of Miss Herbert; neither 
would she have been jealous of her va¬ 
rious accomplishments; it was only in the 

light 
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liglit of a rival that Dorinda thought her 
formidable. 

Mariau, the affectionate-hearted INlarian, 
felt a generous pleasure at beholding tlie 
friend of her bosom shine to the utmost 
advantage. She selected for her those airs 
wliich were best adapted to show the ricli 
harmony of b.er voice, accompanied her 
in several, and scarce quitted her side for 
the evening, endeavouring, by her pointed 
attentions, to make her less observant of 
the conduct of Keuben. The love of JMa- 
rian was the pride of \’^irginia. It was 
the consoling balm that healed all her 
wounds—it was the sovereign remc'dy for 
every ill; and while she possessed that, 
she felt the impossibility of being wholly 
wretched. 

Mrs. Meredith was also in high spirits. 
She had conversed with Airs. Herbert the 
best part of the evening, and had received 
from her an invitation to call on her the 
next morning to look over some Indian 
curiosities—an invitation which she failed 


not 
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Hot to accept, lioping to turn it to some 
future advantage. The next morning slie 
therefore went alone, that she might en¬ 
joy more freely the conversation of ]\Irs. 
Herbert. 

She found her, as she had hoped, unat¬ 
tended ; and as she was herself possessed 
of the most pleasant amenity of manners, 
she soon entered into a friendly and un¬ 
reserved conversation on the subject most 
intei’csting to the mind of Mrs. Herbert 
—the situation of ^nrginia. Tlie mute 
attention of her hearer, the varying ex- 
prc.ssion of whose countenance betrayed 
the importance which she attached to the 
narration, made INIrs. Meredith conclude 
tiiat, could she but se(aire to her young 
charge the friendship of one so wealthy 
as Mrs. Herbert, it might be attended 
with the most solid advantages to her fu- 
ture establi.sbmcnt in lite. Acting on this 
idea, she confided to her all that she had 
before repeated to IMr. Glendore, even to 
voi,. I. tlie 
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the letter liersclf had written to the young 
lord de jMorville, and his answer. 

The sympathy slunvn by Mrs. Herbert 
for the early misfortunes of one so lovely 
■was considered by Mrs. j\icredith as a fa¬ 
vourable omen. She, however, recpiested 
that her communication might bo ke])t 
secret, to which JMrs. Herbert readily as¬ 
sented. 

The curiosities were next examined. 
Some of them in particular pleased the 
fancy of Mrs. Meredith, who was agree¬ 
ably surprised, in the course of the day, 
by a note from Mrs. Herbert, begging her 
to accept of those articles which slie seem¬ 
ed to admire most, and also to entreat 
that, as her health was too delicate for 
much exertion, she wmuld have the good¬ 
ness *0 become her almoner, and distribute 
for her what was needful among the sons 
and daughters of adversity. 

Nothing could possibly be more grati¬ 
fying to the self-love of Mrs. Meredith 

than 
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than this proposal. It enabled her, at the 
.same time, to increase her own lame for 
charity, and to oblige the woman to whom, 
of all otiiers, it was her wisli to become 
useful. Virginia was equally delighted 
with this proof of friendliness from JVIrs. 
Herbert; while Winifred, in the pleni¬ 
tude of her affection for Virginia, could 
not refrain from exulting at what would 
be fresh mortification to the mercenary 
IMrs. Glendore. 

Cards of invitation were now sent to all 
the neighbouring families to a ball and 
supper, given by JSIrs. Glendore in honour 
of her guests. All the taste and fancy of 
Alicia and her sisters were exerted to make 
it s})lendid without a great expencej 
'i'hey meant to appear in the rich dresses 
givoi to them by Mrs. Herbert, with their 
Kastern ornaments, and to attire them¬ 
selves, as much as possible, in the costume 
of tlie East. 

Mrs. Glendore had already engaged her 
son to be the chief partner of IMiss Ilcr- 
I 2 bert 
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bert for the night; but Alicia vainly threw 
out her lures to secure the hand of Ar¬ 
thur; he purposely seemed ignorant of 
her meaning, reserving to himself the 
right of selecting whom he pleased, li’rom 
the discourse of his mother he plainly })er- 
ceived that she was more than commonly 
interested in the fate of \lrginia. She 
seemed to love to converse with him upon 
her beauties, and evidently took satisfac¬ 
tion at discovering that the same subject 
occupied both their thoughts. 

Thus encouraged by the first object of 
Arthur’s fondest affections, was it to lie 
wondered if he gave fiill scope to feelings, 
the warmth of which were only restrained 
from public eyes by the singular mystery 
of his father’s letter and dying berpiest. 

There appeared also as if a second mys¬ 
tery hung over this lovely girl, which, 
though not as impenetrable as the first, 
yet promised equally to interfere with the 
repose of Herbert. He suspected that his 
friend Glendore was attached to her, that 

Marian 
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Marian and lier father favoured Ins pas¬ 
sion, but that the rest of the family were 
averse from it. Tlie guarded conduct of 
Keuben,and his attentions, whether forced 
or voluntary, to Dorinda, sanctioned how¬ 
ever those of himself for the lovely or¬ 
phan, and Ire resolved to solicit her hand 
for the ensuing dance. 

Possessed of a penetrating and reflective 
mind, Herbert quickly saw into the cha¬ 
racters of those around him. That of Mrs. 
Glendore he read at first sight, but Alicia 
pi-omised to perplex and elude his scruti¬ 
ny, while the flattering notice she bestow¬ 
ed on the most trifling sentence whicli fell 
from his lips, the charming willingness 
with which she anticipated his wishes, na¬ 
turally made him more lenient tow’ards 
her foibles, springing, as he could not help 
supposing they did, from her affection 
for himself. Juliana he respected and 
esteemed ; while for Marian he both felt 
and evinced the open and undisguised 
tenderness of a brother. He took her arm 
I .'J w ith 
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ivith the familiarity of a long acquaintance, 
and sauntering over the grounds of tlie 
iiouse, generally terminated their ramble 
by a short call at the cottage. Their con¬ 
versations were chiefly upon Virginia; it 
was a theme most dear to the soul of Ma¬ 
rian, and she never seemed so happy as 
Avhen eiijoying Avith him these morning 
strolls prescribed for her health, during 
Avhich time her sisters and ISliss Herbert 
Avere busily engaged in preparations for 
the ball. 

Mrs. Herbert al.so seemed to consider 
tlie road Avhicli led to Meredith cottag'e 
as the most aiireeable. Sometimes slie 
Avas accomj)anied by the good-natiu'cd 
friend of l)erdec!eascd husband, but chiefly . 
by her son. Thus it frequently happened 
that Arthur Avas enabled to behold \'^ir- 
ginia twice in the same day, to converse 
with her, to press her soft, white hand in 
his, join it witli that of his beloved mo¬ 
ther, and breathe a prayer for the happi¬ 
ness of both. 


To 
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To Arthur, wJio felt an interest in the 
sliglitest ciremuslajice eonneeted vvit'i Vir¬ 
ginia, it (lid ?i()t seem .singular that a lx ing 
like ?»!r.s. Herbert, full of syinpath} ; .d 
kindness, sliould attadi I’urself so dr.e-y 
to a young and lovely girl, abandoned by 
l)or father in Ids lil'etiine, and rori;otten 
by him in Ids last moments. Xeitb r v. as 
it a matter of surprise tliat slie sl.oubl ad¬ 
mire the eliar.’.cter of her ])r(<teetress, and 
find ainuseineiit in her society, Eut to 
Horinda the partiality v.liieh her mother 
manifested for tl\e company of IMrs. ble- 
redith appeared an instance of bad taste 
she had n<‘ver witnessed in her before', 
while tliut which at times beirayed it¬ 
self in hei’ looks and voice for Adrginia, 
notwithstanding all the caution of .Mrs. 
Herbert to coucoal it, was only a ti-esh 
proof of what Dorinda could not help 
thinking romantic folly From whatever 
source it originated, it excited, as usual, 
tlie dislike of iViss Herbert, whose un- 
happy disposition made her view with a 
1 4 jaundiced 
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jaundit p(l eye every object likely to (lix icle 
with her the love of her motl^er. Con¬ 
scious of ti\is, Mrs. Herbert tried to re¬ 
press her feelings as much as possible be¬ 
fore Dorincla, well knou itig the unfortu¬ 
nate jealousy of her nature, and fearing to 
call it forth by ar>y semblance of affection 
ftir Virginia in her presence, while in that 
©flier brother she gave way to the undis¬ 
guised sentiments of her mind, and felt 
delighted that his were in unison with her 
own. 

Virginia was to put on second mourn¬ 
ing on the night of the ball, which, to her 
who had suffered so much vexation from 
the last, afforded but little prospect of 
amusement. Mrs. Herbert had jiresented 
to her and Winifred some beautiful India 
muslins, and various other articles of value. 
Among them were two dresses of black 
and white lace, the former of which \'ir- 
ginia proposed to wear over a white satin 
slip, and she was busily engaged one 
morning in preparing it for the occasion, 

when 
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wlien Mrs. Herbert and Arthur entered 
the room in wliich she and Winifred were 
sitting; Mrs. RIeredith being employed, 
at her usual occupation in the garden. 

After a few minutes’ convei-sation, Mrs. 
Herbert said that she would join BIrs. Me¬ 
redith. The old lady was in her morning 
costume—a strange contrast to the simple 
elegance of her visitor, who, smiling 
sweetly oh the laughable figure before her, 
siiid—“ I am come, my dear madam, to 
solicit your advice upon a little business.-, 
but first let me ask you if you have made 
out that list you were so good as to pro¬ 
mise me ?” 

Mrs. Blcredith conducted her benevo-- 
Icnt acquaintance into a snudl sinnmer- 
house, tastefully decorated with the draw¬ 
ings. of Virginia and Winifred.' The list 
wjis ready in Mrs. Bleredith’s pocketbook, 
to which was subjoined a short account of 
the wants of the persons whom the active 
chai-ity of the old lady had found out, not 
merely in the village in which she resided, 

1 5 but: 
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but in the next town, wliicli was only a 
distance of four miles. 

]\!rs. Herbert glanced her eye over ti\c 
names, and then returned it Avith a bank¬ 
note, which she ro(}ucstcd IMrs. Meredith 
to distribute among the most necessitous, 
without mentioning from whom the relief 
was sent. This appeared an odd request 
to Sirs. Meredith, Avhose love of a good 
name was tlie principal inducement which 
led her to become the almoner of several 
wealthy iamilies in the neighbourhood. 

It was whispered, perliapscalumniously, 
amoi-.g some of the poor cottagers, that 
Sirs. Slercdith did not always bestow tlie 
total of Avhat she received; that she some¬ 
times dealt out smaller (piantities of wine 
than Avas intended for them. Be this 
hoAvever as it may, it is certain that she 
viewed Avith .satisfaction the liberal dona¬ 
tion of Mrs. Herbert, and willingly con- 
.sented to keep her name a secret. 

“ And now, my dear madam,” said Mrs. 
Herbert, “I Avant to consult with you 

upon 
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upon the best way of presenting your fair 
lyrolcgcc withsome ornaments which itwill 
give me pleasure to see her wear to-mor- 
rowcvening; yet I do not wish her toknow 
I)rcei,sely from whom they come, as l)o- 
lincla is already jealous of my preference; 
and this proof of it, notwithstanding' the 
natural generosity of her own disposition, 
may increase her dislike to lady \’’rg;inia 
Sedley. It might also add to the extra¬ 
ordinary coldness with wliich ]\lrs. CJlon- 
dore speaks of her, and whicli, considering 
the years she lias known the SAveet girl, 
occasions me considerable snr[)rise.” 

“ Then let it cease, my dear ti icnd,” re¬ 
plied Mrs. Meredith. “ Did but my lit¬ 
tle girl possess a share of what you abound 
in, JMi's. Glendorc would not be in conti¬ 
nual dread lest her son lleiiben should be¬ 
stow his hand on my portionless \'irginia.” 

“ Ai'e such her fears ?” incpiircd J^Irs. 
Herbert, eagerly; “ and do you think 
that her ladyship isattadicd to the young 
man ?” 

I G 


“ She 
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“ She has known him from a child, 
said JMrs. Meredith, “ and been accustom¬ 
ed to look up to him as the companion of 
her innocent pleasures, llis sisters once 
doted on her; they were nothing without 
Virginia. I was afraid lest they should 
spoil her by over-fondness, yet would not 
check their intercourse, because I saiv that 
it v.'as neccssaiy to tlie happiness of Vir¬ 
ginia. Firmly believing that her father 
would, in his la.5t moments, make some 
amends for his unnatural desertion, I al¬ 
ways represented my young charge as be¬ 
ing in expectation of a good fortune. 
When this liope was done away, by tlie 
will of lord de Morville, a visible change 
took place in the conduct of Virginia’s 
cavly friends. A coldness of look and 
manner siiccK'ded; but i acejuit Mr. (llen- 
dore, Avho is still the same kind-hea.rted 
man as ever, 'fhe fault originates in the 
head of that family. Mrs. Gleiulore, who 
is both master and mistress at home, has 
changed her intentions, and Reuben, who, 

like 
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like his father, suffers himself to be ma¬ 
naged entirely by his mother and sisters, 
must yield to their inclinations, not to his 
own.” 

ivfrs. Herbert, for a few minutes, was si¬ 
lent. She seemed to be reflecting deeply 
on what she had hea)*d; then taking the 
hand of JMrs. JMeredith, she said—“ To 
you, my dear madam, Avho h;n’e so nobly 
flevotcd yourself to the bringing up of 
your lovely cliarge, I need not i!])olcgize 
for betraying an e(pial interest in !ier fate; 
yet I have, in some clegrce, a right to ex¬ 
ert all my iniiiRUce in her favour.” She 
paused to recov' r herself, and then coidi- 
nued—“ In early life I knew her parents; 
her raotlicr and I were hut as one being; 
yet, I beseech you, keep this a secret from 
her child, lest it should occasion the birth 
of a very natural curiosity in the mind of 
lady Anrginia, to knoAv more of those wlio 
gave her existence—a curiosity which I 
must not gratify.” 

“ Fear not my pmdence,” replied the 

old 
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old lady ; “ I will be as silent as the toinh. 
Faithfully I kept the secret of lord de 
ISforville, as faithfully will I hold sacml 
whate,ver coiunmnication yon may think 
fit to honour me with. Tlic present lord 
de IMorville will, I trust, act as a brother 
ought to do. His estate is not large, but 
it is siifhcient to enable him to ])rovide for 
the wants of his sister. (!Iod forbid that 
he sliould be like his father !” 

(>o<l foi'bid!” exclaimed IMrs. Herbert, 
with a convulsive shudder. “ liord de 
Morville was a man w ho possessed no sin¬ 
gle rcc')nunendation but a handsome per¬ 
son. The base and cold-blooded desertion 
of his iu.'ant daughter, after t!ie loss of his 
wife, wdiom he had deeply injured, proves, 
more than the pow'er of language, the bad¬ 
ness of liis iieart. But let us dismiss a 
painful subject, wdiicli brings to my re- 
niernbrunce the villany of human nature, 
and return to one fraught with images of 
innocence and truth. Will you, n;y dear 
madam, take charge of this ease, and use 

your 
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your own discretion in presenting its con¬ 
tents to youriuloptcd daugliter? I should 
feel mortified if’ the child of the countess 
de Morville did not ap])car to ecpial advan¬ 
tage in her attire as the Miss Glcndorcs.” 

Mrs. Meredith would have felt the 
same, but site could not bear to part with 
that precious metal which would have en- 
a))led her to ])revont the e\ il; therefore, 
had it not been for the liberality of a stran¬ 
ger, A’irginia would have been but Inim- 
bly clad from the coffers of IMrs. JMere- 
dith. 

During the absence of Mrs. Herbert, 
Arthur took the opportunity of describ¬ 
ing how he had left his sister and the 
(dendore family employed, in the final ar¬ 
rangements for the ensuing evening. He 
then incpiired of \’irginia if she Avas dis¬ 
engaged, and felt some surjirise at hearing 
that she did not mean to dance. 

“ You have disappointed me, indeed,” 
said he, with evident chagrin, “ for I had 

intended 
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intended to solicit the honour of your 
hand.” 

“ Not dance, Virginia!” exclaimed Wi¬ 
nifred, laying down her work ; “ I hope 
you are not serious, my dear friend. Every 
body knoM’S how fond you are of tlie 
amusement, and it will seem very singular 
were you not to partake of it. Do, dear¬ 
est Virginia, change your mind, if only to 
please me.” 

“ I will not promise,” replied Virginia,, 
thoughtfully. 

“ Hut if you should,” said Herbert, 
“ Avill you remember my reqiu'st? This, 
evenmg you drink tea at Aleredith House;, 
perhaps, when I see you again, you may 
contirm my hopes.” 

Mr. Herbert and his mother were no 
sooner gone than Winifred earnestly be¬ 
sought \ ii ginia to accept the offer of the 
former. “ You have now, my dear friend, 
a glorious opportunity of piquing the va¬ 
nity of Alicia. It is evident tha. ab her 

attentions. 
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attentions, studied looks, and attitudes, 
have failed to Vvin the heart of this rich 
young heir. In suite of her niagicul 
glances, he has dared to .seek another part¬ 
ner, to pretcr the titled beggar to her. 
Oh Heavens! how mortified this proud 
girl will be to sec you led out by the hand¬ 
some and Avealthy Mr. Herbert—by him 
lor whom she has spread so many nets to 
secure to herself for life!” 

“ I do not wish to mortify Alicia,” re¬ 
plied A’^irginia, sighing deeply ; “ neither is 
it in my nature to coquet Avith the lover 
of another. I hate coquetry, and only 
Avish to attach to myself one pure lieart, 
on Avhose fidelity I could firmly rely.” 

Virginia at that moment thought of 
Reuben Glendore. She recollected Avith 
bitterness the A’ain folly of her attempt to 
try the extent of his affection, and the 
consequent punishment it had brought on- 
herself. Busy memory officiously retra¬ 
ced each .scene of confiding endearments. 
The innocent game of romps, the chaste 

caress,. 
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caress, the Icok of approving tenderness,, 
were all remembered by 'S’irgfmia with 
feelings of self-reproach, and W^inifrcd saw 
tlie tear start into her eyes. 

“ I tliinl.,” said Virginia, “ that my 
brother is but tardy in proving his pro- 
fessioiiji, of rcgtird. Had 1 been in his 
place, and he in mine, I should not liave 
suffered any engagement to interfere with 
my fraternal duties. Perhaps he has im¬ 
bibed from my father his unfortunate pre¬ 
judice ; if so, liow mi:.crable my fate ! No 
longer loved by those Avho flattered and 
caressed me, abandoned by him whom I 
wa,s taught to regard as the future eompa- 
nion of my dajs-i—^Avell may it ind-eed be 
said tiiat 1 am a titled beggar, for now I 
am poor in every thing !” 

AS'inifred could not licar this unmoved. 
She e;nl)-aced her friend, and entreated 
her not to despair of the fraternal kind- 
nes;; of lord de Morvdlle. “ Ijet us make 
soni ’ allowance, my beloved \’irginia,” 
said she, “for his lordships dilatoriness. 

Wo 
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We know not the nature of his engage¬ 
ment. It may be one in which his heart 
is concerned; and you, unfortunately, who 
ought to be most dear, are a perfect stran¬ 
ger to him. Do not call yourseii' aban¬ 
doned by Reuben. If ever he loved you, 
it is now the time to show it; and if he 
w'as merely dra\vn into the engagement 
by the fondness of his sisters, you have no¬ 
thing to regret.” 

“ Do you then doubt his attachment, 
V»'inifred, or deem it uimatural that he 
should love your friend ?” inquired Virgi¬ 
nia, haugb.tily. 

AVinifred feared that she had given of. 
fence. “ No,” said slie, tremblingly, “ my 
only doubt is whether he is deserving of 
your ladyship.” 

“ Her ladyship is not deserving of him, 
AVinifred. A better heart, a sweeter dis¬ 
position, ca)]not be met with; and yet I 
should not like to marry a man wdio, at 
at the age of twenty, feared to speak or 
move without the consent of his family. 

AA'ere 
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W ere he but his own master, the love of 
Reuben Glendore w'ould be worthy of an 
empress, and the woman wiio possesses it 
uncontrolled by the influence of his mo¬ 
ther may deem herself the most fortimate 
of her sex.” 

After dinner Mrs. IVIeredith and her 
two young companions walked to JSIere- 
dith House, to take-a survey of the deco¬ 
rations, &c. which were for the next night’s 
amusement. IVIrs. Herbert had, in the 
handsomest manner, prevailed upon Mrs. 
Glcndoie to allow her to defray the ex¬ 
pellees, to ivhieh that lady had reluctantly, 
consented. An exeellent band was pro¬ 
cured from town, with every delicacy for 
the supper-table and refreshment-rooms; 
and as the apartments were large, and fit¬ 
ted up with modem elegance, they only 
wanted the usual decorations to make the 
tout-ensemble splendid and agreeable; 

Virginia had not once been consulted 
in any of the arrangements, yet she good- 
naturedly praised the whole, except in one 

instancei 
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instance, in which she thought some fi¬ 
gures might be placed to better advan¬ 
tage. 

“ I do not wonder at your objecting to 
tliem,” said Alicia, smiling sai'castically, 
“ since it appears that you knew, by some 
intuitive feeling, that Miss Herbert fixed 
them in that situation.” 

Virginia’s heart swelled with anger. 
The ready answer trembled on h.cr tongue, 
but the entrance of Dorinda, who w'as 
leaning on the arm of Reuben, follow¬ 
ed by her mother and Arthur, kept her 
silent. 

Miss Herbert courtesied coldly to her as 
si 10 passed on to join Alicia. “ Your bro¬ 
ther has been telling me, my dear girl,” 
said she, still leaning on the arm of Reu¬ 
ben, “ that he is not fond of dancing; but 
I suppose it was only because he was 
afi’aid that I should occupy too much of 
his attention, as 1 proposed that we should 
try which of us would be tired first.” 

“ Or, perhaps,” said Mrs. Herbert, “ Mr. 

Glendore’s 
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Glendore’s inclinations, Dorinda, may lead 
him to devote a part of the evening to an 
older friend than yourself.” 

Miss Herbert bit her glove, then drew 
it oif in visible displeasure, and dropped 
the arm of Reuben. “ I should be sorry, 
mamma, to be a check upon the inclina¬ 
tions of JMr. Glcndore, or to interfere with 
any of his engagements.” 

“ JMy dear friend,” replied Reuben, tak¬ 
ing h.er hand gaily, “ you will remember 
that I requested the honour of your hand 
for to-morrow night. You must excuse 
me, therefore, if Isay that it waS ungenerous 
of you to put any other construction upon 
my words than what I really meant.” 

“ Reuben only speaks the truth,” said 
ISIrs. Glcndore; “ I know that he is not 
so partial to dancing as most young men, 
but my dear IMiss Herbert may be assured 
that he is perfectly sensible of the favour 
she has granted him, and that he can have 
no engagement that would not instantly 
yield to the desire of pleasing her.” 


The 
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The eyes of Dorinda sparkled with de¬ 
light, those of Virginia were cast on the 
ground. A tear fell on her burning cheek, 
but she hastily dashed it ofl’. “ They sliall 
not see my weakness,” thouglitche; “tliey 
shall not enjoy my vexation.” Slic raised 
her eyes, and caught a glimpse of the 
white hand of Dorinda, glittering with va¬ 
rious jewels. One linger alone was unoc- 
cu})icd, save by a plain ring of gold, which 
she herself had given to lleubcn in ex¬ 
change for a similar one, which he had 
placed on the third linger of her right 
hand. It was tlie first time .she had seen 
it on that of Miss Herbert. Pale and sick, 
she hastily turned her eyes to seek the 
hand of Glendore. Her ring was gone, 
but in its place a diamond of great A^due 
was visible. Virginia with diliiculty con¬ 
tinued to breathe; a succession of ideas, at 
once painful and humiliating, Grounded 
into her ihind. 

■ She went towards the window to inhale 
the fresh air. Arthur followed her, and 

Avhispering, 
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■whispering, said—“ May I flatter myself 
that your ladyshij) has altered your mipd, 
and that you will accept me for a partner 
to-morrow evening ?” 

Virginia hastily replied in the affirma* 
tive, and Herbert bent over to express 
his thanks. “ I am not quite friendless,” 
thought she, “ not quite deserted.” 

M'^inifred now joined them. “ Per¬ 
haps,” said he, taking her hand familiarly, 
“ it is to your kind persuasions I am in¬ 
debted for the fortunate change in the de¬ 
termination of your lovely friend.” 

“ No, indeed, IMr. Herbert,” cried Wi¬ 
nifred, with vivacity ; “ I rather think 
that you are solely indebted to yourself.” 

j\rthur’s heart throbbed with sudden 
joy; he cast a look of respectful tender¬ 
ness on Virginia’s changeful face, and 
pressing her hand in his, drew from it the 
golden pledge of Reuben’s faith, at the 
sam" moment slipping on her finger an¬ 
other. 

AVhat hafe you done ?” faintly ex 

claimed 
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claimed Virginia, alarmed by the action, 
yet unwilling to make it public. 

“ Only exchanged rings,” replied Ar- 
tlmr. “ To-morrow evening, if you wish 
it, I will return your own.” He then has-* 
tily quitted the window. 

“ What shall I do, my dear Winifred ?” 
said Virginia, almost crying for vexation. 
“ What could induce Mr. Herbert to be 
guilty of such rudeness? I would not 
lose that ring for one of twice its value.” 

“ I hope,” whispered Winifred, “ that 
your ladyship will change your mind a 
second time in favour of Mr. Herbert, 
who, I am certain, intended no rudenesii 
in exchanging his ring for yours. To- 
moiTOw evening, if you desire it, you may 
have Mr. Glendore’s gift back again.” 

Virginia’s pale cheek now crimsoned, 
with the flush of anger. She drew on 
her glove, and taking the arm of ]Miss 
Meredith, followed her aunt into the 
drawing-room. 


if 


▼01.. I. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


Whose present is that, Virginia?” in¬ 
quired Mrs. Meredith, as they sat at break¬ 
fast the next morning; “ it is a very valu¬ 
able one, my child; let me examine it. 
A ruby set round with diamonds! upon 
my word, a very pretty gift! Who gave 
it you, my love?” 

Virginia felt a little embarrassed; but 
she, nevertheless, determined to tell the 
truth. Mr. Herbert, in sport, had pur¬ 
loined her ring, and given his own in re¬ 
turn. 

“ Humph!” cried tlie old lady; “ a va¬ 
luable exchange truly! My life on’t, Vir¬ 
ginia, he will never take it back again: 
and indeed I do not know why you should 
now set a value upon the ring of Mr. 
Glendore, since you can no longer consider 

it 
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it as the pledge of his fidelity, or even 
wear it with any propriety. The fortune 
of Miss Herbert has more attractions than 
your portionless beauties. Nay, Virginia, 
never be so silly as to weep because Reu¬ 
ben (llendore has deserted you, when you 
have the power of choosing a far hand¬ 
somer lover, and what is still better, a tar 
.wealthier on&” 

“ De -^d!” repeated ATrginia, wiping 
away her tears; “ that is an unpleasant 
word, my dear madam—I hope you will 
not make use of it again.” 

“ So it is, my dear girl. Whai I was 
a yomig woman, I had as great an aver¬ 
sion to it as yourself. I was foolish enough 
to fix my heart ujwn a youth who lived 
in my native town, and who told me that 
I was dearer to him than all the world; 
•but I had no fortune, and he had his to 
jmake. He went to London, forgot me, 
»nd in less than twelve months married 
his master’s daughter, with a settlement 
. «2 of 
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of four hundred a-year. I could not but 
own that he had deserted me. The word 
was odious to my ears; therefore I follow¬ 
ed his example, and gave my hand to Mr. 
Meredith, who early taught me the value 
of money, and the folly of mari-ying with¬ 
out it. I was no longer deserted, and I 
soon became happy. It may not be amiss, 
Virginia, for you to think of what I have 
just said, while I go and look over my 
poultry. If either of you want any thing 
from the town, Ben is going there to car¬ 
ry the eggs and butter to market. What¬ 
ever you do, Virginia, pray don’t be so 
«illy as to force back the ring upon JNTr. 
Herbert. I am sure he means you to keep 
it.” 

“ I cannot help thinking, in this in¬ 
stance, the same as my aunt,” said Wini¬ 
fred, as soon as they were alone. “ If you 
will not be angry with me, Virginia, I 
should like to tell you how I would act, if 
I were you.” 


** Let 
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“ Let me hear,” replied Virginia, smil¬ 
ing on her affectionate friend. “ I will 
not be angry with you.” 

“ Well, then, I should not be sorry to 
show Mrs. Glendore and her family, that, 
however they might shrink from an al¬ 
liance with me, now that I was fortuneless, 
it was as much a matter of indifference to 
me as to them, and that the desertion of 
Reuben had only made way for an admirer 
of greater consequence.” 

“ And do yoU) Winifred, join with your 
aunt to remind me of my humiliation? 
Am I still to have that hateful word ring¬ 
ing in my ears ? If the heart of Reuben 
is capable of deserting the friend of his 
boyhood—if it can so readily renounce all 
hopes of becoming mine, I envy not the 
conquest of Miss Herbert. Yet how often 
have I heard him say that he never wished 
his fortune to flow from his wife—that af¬ 
fection alone should guide him in the 
choice of a bride! He may still be faithful 
to Jiis first love—still look forward to 
K 3 another 
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another change in the wishes of his fa¬ 
mily.” 

“ i)h VMY sweet friend!” exclaimed Wi¬ 
nifred, uiLKirnfully, “ and do you, indeed, 
allow’ youisc'if to be thus deceived? In 
what case, f .cept in the present, liave I 
ever difforc'.i from you in opinion? But 
in tliis we cannot think alike. I view 
with open eyes the conduct of the Glen- 
dores, ^vhile you are blinded by the ten¬ 
derness of your feelings. I see with in¬ 
dignation the cold, averted glance of INIrs. 
Glendore, the angry, scrutinizing looks of 
Alicia, the W'^atchful ones of Juliana, and 
the changeful ones of him wliose heart I 
believe to be at variance with wdiat he 
eonaaves to be his duty; again I feel 
incensed at the pointed manner in which, 
before you, they seek to draw your atten¬ 
tion to the passion of Miss Herbert for 
Reuben, and to impress you with an idea 
that he is likely to return it, w hile you 
seem to be threatened with their eternal 
enmity, sliould you by cliance either walk 

or 
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or converse with Mr. Herbert. Why 
slumbers now that proud spirit of yours^ 
my Virginia, which was wont to show it¬ 
self at even the shadow of an insult ? Has 
not Mr. Glendore bestowed your ring upon 
Miss Herbert? and will you ever call back 
his own from her brother, or will you fear 
to listen to the music of his voice, because 
it will offend AKcia?” 

“ No, no,” replied Virginia hastily 
while the blush of anger tinged her face; 
** I will do neither, Winifred. To-night 
you shall not have to accuse me of the 
tameness of my conduct; to-night I will 
prove to Alicia that the trodden- worm can 
turn on its oppressor. Oh that my bro¬ 
ther were but here to encourage me by his 
countenance and protection! for w^ell I 
know that the Glendores think his pror 
fessions are unmeaning, and that Ids pro¬ 
mised visit is already forgotten.” 

A femde servant now entered, with a 
small covered bas^tet, which she said a man 
on hoi*seback had left for lady Virginia 
K 4 Sedley. 
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Sedley. He was a stranger to her; she 
had never seen him before. The basket 
contained two bouquets of choice and 
beautiful hot-house flowers. Each was. 
labelled; the one for Virginia was evident¬ 
ly selected and arranged by no common 
hand, yet it only differed from Winifred’s 
in the placing of the floAvers. As it was 
late in the season, they must haA’e been 
procured at some expence, and the curio¬ 
sity of the friends w'as excited to find out 
to Avhose gallantry they were indebted 
for so agreeable and welcome a present. 

“They came not from ^leredith House,” 
said Winifred, “ for their hot-house does 
not produce any of these flowers.' Had 
sir James Lambton been at home, I should 
have suspected him of doing us this kind¬ 
ness. As it is, I am at a loss to gueas 
fi-ora whom they came. I knoAV of no 
seat in our neighbourhood that can boast 
of plants like these.” 

** Perhaps they are sent by his sister,” 
replied Virginia. “ We slialJ, however, in 

all 
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all probability find out the donor this 
evening'.” 

The penuriousness of Mrs. Meredith 
had not abated, fi'om the circumstance of 
her discovering to her young charge her 
real situation. She considered that it was 
still an uncertainty what part lord de 
ISIorville might choose to take in the fu¬ 
ture establishment of his sister, and there¬ 
fore wisely detemiined not to incur any 
fresh ex pence, merely because the title of 
lady was added to her name. The sable 
hue of her attire did not admit of much 
extravagance, and she resolved to restrict 
her in her dress when it was no longer 
necessary ta appear in mourning. 

Had it not been for hazarding the good 
opinion of Mrs. Herbert, she had intended 
that Virginia should remain in black lon¬ 
ger than the time allowed, as it would 
save washing.. She, however, desired her 
to wear it of a morning, and on those days 
when it was not likely any one would 
call. From the same motives of economy 
K 5 she 
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she did not conceive it requisite tliat she 
shogld have her own maid. Slie did not 
wish her to become helpless and indolent. 
Winifred and Virginia could continue to 
dress each other, or, upon any particular 
occasion, she would lend them her assist¬ 
ance. 

Thus early taught the value of mofiey, 
it was singidar that Virginia in secret 
only regarded it in proportion as it ena¬ 
bled her to relieve the distresses of the 
unfortunate, or as the means by which she 
could gratify her own wants. The fore¬ 
sight and wmrldly prudence of Mrs. Mere¬ 
dith never suffered her to possess more 
than a few shillings at once, yet these she 
joyfully bestowed whenever an object of 
pity met her sight, though the certain 
consequence of her generosity was a lec¬ 
ture for giving away so much at a time, 
and the punishment was, to be kept with¬ 
out her weekly allowance. 

Virginia had long coveted to have a 
maid of her own; but Mrs. Meredith po¬ 
sitively 
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sitively refused her. She therefore sub¬ 
mitted to her will; resolving, however, to 
haye her wishes gratified the first oppor¬ 
tunity, as she had a favourite object in 
view, to whom she had given her word 
not to take into her service any other. 

Mrs. Meredith had placed on the toi¬ 
lette of Virginia the case given to her by 
Mrs. Herbert. She was in one of her most 
pleiisant humours, and at those times her 
conversation was highly entertaining. Un¬ 
der some trivial pretence she followed them 
into their chamber, and offered to assist 
them in dressing. Virginia thanked her, 
but declined her intended kindness—If, 
however, my dear madam, you will have 
the goodness to lend me again your pearls, 
I shall be obliged to you; perhaps I may 
be so fortunate as to possess- some of my 
own ere long.” 

“ You will do very weU without my 
pearls to-night,” said the old lady, signi¬ 
ficantly ; “ I mean to lend them to little 
Winny. Among all the fine beaux assem- 
K 6 bled 
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bled at Meredith House, who knows but 
my niece may meet with her future hus¬ 
band!” 

Away went the old lady, highly delight¬ 
ed in her own mind. She shut the door; 
but woman’s curiosity would not allow of 
her leaving it, until she had heard the sen¬ 
timents of her fair charge on the subject. 

“ Indeed, Virginia,” cried Winifred, 
“ 1 am vexed at my aunt’s intended kind¬ 
ness. I had much rather that you had 
had tlie pearls. I could do very well w itli- 
out them.” 

“ I have no wish to deprive you, my 
dear Winifred, of your aunt’s favours; ’-ut 
I think she might have offered me some 
sort of ornament on an occasion like the 
present. It is sufficiently mortifying not 
to possess any of my own. What case is 
this ? is it xom'Cj Winifred ?” 

“ No, indeed, Virginia; it is the first 
time that I have seen it; but let us exa¬ 
mine the contents. Hey-day! what is 
here ?—a complete set of large and beau- 

tifiil 
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tiful pearls, with emerald clasps to the 
necklace and bracelets. Look, Virginia I 
here is a note; perhaps it will explain 
every thing.” 

A'irgijiia, surjirised and delighted, yet 
scarce knowing whether she ought to be 
so or not, hastily opened the little billet, 
and read it to the wondering Winifred— 


“ Titania, queen of the fairies, sends 
these to tlie beloved mortal whose happi¬ 
ness shall be her constant study. Un- 
knowm, and perhaps unseen, she rvill Avatch 
over her favourite charge. Let no idle 
curiosity tempt you to pry into the mys¬ 
tery of my fairy favours. Be prudent, 
secret, and wise. This is not the last time 
you wid hear from 

Titania.” 


“ This is more strange than the present 
of thp floAvers,” said Virginia. “ It is evi¬ 
dent 
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dent that your aunt knows of this valuable 
gift, and has placed them here.” 

“ You are right, my dear child,” cried 
Mrs. Meredith, breaking into the room, 
from her inability to remain silent any 
longer; “ it was I who placed the case on 
the table. You now see the reason of my 
refusing your request.” 

“ But, dearest madam, to whom am I 
indebted for so beautiful a treasure? I 
long to express to them my gratitude.” 

“ Be attentive to the wishes of Titania, 
and be happy,” replied the old lady, with 
a smile of im))ortance. “ The curiosity 
of the Glendores will be as keenly excited 
as your own—attempt not to gratify it. 
Come, my dear girl, begin to prepare your¬ 
self for their scrutiny. Had they a hun¬ 
dred eyes, the sight of you, this evening, 
would employ them all. I shall soon be 
ready, and the carriage is to be at the door 
by halt-past nine.” 

Winifred, as soon as they were alone, 
gave full scope to her joy, and congratu¬ 
lated 
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lated her astonished friend upon the easy 
accomplishment of her wishes, and the 
richness of the gift. Each ornament w-as 
again separately examined by the delight¬ 
ed and wondering girls, Neither of them 
could imagine from whom the present 
came. V'irginia would have been inclined 
to think that it was her brother’s, had not 
the name and hand been feminine; but 
Winifred overruled this objection by say¬ 
ing, that as the donor wished to remain un¬ 
known, he might perhaps have styled him¬ 
self the queen of the fairies, and that the 
note miffht be written bv a friend. 

O - 

This supposition gave the sweetest plea¬ 
sure to Virginia, as it was a proof that in 
the heart and mind of her brother she yet 
lived. Full of this enchanting idea, she 
hastened to cast aside the first garb of 
mourning for an unnatural father, and to 
put on, as she fondly hoped, the valuable 
proofs of a brother’s love. 

Winifred, to whom the mean passfon 
of envy was tmknown, assisted her to 

braid 
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bniid the sunny tresses of her light ches- 
nut hair, and to divide the silken curls so 
as to show the smooth clear forehead and 
fine arched eyebrow. On one side she 
placed a wreath of pearl flowers, and then 
proceeded to twine round the neck and 
graceful arms of her friend strings of the 
finest oriental pearls. To the necklace 
was attached a star, in the centre of which 
was a small crystal, containing a lock of 
hair—“ It is my brother’s,” said Virginia, 
with enthusiasm, and pressed it to lier 
lips. 

Her black lace robe was confined under 
the swelling bosom \jy a zone of pearls,, 
in wliich she phiced the odorous present of 
the morning. Virginia scarce had power to- 
withdraw her eyes from the mirror, iu 
which were reflected, as she imagined, the 
pledges of her brother’s aflection. Ihit 
half-an-hour before she did not think her¬ 
self possessed of a single valuable, for she 
could not call the ring of Mr. Herbert her 
own; but now she saw herself mistress of 

ornaments 
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ornaments to the amount of several hun¬ 
dred pounds, and with a prospect of still 
further fa\^ours from the same hand. 

“ i\h, now you will do very w^ell, Vir¬ 
ginia,” cried Mrs, Meredith, exultingly; 
“ very well indeed! i don’t know that I 
ever beheld larger or finer pearls than 
those. They woidd cost a pretty penny 
if you had to buy them at a jeweller’s.— 
Here, Winny! here are mine; you shall 
wear them to-night, my child, for good 
luck. They WTre what I wore on my wed¬ 
ding-day, and ^vere given to me by Mr. 
Meredith.—Come, girls, let us be gone.— 
Be sure, Virginia, not to insist upon Mr. 
Herbert’s taking back his ring; it spar¬ 
kles so prettily, and sets off the whiteness 
of your hand.—Jonatlum, you can put up 
the carriiige at Mr. Glendore’s, and you 
and Ben can make yourselves useful. You 
have not had your supper yet—have you ? 
Jonathan replied in tlie negative. 

That's well. Then you can sup there. 

‘ ‘ Mind 
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^lind tliat you take good care of the horses^ 
and giv^e them plenty of food.” 

Jonathan most willingly promised to 
obey his mistress, not a little pleased at 
the certainty of enjoying, for that night, 
some of the good things of this world. 

As they entered Meredith House, Vir¬ 
ginia could not help noticing to Wini¬ 
fred its altered appearance. In the hall, 
which was handsomely lighted up, they 
w'ere received by the servant of JMr. Glen- 
dore, who gave their names to three othera 
belonging to Mrs. Herbert, in splendid 
liveries, while a fourth ushered them into 
the ball-room, which was tastefully deco¬ 
rated with coloured lamps and wreaths of 
various flowers, emitting a grateful and 
pleasing odour. Herbert had been on the 
watch ever since the company haxl assem¬ 
bled; he immediately joined them, and 
taking the hand of Virginia, conducted 
lier to where Mrs. Glendore and her two 
eldest daughters were seated. 


The 
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The dancing had commenced, and Ali¬ 
cia’s countenance expressed the mingled 
sensations of disappointment and anger, 
as she saw for whom he had been thus 
anxiously waiting—for whom herself had 
been rejected. She scarcely deigned tp 
notice the kind inquiry of Virginia, while 
tlie eyes of her mother, sparkling with 
rage, seemed fixed on the valuable orna¬ 
ments by which she was adorned. They 
could not belong to Mrs. Meredith, for 
those were worn by Winifred, and were 
of an inferior size—^liow then could Vir¬ 
ginia have obtained them? She whispered 
to Alicia, who, dartiiig a look full of re¬ 
sentment at her once-loved friend, said— 
“ Upon my word, Virginia, I did not think 
that Mrs. Meredith had such a fine assort¬ 
ment of peai’ls. These are very beautiful, 
and become you extremely. I have never 
seen you dressed with so much studied 
elegance as to-night, in compliment, I sup¬ 
pose, to ]Mr. Herbert.” 

“ I am glad you think so,” cried Wini¬ 
fred, 
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fred, hastily, “ for I was her ladyship’s 
tire-woman. All the merit of having 
dit'd to make lier look well is, therefore, 
mine; though I believe few people that 
know any thing of lady Virginia Sedley 
will think it necessary for her to sttuly to 
look well.” 

“ Xo flattery, Winifred,” said Virginia; 
“ you know that I have learned to detest 
flatterers.” 

“ Yet you will, most likely, meet with 
many to-night,” remarked JNIrs. Glendore; 
“ Mr, Herbert, for instance, can flatter 
as delicately as any one.” 

“ Pardon me,” reioined A-iihur; “ I 
only flatter those whose understandings 
are weak enough to require such stinuilus.” 
He then led his partner to the set which 
was forming, and Alicia felt sick with vexa¬ 
tion at thus witnessing the preference given 
to \'^irginia by the man who, of all others, 
she most wished to attach solely to herself. 
The demon of jealousy took possession of 
her soul, as she watched the graceful move- 

uients 
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ments of Virginia, and saw admiration of 
them depicted on the liandsome counte¬ 
nance of her companion—“ She lias dared,” 
tliought Alicia, “ to thwart my plans a 
second time—a second time has she robbed 
me of my partner. I will not dance to¬ 
night ; but dearly shall Virginia rue her 
daring imprudence. In detaching her 
from my brother I have vitally wounded 
myself.” 

The resolution of Alicia not to dance 
was soon made known. It required not 
this to increase the displeasure of Juliana, 
dr the hatred of Mrs. Glendore; while 
lleuben, to wliom the latter had complain¬ 
ed bitterly of the unfriendly conduct of 
Virginia, only sighed to behold what he 
deemed a fresh instance of her levity and 
want of thought. 

At the conclusion of the dance Arthur 
conducted his lovely partner to a couch, 
on which his mother was reposing. Do- 
xinda sat next her, and lleuben stood op¬ 
posite. 
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posite. Exercise had deepened the colour 
on the fair cheek of Virginia, and added 
to the native brilliancy of her fine hazel 
•eyes. Mrs. Herbert pressed her. hand; 
she longed to express her real senti¬ 
ments, but the presence of Dorinda was a 
restraint to her. She beheld, however, 
with satisfaction, that her fairy favours had 
been accepted; while Reuben, still con¬ 
versing with Miss Herbert, could not pre¬ 
vent his eyes from wandering, or his heart 
from throbbing ait the well-known sound 
of a voice dear to him from ehildhood. 
^^either could he avoid contrasting, with 
the inferior charms of Dorinda, tlie beau¬ 
tiful harmony of Virginia’s Grecian fea¬ 
tures, the magic witchery whicli seemed 
to lurk beneath the long and silken eye¬ 
lash, or the graceful syminetiy of a fbnn 
beautifully proportioned, yet shaded mo¬ 
destly from the gaze of public observation. 
Dorinda, sparkling with various jewels, 
and heiress of an immense fortune, pos¬ 
sessed 
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nessed not a 'quarter of those attractions 
■which lleuben knew M^ere centered in the 
portionless Virginia. 

Not only the pearls, but the flowers in 
her bosom, became the next subject of no¬ 
tice and of envy to Alicia. Even Dorinda 
admired the latter, and carelessly inquired 
where she had procured them? 

“ They were sent as a present, this morn¬ 
ing, to Winifred and myself)” said Vir¬ 
ginia. “ We know not the giver; but 
the gift Avas a very acceptable one to us.” 

“ No doubt,” rephed Alicia, scornfully. 

The flowers must have been procured 
from London. Perhaps sir James Lamb- 
ton may be there; and hearing of our ball 
from his sister, has taken this opportunity 
of showing his gallantry.” 

This speech was meant for the ear of 
Arthur, who immediately fixed his eyes 
inquiringly on the blushing face of Vir¬ 
ginia—In that case,” she replied, “ I 
should have expected, Alicia, that the pre¬ 
sent would have been sent to you. How¬ 
ever, 
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ever, as it is a joint concern, Winifred and 
I shall not quarrel about which of us has 
the most right to take the compliment to 
herself.” 

“Oh, you of course!” cried Winifred, 
gaily. “ The flo\vers of your bouquet are 
evidently arranged by the hand of a lover; 
but if your ladyship is too indolent, or 
too careless, to discover who ho is, only 
ask Alicia’s assistance; her good-nature 
w'ill, I am certain, induce her to set about 
the affair immediately.” 

Alicia 'bit her lips; but it was not by 
open warfare that she meant to wound the 
heart of her early friend; checking, there¬ 
fore, the angry frown and the half-uttered 
reply, she said, in a softened tone, w'hich 
stole like sweet music on the ear of Vir¬ 
ginia—“ My assistance in this case is need¬ 
less. Should the donor of these odorife¬ 
rous flowers be present to-night, the beauty 
of Virginia will soon cause him to betray 
his secret.” 

, Virginia, scarce believing what she heard, 

hastily 
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liastily raised her downcast eyes, and meet¬ 
ing those of Herbert, whose cheek wore a 
deeper crimson than her oivn, she felt an 
immediate consciousness that he was the 
giver. 

Mrs. Herbert had quitted her seat to 
speak to Mrs. Meredith. She now re¬ 
turned, accompanied by Marian, to whom 
slie was more strongly attached than to 
either of her sisters—“ If you do not join 
in the present dance, lady Viiginia,” said 
she, “ will you walk with me and your 
friend through the rooms ?” 

Vir^nia joyfully relinquished her place 
to Arthur; and giving her arm to his mo¬ 
ther, felt happy at the opportunity of en¬ 
joying, at one and the same time, the so- 
<;iety of two beings whom she so dearly 
loved. 

The absence of Virginia and of Wini¬ 
fred, who had been called on by her part¬ 
ner, enabled Juliana and Alicia to com¬ 
ment unrestrained upon the person arid 
manners of the fOTmer. Herbert had ask- 

L ed 
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ed Alicia toUance, but she declined, and 
it was an exercise of which Miss Glendore 
never partook. Dorinda, unwilling to 
lose sight of Reuben, chose to sit down 
occasionally, rather than see him pajT those 
attentions to another which she wished 
exclusively her own. He remained near 
her, and she had therefore no inclination 
to waste a thought on her who had once 
been regarded as his destined bride. 

In reply to the friendly laments of Ali¬ 
cia, who, in the most eloquent terms, de¬ 
plored the natural thoughtlessness of lier 
beloved friend, Arthur found an excuse in 
her youth and beauty—“ She is too inex¬ 
perienced,” said he, “ to know the neces¬ 
sity of veiling from the w orld her exube¬ 
rance of spirit. Innocent, and free from 
guile, she expects not to find it in those 
who wear the semblance of a kindred pu¬ 
rity.—What say you, Glendore? you have 
known her ladyship fropr a child—do you 
see in her any thing that can call forth the 
breath of censure?” 


Reuben 
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Reuben was much disconcerted—“Faith, 
Herbert, you liave applied to a very su¬ 
perficial obser\'^er. A^irginia is a pretty 
girl, whom ray sisters have done their best 
to spoil by over-fondness and over-praise. 
They now make a sad lamentation about 
her being vain and giddy, and I know 
not what. Women are always inclined to 
spy out faults in each other, which is a 
most unamiable propensity.—Is it not. 
Miss Herbert?” 

“ Nay,” said she, laughing, “ you must 
not expect that I should join you in the 
reproadi against my own sex, especially 
as I have too higli an opinion of the dis¬ 
cernment of your sisters, not to believe 
that they are better judges in this affair 
th.au yoursejf. But, to tell the truth, I 
suspect that the person who gave this m.a- 
gic circle,” holding up her right hand, and 
tlisplaying the plain gold ring, “ was no 
other than lady Vflrginia, the pretty girl 
who, you say, your sisters have tried to 
spoil by over-indulgence. And has not 
L 2 the 
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the brother done his best to second their 
endeavours ?” 

“ No, indeed,” replied Glendore, more and 
more eonlused. “ As the bosom-friend of 
my sisters, I esteemed her too highly to 
vitiate her mind by unmeaning nonsense. 
Give me back that ring, Dorinda; it is 
too insignificant a return for yours.” 

“ I mean to keep it, notwithstanding.” 

“ By all means, if you wish it,” said 
Alicia. “ It can only be valuable in the 
eyes of my brother by having been worn 
by you.” 

“ A prettier compliment could not have 
been paid you, my sister,” said Herbert. 

Glendore is a lucky fellow to have such 
a timely auxiliary.” Saying this, he quit¬ 
ted them, to seek, in another chamber, his 
mother and her fair companions. 

.tVlicia, under pretence of assisting ^Mrs. 
Glendore, rose also; but, in fact, more from 
a restless curiosity to watch the move¬ 
ments of Herbert, who, she feared, was 
already enslaved by the charms of her por¬ 
tionless 
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tionless friend. Meeting with Winifred, 
she assumed one of her kindest looks— 
praised her for the graceful skill she had 
just displayed; then, by degrees, reverted 
to the attractive appearance of Virginia; 
and, lastly, mentioned the mysterious 
pearls, which, Winifred assured her, did 
not belong to her aunt, but to Virginia, 
herself. 

Still more surprised and perplexed, Ali¬ 
cia made an excuse for leaving her, and 
hastened to disclose to her mother what 
she had just heard. 

Tlie band now be^n a favourite dancct 
of Virginia’s. Marian had left Mrs. Her¬ 
bert, who, still leaning on the arm of Vir¬ 
ginia, beckoned to. her son, as she saw him. 
cjimestly looking for her amidst the crowd 
—“ My Arthur,” said she, in a sweet, im¬ 
pressive voice, at the same time giving 
him tlie hand of her companion; “ may 
tlie happiness I now feel in seeing you 
lead out my dear little friend be increased, 
by my living to witness a still further 
L 3 friendsliip 
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ftiendship between you and her family! 
you cannot oblige your mother more than 
by studying to secure the esteem of lady 
Virginia 'Sedley.” 

“ Thus encouraged,” replied Arthur, as 
he passsed onward, “ by the wishes of Mrs. 
Herbert, and still more so by those of my 
own heart, what ftirther stimulus can I 
require to induce me to attempt so de¬ 
lightful a task ?—what, but a smile of ap¬ 
probation from lady Virginia herself?” 

“ The wishes of JMrs. Herbert are al¬ 
ready granted,” said Virginia. “ The first 
moment I beheld her my heturt sprang to¬ 
wards her, as if to the bosom of a long- 
esti-anged fi-iend; all that belong to her 
must be esteemed by me.” 

“ I am satisfied for the present,” replied 
Arthur; “ my acquaintance with your 
ladyship has been too short for me to pre¬ 
sume upon any thing more than what 
your regard for my inestimable mother 
may lead you to bestow upon her son.” 

They had loitered, and therefore were 

obliged 
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obliged to stand at the bottom of the set— 
“ Tell me, however, dear lady Virginia,” he 
continued, gently pressing her hand, and 
looking tenderly in her face, “ tell me, 
howevCT, that you do not wish me to re¬ 
turn the ring which I had the temerity to 
draw from your finger last night. I only 
wish to be convinced that it is of no im¬ 
portance to you.” 

A’^irginia turned her eyes to where Reu¬ 
ben stood in conversation with Dorinda— 
he had just taken the rose which she had 
worn in her bosom, and raising it gallantly 
to his lips, placed it in his own—“ No, 
no,” said A^irginia, hastily; “ the’ ring is 
of no importance in my eyes; if I had it, 
I should destroy it. Rut indeed you must 
allow me to give back yours—it is too va¬ 
luable for me to retain ” 

“ Not for the world wquld I receive it 
back—I gave it in exchange for this. If 
not for my sake, at least wear it for my 
mother’s, to whom it once belonged. She 
gave it me not long since, with a request 
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that I would bestow it on her who, in my 
opinion, should best deserve it—I have 
only obeyed her desire,” 

“ You flatter me now; indeed you do,” 
replied Virginia; “ I cannot keep the ring 
—pray let me return it.” 

“ I pledge to you my honour that my 
mother shall second my entreaties,” said 
Herbert, earnestly. “ At her request you 
will surely retain w'hat I hope your deli¬ 
cacy alone compels you tn decline.” 

Virginia timidly raised her eyes to the 
face of Arthur—the most respectful ten¬ 
derness beamed in his, Avhile each hand¬ 
some feature was expressive of the love 
he felt for tlie sacred l)eqiiest of his father. 
Again he pressed her to accept the ring— 
“ TluJik,” said he, “ that it is the offering 
of a brother’s love, and as such receive it.” 

“ I must first hear what JNIrs. Herbert 
•says,” replied Virginia, “ before I can give- 
my consent.” 

Arthur seemed this evening to liave 
throw/! off the reserve which had hitherta 

controlled 
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controlled his actions. The mysterious 
hints which the letter of his father con¬ 
tained were forgotten—he saw only the 
lovely ORIGINAL OF THE MINIATURE— 
he believed her free to listen to the ten¬ 
der sentiments she had excited. Why, 
then, should he seek to conceal them, or 
to veil ftoni the world w'hat he should 
glory in making public ? For this night, 
at least, the heart of Arthur w'as exempt 
from those torturing suspicions which at a 
future time destroyed his peace. For this 
night he felt unalloyed all the ecstasies of 
love and hope; and what his tongue re¬ 
fused to utter, his bright blue eyes most 
eloquently betrayed. 

Mrs. Herbert so warmly seconded the 
prayer of her son, that Virginia was ob¬ 
liged, though reluctantly, to assent to their 
united wishes. They passed on to the 
refreslunent-room, where Arthur prevailed 
on A^irginia to take a glass of Champagne, 
lleiiben Glcndore had just procured one 
for Horinda. His eye caught the spark- 

liiiff 
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ling riiby which glittered on the white 
hand of lady Virginia—^where was his 
simple gift ?—it was gone! Virginia’s fin¬ 
ger no hmger graced the golden fetter! 
Ah, lleuben! what at that moment cross¬ 
ed thy mind?—was it love, or was it anger, 
that made the blood recede from thy cheek 
—that called the deep sigh from thy bo¬ 
som—that made thee start back with sick¬ 
ening fear, and join Dorinda ? 

At the same moment a servant gave a 
note into the hand of Virginia—it came 
from her brother, and merely announced 
his arrival at Meredith Cottage. 

Virginia scarce breathed—excess of plea¬ 
sure had nearly overpowered her. 

“ I hope no bad news, my love ?” said 
3Irs. Herbert; “you seem faint—lean on 
me.” 

Arthur pressed her hand in his. 

“ Have the goodness to find Mrs. Mere¬ 
dith,” at length she said; “tell her that 
my brother is at the cottage.” 

Herbert flew to obey her wishes, and 

the 
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the next instant returned with the old 
lady and Mrs. Glendore, who had heard 
with astonishment that lord de Morville 
was actually come at last to pay a visit to 
his long-estranged sister. She begged of 
Mrs. Meredith to prevail on his lordship 
to do her the honour to make one at her 
supper-taWe; while the impatience of 
Virginia would scarce permit of her wait¬ 
ing until the horses were put to the car¬ 
riage, so eager was she to testify her affec¬ 
tion for so dear a relative. 
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